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Chilbolton and Wherwell Community Magazine 
cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk 

May 2021 
At last, it feels like we really are beginning to turn the corner. As I write this 

the sun is shining and pub gardens are full of customers once more.  The 

imminent arrival of the month of May has inspired many of us to poetry, with 

this issue featuring several articles covering a wide range of poems.  It is great 

to see that some of our regular events and activities are beginning to return to 

the schedule, including Church services, Wherwell School Fete, Stockbridge 

Cinema and the Wherwell History Group.  Things remain fluid, and our diary 

dates are still sparse, so do check online and keep eyes and ears out for the 

latest. Finally, a reminder that the May 6th local elections also include an 

important referendum vote on the Chilbolton neighbourhood plan. 

Andrew Keevil 
 

 

Thank you to our contributors this month, and to our production team Deidre Kenny, 

Jeremy Buttery and Andrew Keevil. Thanks also, to our distribution coordinator 

Terry Gilmour, our distribution helpers, Tim Whiteside our ‘What’s On’ Coordinator 

and Stephen Macdonald our Chairman. 

We are a group of volunteers supporting our community. To help us please 

submit your copy to cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk no later than the 10th of the 

month for inclusion in the following month’s magazine.  It is important that your 

articles are submitted in MS Word using an A5 template and font Times New Roman 

size 11. For adverts for local events, please keep to half of an A5 page and please 

don't create any fancy formatting as this causes setting problems - MS Word text 

with clip art inside a border is fine. 

If you do not have access to a computer, please contact the Magazine Chairman, 

Stephen MacDonald, on 01264 860246 to arrange for your article to be typed by one 

of the team. 

 The editors reserve the right to omit, amend or condense any item submitted for 

publication. The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily shared by the 

editors or the magazine team. Any article printed in this magazine may be 

reproduced on the Chilbolton or Wherwell websites. Contributors who do not wish 

their material to be published on the village websites must specify this at the time 

they submit their article.  
 

 

Magazine Advertising  

Chilbolton and Wherwell Magazine is grateful to all the Regular Advertisers who support 

this Magazine and allow it to be delivered free to every household. A limited number of Ad 

Hoc Adverts can be published each month, at a rate of £25 per half-page. Adverts, which 

must be submitted in jpeg or MS Word format, should be emailed to 

cw.advertising@outlook.com by the 6th of the month for insertion in the following month’s 

issue. 

mailto:cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7IEMDc5hqjaY1NianRIY2ZhcUk/view?usp=sharing
mailto:cw.advertising@outlook.com


2 

 

Church Matters 

The Downs Benefice 

 The Reverend Jax Machin, Rector 

      

 

The Rectory, Church Lane, Littleton, SO22 6QY   

    email: revdjax@downsbenefice.org.uk  
 

 
 

Benefice Administrators 

Caroline McAulay 

 ‘The Downs Benefice’ Office, The Rectory, Church Lane, Littleton, 

Winchester SO22 6QY 

Tel: 01962 880845       email: office@downsbenefice.org.uk  

The Benefice Office is open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
 

 

 

ST PETER AND HOLY CROSS, WHERWELL 
Churchwarden 

 

 Pam Prince 4 Manor Cottages, 

Fullerton 

01264 860 441 

w.prince04@tiscali.co.uk  

PCC 

Treasurer 

Nigel 

Waters 

Bramshill,  

Fullerton Road 

Wherwell, SP11 7JS 

01264 861 326 

nigel.waters@sky.com 

 
 

 

ST MARY THE LESS, CHILBOLTON 
Churchwarden position vacant   

PCC Secretary      Wendy Fakes wendyandrews875@btinternet.com  01264 860 237 

PCC Treasurer Michael Payne michael@mjpayne.f9.co.uk     01264 860 296 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:revdjax@downsbenefice.org.uk
mailto:office@downsbenefice.org.uk
mailto:w.prince04@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:nigel.waters@sky.com
mailto:wendyandrews875@btinternet.com
mailto:michael@mjpayne.f9.co.uk
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May and June 2021 *** St Mary 

the Less, 
Chilbolton 

St Mary’s, 
Crawley 

St 
Catherine’s 
Littleton 

St 
Stephen’s 
Sparsholt 

St Peter  
& Holy 
Cross,  
Wherwell 

Sunday 2nd May – The Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Holy Communion 10m     

Morning Prayer    10am  

Sunday 9th May – The Fifth Sunday of Easter  

Holy Communion  10am    

Morning Prayer     10am 

Thursday 13th May – Ascension Day 

Holy Communion (tbc)      

Sunday 16th May – The Sixth Sunday of Easter  

Holy Communion     10am 

Morning Prayer   10am   

Sunday 23rd May – Pentecost – Whit Sunday  

Holy Communion 
(+APCM) 

  
10am 

  

Morning Prayer 10am     

Sunday 30th May – Trinity Sunday  

Morning Prayer    10am 10am 

Sunday 6th June – The First Sunday after Trinity 

Morning Prayer 10am 10am    

Sunday 13th June – The Second Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion    10am  

Morning Prayer     10am 

Sunday 20th June – The Third Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion 10am     

Morning Prayer   10am   

Sunday 27th June – The Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion  10am    

Morning Prayer     10am 

 

***These services are still subject to possible revision owing to changes in 

Coronavirus restrictions.  Please check on the website (www.downsbenefice.org) for 

the most up-to-date information. 

 

From the Church Records 
Funerals Date Name (s) 

Wherwell 

Funeral and Cremation 1st April John Fry 

 

http://www.downsbenefice.org/
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Benefice:  Letter from Andrew Kent, Lay Worship Leader 
I took a family Service in Wherwell Church on Easter Sunday. All the seats 

allowed under the Covid19 rules were taken, with children of all ages. Revd. 

Jax took the Communion Service in Chilbolton Church, also full to capacity. 

It was a similar picture across all five of our local parishes, and to meet in 

our churches again after all this time was very good news. 

   Looking back on the day, I am reminded that Easter Sunday is probably the 

most important day of the Christian year - representing the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ on the third day after His crucifixion, when God brought Him 

back to life – and you might ask just why it’s so important. It’s because it 

underpins the Christian belief that the death of God’s Son Jesus Christ was a 

sacrifice He made for all people, for all time, and in doing it offered to 

forgive all of our sins – if we do want God to forgive them, that is. If we 

accept His deal the prize is eternal life in Heaven. This is God’s Covenant, a 

bargain He offers freely, and which we can freely accept if we want to. It’s 

entirely our choice. 

   So, pretty important stuff. But to understand this Covenant, and to accept 

it, every Christian needs at some time to confront the matter of Christ’s 

Resurrection on that third day. If we can’t accept that Jesus was brought back 

to life, His death would have been just another mortal event. There would 

have been no sacrifice from God, and the whole offer of God’s Covenant 

would be pointless. As St Paul later said in a letter to the people of Corinth, if 

the Resurrection of Jesus Christ did not happen Christianity would then have 

no foundation, and if that means listening to dissenting voices, and 

confronting doubts, we must do so. 

   So, did all this happen? There is no doubt that Jesus lived. There are many 

records of His life and teaching – far more records than there are of Julius 

Caesar, for example, and we don’t doubt that he lived - and Jesus is widely 

acknowledged as an important teacher and prophet by other religions, Islam 

for example. But can the simple knowledge of His existence persuade us of 

His Resurrection? 

   We don’t have the disciples’ advantage of being with Jesus and 

experiencing first-hand what happened. Even then it’s clear from the records 

that at first they didn’t understand what He had been telling them. So I 

decided I would follow, at a distance of some 2000 years, the journey which 

St. Peter made throughout his later life – because Peter was a serious doubter, 

at first denying three times that he even knew Jesus. He was finally only 

persuaded that Jesus was the Saviour that had been prophesied for thousands 

of years when Jesus appeared to Peter in person, after He was resurrected. 

   In their later lives Peter and the others were tortured and imprisoned for 

their conviction that the Resurrection of Jesus and the Covenant that God 

offered them was real. John was the only disciple who died naturally, the 
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others died in terrible ways because they would not give up their belief - and 

it seems to me inconceivable they would have sacrificed their lives in the 

way they did if they had doubted the promise God had made.   What Jesus 

did for Peter He can do for all of us, and every professed Christian must 

decide whether they are willing to follow where Peter led, and accept the 

bargain God offers.  These words of Jesus may help: 

 

“I am the way, the truth, and the light. No-one comes to the Father 

except through me.” 

 

Prayer for May 
By 

Michel Quoist, was a French Catholic priest, theologian and writer, most 

known for his bestselling book, Prayers of Life, first published in French in 

1954. (1918 – 1997) 

 

O God our Father, 

let us not be content to wait and see what will happen, 

but give us the determination to make the right things happen. 

While time is running out, save us from patience which is akin to cowardice. 

Give us courage to be either hot or cold, to stand for something lest we fall 

for anything. 

Amen 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel_Quoist


6 

 

Chilbolton Parish Council 
The Parish Council met on 12 April by Zoom and we were joined as always 

by our local County and District Councillors.  This was the last meeting of 

the Parish Council attended by County Councillor Andrew Gibson as he is 

stepping down in May.  I would like to place on record my thanks to Andrew 

for his long standing and generous support for the village over the last 12 

years.  You will have an opportunity to vote for your new County Councillor 

on 6 May. 

    On the same day residents of Chilbolton will also have an opportunity to 

vote on the Chilbolton Neighbourhood Development Plan.  This is a simple 

yes/no referendum on the plan with a simple majority in favour required to 

make the plan a formal part of the Test Valley Council Local Plan.  Please 

see other information relating to this elsewhere in the Magazine. 

Chilbolton Cow Common - Consultation Feedback 

    We had about 50 households join us for the Webinar and also had 52 

responses to the online questionnaire.  We also received 4 email responses.  

All responses received were from local residents with 67% coming from 

Chilbolton and 33% from Wherwell.  Over 80% of responses said they used 

the Common at least weekly and walking either with or without a dog were 

the most popular activities. 

    Overall 80% of respondents were either satisfied or very satisfied with the 

PCs proposed approach to protection and enhancement of the Wildlife Area. 

    There were a minority of views wishing to see the prevention of people 

and their dogs from either side of the river downstream of the Pirleygig 

bridge.  These people also thought that increased signage and education was 

likely to be ignored.  Although it is recognised that information and 

education will not prevent some people from accessing the wildlife area, 

there was good level of support for improving the signage and information 

particularly around the wildlife area. 

    There was also support for using the recently cut down brash to create 

natural looking barriers to accessing the most popular spots for families.  A 

representative of those with fishing rights have expressed a concern that 

brash should not interfere with fishermen casting into the river and I have 

given assurances that the PC will consult with the fishermen if and when we 

do this. 

    There were no objections to the PC undertaking more general management 

work around the fringes of the common.  

    Overall 71% of respondents were either satisfied or very satisfied with the 

PCs proposed approach to anti social behaviour. 

    Generally it was accepted that anti-social behaviour is difficult to manage 

with some individuals or groups intent on causing a nuisance.  Again, a small 

number of local residents wanted firmer action.  
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    Unsurprisingly, Car Parking and Traffic Congestion was the most 

contentious issue but still a majority of respondents supported the PCs 

proposals with over 63% either satisfied or very satisfied. 

    A number of respondents would like the PC to close the Car Park either 

permanently or at least overnight in an attempt to try and stop anti-social 

behaviour of youngsters gathering in the evenings. At our meeting 

Councillors agreed to explore further with local residents the possibility and 

practicalities of closing off the area where cars park overnight.  

    A number of respondents mentioned the new parking layout and the 

coning off of Joys lane when the car park area is full as working better than 

the previous arrangements.  However, it was agreed that a more robust 

arrangement for putting out and taking down the “car park full” sign was 

needed. 

Coronation Green Crossing 

    The Parish Council were presented with plans and drawings prepared by 

HCC Highways to create a more obvious crossing point where the Test Way 

crosses Coley Lane onto West Down.  The scheme design has been modified 

several times to make sure it meets everyone’s expectations and the Parish 

Council has now formally allocated funds to proceed.  It is hoped that the 

improvements will encourage cars to slow down as they enter the village 

from The Mayfly.  The works will also include line markings for a virtual 

footpath on Coley Lane between Station Road and Drove Road. 

Finally, we had a discussion on this year’s Village Assembly and agreed 

that we would hold the Assembly by Zoom on 26th April.  Anyone 

wishing to attend the Assembly should contact the Parish at 

Chilbolton.Clerk@hotmail.co.uk 

                                                                       David Neudegg, Chair 

 
 

May…… 
 

But I must gather knots of flowers, 

And buds and garlands gay, 

For I’m to be Queen o’ the May, mother, 

I’m to be Queen o’ the May 

 

                                                                         Alfred, Lord Tennyson 
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CHILBOLTON REFERENDUM on 6th MAY 
 

The Local elections will take place in May and the 

Chilbolton Neighbourhood Plan Referendum 
will be at the same time and place. 

 

Your Neighbourhood Plan team of some 20 local people spent thousands of 

hours on the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

THE QUESTION 
'Do you want Test Valley Borough Council to use the Neighbourhood 

Plan for Chilbolton to help it decide planning applications in the 

neighbourhood area?'.  
 

There will be a yes and no box to respond. PLEASE VOTE YES. 
 

A ‘YES’ vote will allow the Neighbourhood Plan to be formally adopted  

and used as a vital part of local planning policy. 

The Neighbourhood Plan can be viewed on the village website at: 

http://www.chilboltonandwherwell.info/index.php/neighbourhood-development-plan 

Tony Ewer 

 

 

http://www.chilboltonandwherwell.info/index.php/neighbourhood-development-plan
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A Special Bee Diary, In Memory of John Fry 1930-2021 
About 25 years ago, I answered a knock on our front door. There was a man 

in a boiler suit and cloth cap, who asked if I would bring a beehive to his 

farm so that his fruit trees would be pollinated. John already had an old hive, 

but he had had trouble keeping the bees alive during the winter. 

  At the time I was looking for an additional apiary, so we moved two hives 

up to Windwhistle, above Wherwell, and gradually over the years, expanded 

the numbers, eventually ending up with all the beekeeping kit stored in 

John’s barn.  

  So started our friendship with John Fry, and his cherry trees have produced 

bountiful crops ever since!  

  John wanted to learn beekeeping and he was a quicker learner, so much so 

that many people thought that I was his pupil, rather than vice versa. 

Beekeeping with John was a very different experience from doing it alone. 

Come mid-afternoon when I would normally crack on, John would say “time 

for tea” and we would retire to the garden in all our bee paraphernalia. John 

would call out “Barbara, tea please!” and his wife Barbara would dutifully 

roll out the tea trolley, silver tea pot, bone china cups and not just biscuits, 

but scones and jam and clotted cream. I was being encouraged to keep slim at 

home, so I admit I never told Jennie about those wonderful mid- summer 

teas! 

  John was not a great one for Health and Safety, something we tried to instil 

in him. John was forever getting “bees in his bonnet”, and I mean that 

literally. Many were the times that we would be deep into the inspection of a 

beehive and John would say “Oh, Oh, I’ve got a bee in my veil” and we 

would have to abandon the beehive and try to squash the bee against his face 

before it stung him. Bees generally go for the nose, much as they do when 

driving off a bear, so one had to be quick. Inevitably it would turn out that 

John had forgotten to do his zips up. Eventually we instigated an Elf and 

Safety routine of checking everyone’s zips before a hive was opened. 

  John used to shop in the Goodworth Clatford Village shop, and he told me 

he once upset the villagers of Goodworth Clatford by referring to that august 

village as “Lower Clatford.” 

  John has a twin sister, Anne, who would come to visit John for a week 

every year after Barbara died.  When Anne returned home, Windwhistle 

Cottage shone like a new pin. It must have been the hardest week of 

housekeeping in Anne’s year, but she did invite John back to her totally 

immaculate house on odd occasions. On one visit John arrived with 5 

spaniels, which sent Anne’s dog into complete hysteria, being on heat as she 
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was at the time. John was always keen on antique furniture and during the 

visit, he spotted a piece of furniture that Anne had inherited from their 

parents. John asked if she might like to swop it for something? “What would 

you swop it for”, asked Anne?  John, thinking quickly suggested two brace of 

partridge. The deal was done, and John quickly departed with the 5 dogs and 

the furniture, leaving Anne with two brace of EXTREMELY high partridges 

that had been under the seat of his car since the previous week’s shoot!   

  The end of the shooting season heralded the start of the beekeeping season, 

and the Landrover Discovery was converted from a shooting brake into a bee 

wagon in which all the required kit for an inspection was stored. I would pay 

for the Discovery to be valeted before we loaded the bee kit and I was glad I 

did, because on one occasion the car valet complained about maggots under 

the seat! 

  Over the years, John and I, along with Rick Swulinski, David Peart and 

recently Marcus Simpson have managed the bees together. Here are some 

excerpts from Bee Diaries going back over the years, featuring just a few of 

the exploits we got up to with John. 

 

June 2009 

John Fry, much like the gundogs he trains, keeps his ears, and nose, close to 

the ground when colonies of bees are being offered for re-hiving. John was 

offered a colony of bees  in a old national hive by Eric,the gamekeeper in 

Harewood Forest. This hive had been in existence in the middle of the wood 

for many years. It is likely that the depredations of varroa had resulted in the 

colony dying out several times, but always the lure of a bee friendly nest had 

enticed a new swarm to inhabit the hive. Between occupations, the activities 

of wax moth had completely disintegrated the original combs, but the new 

occupants had rebuilt a complete nest of combs, albeit at 90 degrees to the 

original layout. We collected the hive and took it 3 miles away (any nearer 

the bees would have flown back to the site in Harewood), where we are 

endeavouring to persuade the bees to forsake their aged combs for a pristine 

new box of brood frames. We are of the view that any wild bee colony that 

survived last winter without human support (or perhaps without human 

interference) is worth perpetuating. 

May 2010 

John Fry believes in cosseting the bees. For him a simple wooden roof on the 

hive is no good at all for winter. He set to in September and produced duvets 

for the hives, draft proof covers to go under the roof, filled with Alpaca wool, 

the very latest in beehive loft insulation. Now Alpaca wool is full of Alpaca 

oil, not the sweetest smelling of substances, but none the less very warm. I 
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could imagine the bees; legs crossed and stretched out in the warmth, holding 

their noses against the unnatural smell in the hive.  

February 2011 

The snow through December caused the local green woodpeckers to take an 

unhealthy interest in beehives, and holes started appearing. Normally the 

woodpeckers would be fully engaged in drilling your lawn during the winter, 

but not in times of snow and heavy frost. For the bees, all wrapped up snug 

and warm under their duvets, the arrival of a pneumatic drill cannot have 

been restful, and the disturbance to the clustering colony is potentially as 

serious as the damage to the hive. Thankfully, John Fry set to in the frost to 

cover all 25 hives with chicken wire, and this has done the trick with no 

further attacks so far. 

August 2012 

As part of Andover Beekeepers Association’s programme of education, we 

mentor beekeeping beginners through their first year or two. A group 

recently came with us to inspect the bees, and they commented upon the 

choking smell of the smoke from John Fry’s smoker. John advised that the 

hessian sacking, used as fuel in his smoker, had recently been in the dog 

kennel as the dog’s bed! He added that he thought the older dog generally 

didn’t bother to get up in the night to spend a penny – Far too much 

information! 

June 2013 

Chilbolton and Wherwell bees generally survived the cold winter of 2012/13. 

John Fry heard of a bee farmer in Scotland who lost 750 out of 800 colonies, 

so we must count ourselves fortunate that we don’t make a living out of 

keeping bees. After seeing the effects of the cold spring weather on farmer’s 

crops, I’m not sure I’d fancy making a living out of farming, either! 

July 2014 

John Fry has ploughed up his meadow and sowed wildflower seed 

throughout. The ploughing was done by cultivator, but there was John, just 

like in the parable of the sower, spreading the seed by hand. There is not 

much stony ground up at Windwhistle, at present it is a sea of mud, but we 

look forward to it producing a mass of wildflowers to aid the bees through 

July and August.  

February 2015 

John was browsing in a second-hand book shop and came across a stack of 

old vinyl LPs. He could not resist looking through these LPs and found to his 

amazement a very limited edition recording by a leading entomologist who 
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had recorded the sounds of different species of British wasps. John just had 

to listen to this and asked the lady serving if she could play the LP to him. 

She agreed and set it going at 33 rpm. John listened very intently to the first 

track and said to her: 

“That doesn’t sound like a wasp, that’s a honeybee!” 

On the next track he listened intently again: 

“That doesn’t sound like a wasp, that’s a bumble bee!” 

“Oh”, she said, “I’m so sorry, silly me, I’ve been playing you the B 

side!” 

October 2014 

We urgently needed a 1 cm ball bearing for our honey separator. 

I tried John Fry first. He has a workshop with everything you normally need.  

“Have you got a 1cm ball bearing, John?”  

“No but I have got some balls of lead”. I could not imagine that a 

ball of lead would do, but we went through a drawer, and sure 

enough there were the balls of lead.  

“What have you got these for, John?” 

“They’re for killing Germans”.  

Hitherto I hadn’t detected any signs of Euroscepticism in John, but then 

again, he had in the past professed an admiration for UKIP.  

“Where did you get these balls of lead from, John?” 

“I took them out of 12 bore shotgun cartridges given to me by the 

Home Guard”. 

“When was that John?” 

“Oh, about 1940!” 

In 1940, the Home Guard were somewhat short of weaponry, and anyone 

who had a 12 bore was issued with special cartridges with lead balls in them, 

for killing invaders. The ten year old John Fry managed to acquire some of 

these cartridges and cut out the lead balls. History does not relate to what he 

did with the cordite. 

  Still, a lead ball would not work as a bearing, but as we poked through the 

balls, there was a shiny one, it was steel, it was 1cm across, it fitted the 

spinner, we were in business! 

  As John says, he never throws anything away; it will come in useful 

someday. In this case it did, 74 years later! 

  So passes a wonderful man, a friend to all Andover beekeepers, to many 

beaters and pickers up, game keepers and working cocker spaniel owners 

throughout North Hampshire. I have never seen so many working cockers in 

one place, as in Wherwell Village on the day of his funeral. 

Jolyon Pope 
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Stockbridge Cinema is back in May 
Just to let you know we are pleased to be restarting our film screenings again 

in May with just one film this time: 

 

 
 

Wednesday 19 May  

Little Women (PG) 

Greta Gerwig writes and directs this period adaptation of the novel by Louisa 

May Alcott starring Saoirse Ronan, Emma Watson, Florence Pugh and Eliza 

Scanlen. Set in 1860s New England, the March sisters - Jo, Meg, Amy and 

Beth - are growing up in the aftermath of the American Civil War. With 

ambitions far beyond the hopes of her mother and aunt, Jo dreams of one day 

becoming a writer. Tired of the assumptions that all a woman is good for is 

marrying a man, Jo sets out to prove her worth and endeavours to encourage 

her sisters to do the same. 

Showing at Stockbridge Town Hall SO20 6HE at 4.30pm and 

7.30pm. Tickets can be purchased online from 1 May for £5.50 plus £0.50p 

booking fee per ticket (£6.00 total) via www.stockbridgecinema.org.uk  or by 

telephone from TicketSource 0333 666 3366 (£1.75 charge per booking in 

addition to online ticket price for telephone bookings). Socially distanced 

allocated seating with no drinks or ices yet. Wearing of face coverings is 

required. Subject to Government confirmation of the permitted restart date 

for cinemas - full refund if cancelled.  Visit our website for full details. 

Paul Kidd 

Stockbridge Community Cinema 

01261 811179 / 07732 580721 

http://www.stockbridgecinema.org.uk/
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May Poem Pieces and Sayings 
 

The month of May, according to the Gregorian calendar, is 

named after Maia―the goddess of springtime and growth. 

Historically, the gentle warmth of the month caused flowers to 

blossom, crops to sprout, and people to dance. Children made 

garlands from greenery and participated in joyful celebrations 

on the first day of May. 

 
‘When April steps aside for May, like diamonds all the 

raindrops glisten; 

Fresh violets open every day; to some new bird each hour we 

listen.’  

Lucy Larcom 

 

‘It is now May … It is the month wherein Nature hath her fill of 

mirth, and the senses are filled with delights.’  Nicholas Breton 

 

‘And after winter folweth grene May’ Geoffrey Chaucer 

 

‘March winds and April showers, Bring forth May flowers.’  

English proverb 

 

‘As full of spirit as the month of May, and as gorgeous as the 

sun in Midsummer.’  

William Shakespeare 

 

‘Among the changing months, May stands confest the sweetest, 

and in fairest colours dressed.’  

James Thomson  

 

The world’s favourite season is the spring. All things seem 

possible in May.’  

Edwin Way Teale 

 

/cont. 
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May Poem Pieces and Sayings (continued) 
 

‘Marry in the month of May, and you’ll surely rue the day….. 

Married when bees o’er May blossoms flit, strangers around 

your board will sit.’ 

New Zealand Proverb 

 

‘Winds of May, that dance on the sea, dancing a ring-around in 

glee  

From furrow to furrow, while overhead, the foam flies up to be 

garlanded.’  

James Joyce  

 

‘And the May month flaps its glad green leaves like wings, 

Delicate-filmed as new-spun silk.’  

Thomas Hardy 

 

‘Cloud-piercing peak, and trackless heath, instinctive homage 

pay;  

Nor wants the dim-lit cave a wreath, to honour thee, sweet 

May.’  

William Wordsworth 

 

‘Its May, the lusty month of May, that darling month when 

everyone throws self-control away’.  

Alan jay Lerner  

 

Let all thy joys be as the month of May, And all thy days be as a 

marriage day.’  

Francis Quarles 

 

‘Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, And summer’s 

lease hath all too short a date.’  

William Shakespeare 

 

‘A great difference between May and Day is the M and D! 

Be a good Managing Director of your life each day in May.’  

Ernest Agyemang Yeboah 
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Census update 
Tens of thousands of people 

across Test Valley & The New 

Forest have already made sure 

they count when it comes to 

planning and provision of the 

key services we all rely upon, 

like GP surgeries, school places 

and hospital beds, by filling out 

their online census form. 

  However, it is vital everyone 

who hasn’t yet responded does 

so as soon as possible now Census Day, March 21, has been and gone. 

   Field officers are already out and about and will visit households who 

have not submitted their census this Easter weekend. The operation will 

reach its peak next week so more officers will be knocking at doors where 

our records show there has been no response. 

   Everyone is required by law to respond to the census and if you do so 

now you won’t be fined. The census questionnaire is simple, straightforward, 

and safe to complete online. It only takes 10 minutes per person in a 

household. 

   The role of field officers is to give help and encouragement to those who 

have not yet filled in their census questionnaire online or on paper after 

Census Day and direct them to the support services they need. Field staff will 

never need to enter people’s houses; they will always be socially distanced, 

be equipped with PPE and work in line with all government Guidance. They 

will be operating in the same way as a postal or food delivery visit. They also 

carry ID to show they are genuinely working on the census. 

   The census is a unique survey of all households in England and Wales. To 

be truly representative, it needs everyone to be counted.  That includes 

people with second homes, If you’ve not been to your caravan, holiday let or 

city commuter pad because of lockdown, you still need to complete a census 

for all your properties – even if there’s no-one there – so that we get an 

accurate picture of the entire housing stock. 

   If you need assistance to complete your Census, you can make an 

appointment with our local Census Support Centres, either over the phone or 

in person by calling 0300 555 1387 and someone will help you! 

Peter Dewbery  

Census Engagement Manager l Test Valley, New Forest, West Oxfordshire & 

Vale of White Horse  

 Office for National Statistics  
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Bertram Hutchings Caravan visits Wherwell 

 
A Hutchings Winchester caravan with a 1937 Hillman 14 

In 2015, the Caravan and Motorhome Club Collection received the incredible 

archive of Bertram Hutchings Caravans Ltd, later known as Winchester 

Caravans. Based in Winchester, Hampshire, the company’s founder Bertram 

Hutchings was also a talented photographer who often selected striking 

backdrops for pictures of his caravans and motorhomes. 

The Club’s Collection, hosted at the National Motor Museum, contains 

over 1000 photographs featuring the caravan designs of Hutchings and his 

travels in them, dating from his first tours in 1911 until the late 1950s. Many 

pictures were taken in and around his Hampshire home and the nearby New 

Forest, whereas some are from much further afield and include tours of 

Scotland and Bavaria. The photo above, plus another taken in Wherwell can 

be seen in the Flickr album: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/camc_collection/albums/72157713446114721 

The locations featured in some of the photographs were previously 

identified by staff and volunteers during a recent project to fully catalogue 

and digitise the collection. Thanks to a wonderful response from members of 

the public we have now been able to identify where more of the pictures 

were taken. There are some pictures which still remain a mystery and we 

would love to hear from you if you can help. 

Angela Willis 

 

https://nationalmotormuseum.org.uk/enquiries/contact-us
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Diary Dates 
 

A reminder of deadlines for the June magazine: 

May 10th for copy and May 6th for ad hoc ads. 

 

See articles in magazine for further information 

Local Elections            May 6th 

Chilbolton Neighbourhood plan Referendum  May 6th  

 

Parish Council Meetings:   

Chilbolton                                                              May 17th at 6.30pm 

Wherwell (AGM & Parish Assembly)        May 11th 7.00pm 

 

Wherwell History Group- Cecil Rhodes                 May 21st  8.00pm   

Stockbridge Cinema – Little Women May 19th 4.30 & 7.30 pm 

 

Save the Date! 

Wallop wheels and Wings                                   July 3rd  from 9.30am   

Wherwell Primary School Fete             July 11th 12-4.00pm 
 

 

Gordon Pack 
 

Gordon Pack died peacefully at home in River Mead, Wherwell on 

22nd March 2021, aged 96 years. 

 

For 38 years, between 1951 and 

1989, Gordon was a well-respected 

and much loved GP doctor in 

Andover. His wife Mary, who died 

in 1997, was also a GP in the same 

Andover practice. Gordon will be 

remembered for his help with many 

local events and in particular his 

booklet "A Walk Through 

Wherwell" and his work associated 

with the Village Design Statement. 

Stephen MacDonald 
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WHAT’S ON IN THE AREA – May 
By the time you’re reading this, many of the restrictions will have been 

lifted.  Most of the sites we usually get information from are still saying 

things like “On sale dates and times are yet to be announced…” 

Consequently this “What’s On” has links and ideas that might inspire further 

investigation. 
 

Tue 11th 

Join Aled Jones for a special concert at Winchester 

Cathedral as he embarks on a UK-wide tour, performing 

at many of the nation’s best-loved cathedrals 7-11pm 

https://www.ents24.com/winchester-events/winchester-

cathedral/aled-jones/6137936 

Sun 16th  
Artisan Market (Andover) – Wide range of local traders, 

enabling you to shop locally and support local businesses 

Sat 22nd  

Nova Foresta Classical Players (professional chamber 

orchestra) are playing at Romsey Abbey SO51 8EN 

7:30pm start (booking and enquiries 01794 513125) 

Sun 23rd  

Simply Electric at Beaulieu - All electric vehicle owners 

are invited to drive into Beaulieu and park up within the 

museum parkland for what promises to be a superb day 

out for both electric vehicle owners and enthusiasts.  

SO42 7ZN   Tel:  01590 612345 

Wed 19th 
James Blunt - Bournemouth International Centre (BIC) 

BH2 5BH 6:30pm to 11pm (Enquiries 0844 5763000) 

BBC Bitesize 

Use BBC Bitesize to help with homework, revision and 

learning. Find free videos, step-by-step guides, activities 

and quizzes - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

Online Church 

Services 

https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/join-

us-church-online/weekly-online-services/plough-sunday 

Downloadable  

Walks 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lists/downloadable-

walks-in-hampshire 

Farmers’ Markets 

Romsey - First Sunday of every month 10am - 3pm 

Winchester - Second and last Sunday of every month 9am -2pm 

Andover - Third Sunday of every month (March to December) 
Plus… Andover Market for All Seasons – every Friday 8:30am - 1pm 
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Stockbridge Music 

 

 

 

 

AN UNASHAMED APPEAL TO RAISE MONEY FOR 

OUR ARTISTS 

Dear Stockbridge Music Supporter 

The pandemic has been a cruel moment in our history for many people, not 

least for our artists and their audiences. To brighten your days leading up to 

the easing of restrictions at the end of June, and to put some welcome funds 

into our artists’ pockets, we have put together an exclusive series of three 

filmed concerts by some of our past performers, for you to view. 

Spread over three dates in April and May, our video series comes from these 

top artists: 

•Roger Owens, piano 

•Corran String Quartet (Royal Academy of Music) 

•David Owen Norris on his 1828 Broadwood Concert Grand Piano 

 

These concerts will be exclusive to Stockbridge Music subscribers. 

   As you know, the livelihoods of freelance artists have been decimated by 

the pandemic. With this series, we aim to offer the artists up to 30% of their 

usual fee in exchange for an exclusive film of a recent concert. We feel it’s a 

win-win because you get to see and hear some fabulous music in your own 

home, whilst knowing that you are helping musicians to weather the storm. 

   Stockbridge Music currently has 350 loyal members and we have set a 
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target to raise £1,500 to underwrite this series of concerts. We have set up the 

Stockbridge Music Artists Fund, which Stockbridge Music has primed 

with over £250 to get us started. 

   The committee felt it unwise to go ahead without first raising these funds, 

so in effect we are asking you to subscribe to the series in advance for a 

suggested minimum donation, covering the three concerts, of £45 per 

household. 

   Your subscription will allow you to view the films for a set period, details 

of which will be available nearer the time. We hope you will be thrilled with 

this opportunity to support these wonderful artists, all from the safety and 

comfort of your own home without having to brave the elements, viruses, or 

any other nasties out there! 

   Thank you in advance for your generous support. We are hoping to start 

these concerts in early April, and would be grateful for your subscriptions by 

the end of March. As soon as we hit our target of £1,500, we will let you 

know that we are under starters orders, and the above artists will be 

performing for you in your homes. Click the link below to join in: 

 

Subscribe to our Spring concert series: 

https://www.stockbridgemusic.uk/spring-series 

We look forward to receiving your donations to set the wheels in motion.  

 

"I have been delighted to join others by donating £250 to the 

Stockbridge Music Artists Fund, set up to keep artists in paid work 

during this difficult moment in time.  I urge all of us who value the 

contribution that Stockbridge Music makes to cultural life in the Test 

Valley to donate what you can to this worthy cause."   

  - Guy Boney QC, Chair of Stockbridge Music  

 

We look forward to ‘seeing’ you online and - with luck and a favourable 

wind – seeing you in person later in the year.  

With best wishes, 

Tim Lowden, Musical Director  

 

Wherwell Home Guard Club 
Has re-opened in April. 

Hours could be variable, so please check the latest news on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1765109447068156 

 

https://www.stockbridgemusic.uk/spring-series
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F1765109447068156&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ca952e6d307c04ba08ee908d90311af03%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637544196739200778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qjem85gp86VdPV8yym7rio7GzZk%2BaY5zBKWCRdjT4i0%3D&reserved=0
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Cats Protection 
 
This striking little cat is Cassie, she is 

just under a year old. She has had 

some medical problems but this is 

now under control with medication 

so she is ready to find her new home. 

She is very affectionate and playful. 

   Fundraising has been difficult for 

our little branch throughtout the 

pandemic and a lot of the events we 

would normally take part in are still 

postponed this summer.  

 

If you would like to help our 

branch in any way, we are 

currently trying to raise money 

through our eBay account. Just 

search Andover Cats Protection on 

ebay to find our listings. 100% off 

all money raised goes straight to 

helping the cats and kittens in our 

care. 

 

For all homing, fund raising and volunteer 
enquiries; 

Telephone: 0345 260 1501 or 
Email: sylvia.cp@outlook.com 

 
To view all cats currently up for adoption 

visit andover.cats.org.uk 
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Cecil Rhodes, Britain and building an empire in Africa 
“I would annex the planets if I could” 

Africa is the second largest continent in the world. Of all the land in the 

world, for every 5 square metres of land that exist, 1 of those is in 

Africa. Africa is also the second most populous continent in the world.  

And yet, in only a few decades at the end of the 19th century, European 

control over Africa went from minimum to near total. Why and how this 

happened has continued to fascinate historians through to the present day. 

Depending on their perspective, different scholars have emphasised strategic, 

or domestic political, or economic reasons why this happened with such 

speed. 

To get at what powered imperialism 

in the late nineteenth century, this talk 

will focus on one individual, an 

individual perhaps now felt 

synonymous with British imperialism: 

Cecil Rhodes. In a brief life – Rhodes 

died in 1902, aged only 48 – but in his 

time he achieved a lot. 

He was a senior politician in South 

Africa, a very successful businessman, 

and a well-known media figure with 

well-known ambitions for the British 

Empire. The famous 1892 Punch 

cartoon of Rhodes bestriding the 

African continent like a colossus is 

testament to how much the man was 

seen as synonymous with imperial 

ambitions in Africa.  

This is a story of gold and diamonds, of skulduggery, and of the greasy 

pole of politics. And this is a story of race – of a man convinced that the 

British were the pre-eminent people in the world. Were the British elite to 

convene a secret society dedicated to extending stull further the boundaries 

of British rule, Rhodes wrote in his will, this would see to the establishment 

of a power so great ‘as to hereafter render wars impossible and promote the 

best interests of humanity’. 

Looking at the era through the story of one man enables us to consider in 

more detail what drove such extraordinarily unprecedented levels of empire 

building. Looking at the individual in the context of his era enables us to 

better understand what made one man tick. 

Dr Christopher Prior, University of Southampton 
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The Chilbolton Church Fete  
As you all know we had to cancel last year’s Church Fete because of the 

pandemic restrictions, and we have reluctantly concluded that we will not be 

able to stage the Fete this year either. The earliest that communal Village 

activities would be allowed to take place will be just before Fete day; and 

with a risk of further delays, we think it would be unfair to the Fete 

Organisers if they were put to a great deal of work beforehand, only for the 

Fete to be cancelled at the last minute.  

   We are however hoping to organise an Auction of Promises later in the 

summer - to raise money for the church but also, importantly, to have an 

enjoyable village social evening. If we are able to do that, we may contact 

you at a later date to ask for your support.  

  One or two people have asked me recently what happens to the money 

raised from the Fete. 

   St. Mary’s Church has few sources of income. An important part of our 

income comes from regular donations generously given by the church 

congregation. These, along with occasional gifts and income from church 

social events, cover our share of payments to the Diocese, who meet the costs 

for our Benefice Rector, Jax. Chilbolton is one church in a Benefice grouping 

of five churches, including Wherwell. These donations allow Revd. Jax to 

continue her vital spiritual, sacramental and pastoral work among us. 

   The other principal source of income for the church is the money raised 

by the annual Fete, which is supplemented by some additional money raised 

from Village Magazine advertising (shared with Wherwell Church) and a 

contribution from the Parish Council towards churchyard maintenance. 

   From this income we have to meet the costs of church and churchyard 

upkeep, and regular repairs to the church, together with insurance premiums 

and cost of electricity, water and administration. We also need to put aside 

money to cover major repairs or rebuilding which inevitably arise from time 

to time with a Grade 1 Listed building, and which are often very costly. We 

want St. Mary’s to continue to be a credit to the Village and we put aside 

surplus income for it. Without the fete income over these two years our 

Reserves have been greatly depleted, of course, and it is important that we 

rebuild them over time. 

   On behalf of Revd. Jax and the PCC I would like to thank everyone for 

the way in which the whole Village Community helps to maintain St. Mary’s 

Church in such excellent order – we could not do it without your active help 

and generous financial support.  In the meantime we pray for benevolent 

weather and a watertight roof ! 

Andrew Kent 

Chairman 

Chilbolton Parochial Church Council 
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 Wherwell History Group – Programme of Talks 
 
        

 

 
 

 

May 21st  

Dr. Christopher Prior 

Cecil Rhodes, 

Britain and Building an 

Empire in Africa 
 

This is a story of gold and diamonds,  of 

skulduggery, and of the greasy pole of 

politics. And this is a story of race – of 

a man convinced that the British were 

the pre-eminent people in the world. 
 

 

 

 

June 18th 

John Smith 

Roman Life 

around Wherwell 
 

 

AGM has been postponed from May to September 

 

 

 

Whilst the uncertainties of exit from Lockdown-3 continue into May, talks 

will be illustrated presentations using Zoom video conferencing. 
 

Talks will start at 8pm 

To make a booking, please email wherwellhistory@gmail.com 
 

For 2021, an annual membership fee of £15 gives free admission to all talks. 

For non-members, the admission fee is £4 per event. 

Andrew Flanagan 
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Wherwell Parish Council  
Report from the meeting held on 13th April 2021 (virtually) 

The Parish Council met via zoom and was joined by HCC Councillor 

Gibson, District Councillor Drew, and one member of public.  

    The minutes of the March meeting were agreed & signed as accurate. 

There were three matters arising: it is understood that Tetrapak cannot be 

included with general household recycling, the possibility of a separate bin 

for this is still being explored; the proposed meeting with the Wherwell 

History Group to discuss the funding for their archiving had not yet been 

arranged; the PC agreed that it would like to apply for some free trees for the 

Parish in the Autumn, which would include some hedging for “Purvers 

Patch”;  the  local estates within the parish will also be contacted to see if 

they are interested in being included.  

    During her financial report, the clerk presented the accounts spreadsheet 

& the expenditure was agreed. It was noted that the VAT refund on relevant 

Parish Council & WPF expenditure for 2020 had been received from HMRC. 

Having taken these matters into account the financial position at the end of 

the year was also noted. The PC will be carrying forward more money than 

usual as a result of two projects not coming to fruition this year as planned. 

The donations that were received together with the money set aside by the 

PC are ring fenced for the repairs to the war memorial. The clerk reported 

that the usual timescales for the submission of papers to the external auditors 

apply this year (an extension had been granted for the year 2019/20 accounts 

due to Covid -19) 

    Progress on the three special projects within the parish was discussed. 

Cllr Bryant reported that, he will be meeting with the stonemason at the war 

memorial to discuss the recommendations made by the War Memorial Trust. 

Taking the recommendations into account an application for repairs will then 

be presented to the PC for approval before submitting to TVBC planning 

department. 

    Cllr Newell updated the Council with the progress on the project at 

“Purvers Patch”. Following the results of the questionnaires that had been 

circulated to local residents a meeting had been held, the group is working 

well together and a plan for the area drawn up. The focus being to keep the 

area an open space and as natural as possible. Cllr Shean added that the stock 

fence should be up on the railway cutting side of the site by the weekend.  

    Cllr Shean reported that the papers   from the Estate, regarding the 

permissive footpath running alongside the B3240, Winchester Rd. have been 

with HCC for some time and they seem to be holding the project up. Cllr 

Gibson agreed to try and escalate the situation.  

    Cllr Hutton reported that a constructive meeting had taken place with 

representatives from the football & cricket clubs who have agreed to organise 
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the fundraising for the WPF. Last year WPF capital reserves were reduced by 

over £7,000 but they still hold reserves to cover the next year or two 

depending on repairs. He also reported that sad news that Chilbolton 

Preschool will be closing in July, but that there may be the possibility of a 

nursery being in place by September so there would still be provision for the 

under 5’s in the village. He added that some “Private Keep Out “signs are to 

be placed on the Playing Fields Boundary fence with the Estate to hopefully 

deter children from climbing over the fence, which in places is close to the 

river. 

    Cllr Broadbent echoed the sad Preschool closure news and added that she 

has been trying to make contact with Wherwell Estate regarding the possible 

land for development near Beech Grove. 

    HCC Councillor Gibson attended the meeting for the last time after 

twelve years in his role. He had sent in a monthly update for the Councillors 

in advance of the meeting and reported that generally things were quiet due 

to proximity of the elections in May.  He added that Chilbolton PC plan to 

reinstate the bridge over the river Test, near the Mayfly which will give a 

much safer crossing point than having to use the road bridge on the A3057. 

    District Councillor Drew reported that parking charges in Andover town 

centre car parks have now been reinstated but wished to remind everyone 

that it is still free to park after 4 pm & there also many free dash & go spaces 

around the town. TVBC continue to have success with fines for fly tipping in 

the region. He also reported that talks are still on-going with regard to the 

proposed asylum seekers camp at Barton Stacey and added that MP Caroline 

Nokes & TVBC are lobbying hard against it on the grounds that the site is 

inappropriate. 

    Two new planning applications were considered by the PC; a single 

storey domestic rear extension at The Coach House, and tree works to an 

Oak at Silver Birches were both supported. It was noted that the PC had 

supported the proposed works to a conifer at New House and had contacted 

planning enforcement at TVBC following concerns over the new “layby” at 

Toll Cottage. On earlier applications it was noted that TVBC had no 

objection to the tree works at The Mill House, Mole Hall and the re-

pollarding of the Lime tress at New House. Consent was given to the tree 

works at Harewood Barn & permission to the variations to the proposed 

works at Freelands & the Bat House.  

    Cllr Broadbent reported on the well run & interesting webinar organised 

by Chilbolton Parish Council regarding the use of Chilbolton Common going 

forward. She also agreed to be the second point of contact for the Parish 

Lengthsman. The future use of the bus shelter was considered, as currently a 

number of unwanted items are being left by people in the area. This has only 

happened since that start of Covid -19, so it was decided to monitor the 
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situation & review it once “normal service has been resumed". The new 

complaints procedure was considered and adopted.  

    Arrangements for the parish assembly and annual parish council meeting 

were considered. It was confirmed that both meetings will be held outdoors 

at the Playing Fields on 25th May starting at 4.30pm.  

    Three items of correspondence were considered: 

   TVBC had been contacted by a resident regarding the ownership of a dog 

waste bin at Fullerton. The PC confirmed that, due to concerns over the 

amount of dog fouling in the village, it had recently purchased three dog 

waste bins in the parish which it empties regularly. 

    The PC has been trying to establish who is responsible for reinstating the 

street nameplate at Beech Grove. Cllr Drew agreed to investigate further.  

    A member of the Wherwell history group had again contacted the PC 

regarding help with the cost of archiving of its information. As with all 

requests for funding, the grant application papers will be forwarded to the 

WHG.  

    The next scheduled meeting will be the annual PC meeting which will 

immediately follow the Parish Assembly which to be held on Tuesday 25th 

May at 4.30pm. 

Sean Hutton, Chair 
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Reluctant Spring 
 

The chill east wind yet stirs the lifeless boughs,  

Spring slumbers on in her endless drowse. 

In the early mornings, twigs are looped with intricate lace,  

Only the snowdrop dares to show her delicate face. 

Tho' even now, there is the slightest stirring beneath my feet,  

Far under the frosted surface there is the faintest beat. 

A secret message is being transmitted from below,  

Like a beacon, it sends forth its pulsing glow. 

A message that knows no bounds, 

Travels mighty oceans and distant lands,  

Who could guess, the extent of nature’s secret plans? 

Sweeping African skies so vast and blue without a care,  

The tiny feathered creature, the swallow, dwells there.  

A sudden flash goes through it’s tiny, vibrant heart.  

It knows not why, but flies a restless pounding start –  

Drawn by a giant magnet to the north,  

One more circuit, perhaps two, then sets forth.  

Come tempest, rain or hail, the little bird struggles on,  

In fear that the reason for the journey will be gone.  

Ohl what happiness it gives, joy and delight,  

To hear the first chatter and have the first sight. 

The swallow has returned again, tho' a little late,  

To greet a friend, reluctant spring is at last awake. 

Jeffrey Rowles 

This poem was first published in the Wherwell Anthology 1978. 

Across the following 18 years another eight poems written by Jeff were 

published: his most favourite season being summer! 

 
 

Thank You 

Sheila Rowles and family would like to thank everyone for all the 

cards and flowers they have received. 

Their kind words at such a sad time were most comforting. 
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Chilbolton Pre-School – Learning Through Play 

The Chilbolton Pre-School Management 

Committee has made the difficult decision to 

close the Pre-School indefinitely at the end of this 

school year.   

   It has become increasingly difficult to sustain 

the Pre-School without the vast amounts of grants 

and fund-raising required just to meet the routine 

day-to-day operating costs.  The amount of fund-

raising needed increases annually and will continue to do so.  Fund-raising is 

difficult at the best of times, but the Coronavirus pandemic has further 

limited our ability to hold fund-raising activities (as well as impacting our 

income in other ways). We have also struggled for a number of years to 

attract new Committee members, having to rely on the goodwill of 

volunteers outside of our organisation to support us as Trustees.  Several 

members of staff have been considering their futures outside of Pre-School, 

and the current Chair is standing down imminently for health reasons. 

   This is not a decision that has been made lightly.  Options have been 

discussed and explored, but regretfully the Committee agreed that there is no 

other way forward. 

   We would like to thank the Wherwell Playing Fields Committee, 

Wherwell and Chilbolton Parish Councils, Test Valley Borough Council, 

Andover Town Council, Simplex Turbulo, Leckford Estate, and the many 

other members of the Community who have kindly supported us over the 

years. 

   On a personal note, Sam and myself would like to thank our wonderful 

Team, and all past Team Members for their hard work and dedication to the 

Pre-School over the years.  We are honoured and privileged to have cared for 

well over 400 children during our involvement with the setting, and are very 

proud to have played an important part in their early educational 

development.  We wish all our amazing children, and their families, our very 

best wishes for the future.  

Thank you all x  

Supported by: 

Clarey Gibson 

Chilbolton Pre-School 

07753 378182 
    

 
 



31 

 

 
An Excerpt from Spring – May 

By Laurie Lee 
The month of May in England, so long awaited, is the flower-studded crown 

of Spring, the final raising of the curtain on all we’d been promised (so 

relevant at this present time!!!), the shimmering threshold to the mansions of 

summer (and freedom!!!) Everything, suddenly, begins to happen at once; 

the woods are brilliant as new-washed salads, mornings are clear as water, 

skies as soft as wool, and nature gives a loud green shout of abundance.  

      “Going a-Maying, then?” we used to ask each other. We’d walk through 

the fields at dawn, taking great gulps of the milky air, and counting the 

flowers in the grass. It was Spring, they said, when a barefoot maid could 

tread on seven daisies at once. Our sisters soon proved it, ripping off shoes 

and stockings; then scrubbed their cheeks in the dawn-wet grasses – that 

cheap and traditional beautifier of Spring, said to endow one with eternal 

youth. 

      May the First was for May-a-walking, for choosing the May King and 

Queen, for the setting up of those ribboned maypoles. It was also the 

occasion for gathering flowers and branches and for bearing them home in 

triumph: bluebells, buttercups, buckets of cowslips for wine, wood sorrel, 

cranesbill, cuckoo flowers; scented shaves of wild fruit-blossom coated with 

drunken moths, crab apple, cherry and sloe – anything, that is, except the 

ashen bloom of the blackthorn, which meant death to the head of the house… 

      There were many village ceremonies (unbroken for three thousand 

years): Laurie Lee refers to them as ‘galumphing country frolics’, including 

cheese- rolling, foot-racing, wrestling and the lifting of giant stones. The 

May games on the hilltops were a kind of village Olympics, out of which the 

year’s new heroes were made. Spring in England, today, may be less robust, 

with the motor car replacing the maypole. 

      For the long English Spring, rising to its peak of May, is still a 

conquering power in our lives. In spite of rubber, concrete and insulations of 

asphalt, we are not cut off from it yet. Its revolution each year transforms the 

face of our world, changes the sky, shakes our very roots. Its fragile intensity 

is one of the miracles of the land, rocking us again with disquiet and rapture, 

thawing out for a while even the frozen heart, and warming its pulse to the 

beat of poetry. 
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This lockdown has surely awakened and heightened all our senses and 

pleasures to the amazing natural world we have here on our doorstep, on 

Cow Common, West Down and all along the Test Valley – how fortunate we 

are to be immersed in the beauty and splendour of our spectacular 

Hampshire countryside and wildlife! 

 

 

Feed the Andover Food Banks 
The generous donations of Easter eggs were very much appreciated by the 

local families who received them.  

  It is sad that unfortunately the number of local families who have to rely 

on the support of the Andover Food Banks continues to increase. 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING 

ONE OR TWO ITEMS LISTED BELOW 
 

• Antibacterial cleaning items for kitchens, bathrooms and toilets.  

• Toilet rolls 

• Deodorants, tissues, children and adult toothbrushes and toothpaste. 

• Shampoo and conditioner 

• Bin bags, sandwich bags,  

• cling film and tin foil.   

• Snacks, sandwich fillings, biscuits. 

• Low sugar fruit juice and squash drinks for children.  

• Gravy granules, stock cubes, sauce mixes, ketchup, brown sauce, 

mixed herbs.  
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• Tinned fish, meat, fruit and vegetables. 

• Long life milk and Fruit Juice 
 

Donations can be dropped off in the boxes outside Chilbolton Village Shop, 

or for Wherwell residents, as the Collection box was stolen from the bus 

shelter, please drop off donations to Sue Filmer at 30 High Street, which is 

directly opposite the bus shelter.  

   Please contact us if you have any queries or you would like to make a 

cash donation or set up a standing order to help the Andover Food Banks.  

Gift Aid Forms are available.  

Jane Andrews:   860635  email: flyjohnndrews@aol.com   

Sue Filmer : 860599 or Tessa Youell:  860368  

 

 

Stockbridge Surgery Patient News 

Mobile Telephones  

There is a national system available to GP surgeries to help with booking 

COVID vaccinations. The system works by sending a text message to 

patients who have a mobile telephone. There is a link in the message which 

allows patients to book their own appointment at the Holiday Inn vaccination 

centre. This works for first and second appointments.  

If you receive an invitation but have already booked your vaccination, 

please take the time to click on the link and cancel our invitation. This is 

extremely helpful to us and saves staff time.  

If you have a mobile telephone but you don’t use it or would not check 

your text messages, then it may be best to remove the number from your 

records. Please contact the surgery by telephone or by eConsult 

(administrative query) to make any changes.  

 

COVID vaccination programme  

If you are aged 50 or over and have not had your first 

COVID vaccination, please contact us. Patients are being 

invited in for their second vaccination.  

You will hear from us, by text message if you have a mobile number on 

your records between 9-11 weeks after your first vaccination.  There are a 

number of patients who already have their second appointments booked at 

the Holiday Inn at the beginning of May. These appointments were booked 

under a different system. Please keep your appointment unless you hear from 

us that we need to rebook it. 

Gwen Picco 

 

mailto:flyjohnndrews@aol.com
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Recipe of the month 
 

Chilled Rhubarb and hibiscus 

with vanilla cream  

 

 
 

 
A refreshing and light dessert, perfect for entertaining outdoors.  You can 

prepare everything a day or two ahead and keep refrigerated.  Serves 4  

 

1k forced Rhubarb (trimmed and cut into 2cm lengths)  

2 hibiscus teabags (improvise here, use jasmine/earl gray/ mint as you wish) 

100gr caster sugar 

1 bag of frozen strawberries or forest fruits   

2 tablespoons cold double cream  

Vanilla paste / essence  

Handful of mint leaves and caster sugar to serve   

 

Put the rhubarb and tea bags in a saucepan with 250ml water, cover and bring 

to a simmer until the rhubarb is soft but retains it’s shape. Allow to cool. 

 

Once cold, use a slotted spoon to pick out the most intact pieces, set aside, 

discard the teabags. Strain the rest and tip the strained rhubarb into a blender. 

 

Return the liquid to the pan and add a third of the sugar, bring to a simmer 

and keep stirring for about 8 minutes until you have a thick jammy syrup.  

Remove from the heat and tip in the ‘good’ Rhubarb, allow to cool.  

 

While that cools, add the frozen fruit, remaining sugar and vanilla into the 

blender along with the strained rhubarb, and blitz until smooth. Refrigerate.  

 

Just before serving, stir a drop of vanilla into the cream.  Pound the mint 

leaves and sugar in a mortar until the sugar turns deep minty green.  To 

serve, divide the soup between four bowls, top with the rhubarb syrup, 

drizzle with the cream and finish with a scattering of mint sugar. Enjoy. 
Note from editor:  Please send in your recipes to cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk. If 

not published in the same month as submitted, they will appear in later issues ☺ 
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To All Magazine Contributors 
We are eternally grateful for the regular contributions provided by villagers 

for the magazine each month. However, we would be even more grateful if 

the submissions were all provided in the A5 Template format. 
 

If you are a contributor and already doing this – thank you! If not, please ask 

the magazine Content Manager to email you the template next month before 

you copy and paste your submission into it. Many thanks. 

Stephen MacDonald, Mag Chairman 

 

Magazine Committee 
 

Stephen MacDonald 

(Chair & Secretary) 

01264 860246 

      smacdonald500@btinternet.com 

Geoff Cockram   (Advertising)           cw.advertising@outlook.com 

Terry Gilmour 01264 860507 Tessa Youell 01264 860368 

 

Village Contacts – Parish Councillors 

Wherwell Councillors Chilbolton Councillors 

Sean Hutton (Chair)               860443 

Lizzie Broadbent (Vice Chair)        860434 

Jo Baughen  (Clerk)          01264 586899  

                  wherwellclerk@gmail.com 

Sue Blazdell                      860462 

Peter Bryant (Tree Warden)  860541 

Susanne Hasselman         860741 

Diane Newell                                  720464 

Steve Shean (Flood Warden)       860249 

David Neudegg (Chair)         07894 475 708 

David Griffiths (Vice Chair)               860313 

Mandy Denyer (Clerk)      07514 670 919 

                        chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk 

Tony Ewer                         860486 

Geoff Cockram                07703 775 743 

George Marits                                        860293 

David Hall                                  07813 455 069 

Sue Larcombe             860277 

Fiona Barrie             860264 
  

      

Village Contacts - District & County Councillors 
 

Wherwell District Councillor 

David Drew               01264 357024 

County Councillor: 

Andrew Gibson              01264 861138 

Chilbolton District Councillor 

David Drew               01264 357024 

Wherwell Parish Council website 
https://www.wherwellparishcouncil.org.uk 

mailto:smacdonald500@btinternet.com
mailto:cw.advertising@outlook.com
mailto:wherwellclerk@gmail.com
mailto:chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.wherwellparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Village Contacts – Clubs & Organisations 
 

Clubs and organisations 

Badminton            Jill Lord     860667 

Beavers/Cub scouts         Frances Waghorn   01962 776048 

Brownies             Julie Shone             01962 761269 

Care Group (Driver Coordinator)      Su Field     861338 

  (Admin)         Sally Griffiths    860313 

Chilbolton Church Flowers       Jane Brown                   860726 

Chilbolton Coffee Morning       Sheila Laughton   860460 

Chilbolton Neighbourhood Watch     Denise Hall    860543 

Chilbolton Open Spaces Committee     David Griffiths (Chair) 860313 

Flood Advisory Group        Terry Gilmour    860507 

Horticultural Society         Sheila Evans    860697 

Joyrides Community Bus        Mary Dunne    860398 

John Musters    810459 

Midday Mums                                                            Joyce Payne                      860296 

Pre-School            Sam Inglis              07732 095814 

Short Mat Bowls         Deb & Richard Richardson 861082 

Village Hall (Chilbolton) - Booking Only   Kate Ballard         860524 

                 chilboltonhallbookings@outlook.com  

Village Hall (Chilbolton) - All other matters   Tony Ewer     860486 

Village Hall (Wherwell) - Bookings     Julie Dickenson   07519 357593 

Village Webmaster                                                 chilboltonandwherwell@gmail.com  

Village Website          www.chilboltonandwherwell.info  

Wherwell Church Flowers       Jo Baughen    860319 

Wherwell Cricket Club                                             Nigel Horne (Chair)  07876 122927 

                                                                                              nigelhorne@ntlworld.com  

Wherwell History Group        Andrew Flanagan   860560 

Wherwell Home Guard Club       Sandie Bastable (Chair) 363499 

Wherwell Ladies Night        Angela Hughes   860877 

Wherwell Playing Fields        Sean Hutton (Chair)  860443 

Wherwell Primary School (Admin Officer)   Denise Hall    860384 

Wherwell Primary School (Chair of Governors)  Sean Hutton    860443 

Wherwell Neighbourhood Watch      Michael Payne   860296 

Wherwell Singers (www.wherwellsingers.org )  Dale Webb    860074 

White Lion Folk Club         Roly Clarke   07919 120159 

Women’s Institute          Pat Lloyd                01264 353635 

Yoga             Pam Flanagan                   860560 

Test Villages U3A (www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk )    Geoff Thompson    01264 782771 
 

Coronavirus Helplines:    

Wherwell – Jo  860 277 

Chilbolton - Fiona 860 264; Jo 07910 280 702; Geoff and Anna 860 333 

mailto:chilboltonhallbookings@outlook.com
mailto:chilboltonandwherwell@gmail.com
http://www.chilboltonandwherwell.info/
mailto:nigelhorne@ntlworld.com
http://www.wherwellsingers.org/
http://www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk/

