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Chilbolton and Wherwell Community Magazine 
cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk 

October 2020 
October, the Harvest month. I have read that this year there will be a bumper 

crop of apples and the Mag Team are delighted to be delivering to you a 

bumper 40-page edition. Again, there is no Diary Dates section, but we do 

have What’s On, plus Annual Meetings, Church Services, Harvest Festival, 

History Talks and Stockbridge Films; all making a (very!) tentative return. 

Elsewhere, in these pages, you can read about bats, bees, Chilbolton 

Chuggers, David’s walk, Freelands, gardens and finishing with a lovely tribute 

to Ray Blazdell. 

 Andrew Flanagan  
 

 

Thank you to our contributors this month, and to our production team Deirdre 

Kenny, Anna Cockram and Andrew Flanagan, supported by Michael Payne our 

distribution coordinator, David Fellowes and all our distribution helpers. Special 

thanks to Tim Whiteside our ‘What’s On’ Coordinator.  

We are a group of volunteers supporting our community. To help us please 

submit your copy to cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk  no later than the 10th of the 

month for inclusion in the following month’s magazine.  It is important that your 

articles are submitted in MS Word using an A5 template and font Times New Roman 

size 11. For adverts for local events, please keep to half of an A5 page and please 

don't create any fancy formatting as this causes setting problems - MS Word text 

with clip art inside a border is fine. 

If you do not have access to a computer, please contact the Magazine Chairman, 

Stephen MacDonald, on 01264 860246 to arrange for your article to be typed by one 

of the team. 

 The editors reserve the right to omit, amend or condense any item submitted for 

publication. The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily shared by the 

editors or the magazine team. Any article printed in this magazine may be 

reproduced on the Chilbolton or Wherwell websites. Contributors who do not wish 

their material to be published on the village websites must specify this at the time 

they submit their article.  

 
 

  

 

Magazine Advertising  

Chilbolton and Wherwell Magazine is grateful to all the Regular Advertisers who support 

this Magazine and allow it to be delivered free to every household. A limited number of Ad 

Hoc Adverts can be published each month, at a rate of £25 per half-page. Adverts, which 

must be submitted in jpeg or MS Word format, should be emailed to 

cw.advertising@outlook.com by the 6th of the month for insertion in the following month’s 

issue. 

mailto:cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7IEMDc5hqjaY1NianRIY2ZhcUk/view?usp=sharing
mailto:cw.advertising@outlook.com
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Church Matters 

The Downs Benefice 

 The Reverend Jax Machin, Rector 

      

 

The Rectory, Church Lane, Littleton, SO22 6QY   

    email: revdjax@downsbenefice.org.uk 
 

 

Benefice Administrators 

Caroline McAulay 

 ‘The Downs Benefice’ Office, The Rectory, Church Lane, Littleton, 

Winchester SO22 6QY 

Tel: 01962 880845       email: office@downsbenefice.org.uk 

The Benefice Office is open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
 

 

 

ST PETER AND HOLY CROSS, WHERWELL 

Churchwarden 

 

 Pam Prince 4 Manor Cottages, 

Fullerton 

01264 860 441 

w.prince04@tiscali.co.uk  

PCC 

Treasurer 

Nigel 

Waters 

Bramshill,  

Fullerton Road 

Wherwell, SP11 7JS 

01264 861 326 

nigel.waters@sky.com 

 
 

 

 

ST MARY THE LESS, CHILBOLTON 
Churchwarden position vacant   

PCC Secretary      Wendy Fakes wendyandrews875@btinternet.com  01264 860 237 

PCC Treasurer Michael Payne michael@mjpayne.f9.co.uk     01264 860 296 

 
 

From the Church Records 
 

 Date Name (s) 

Wherwell 

Wedding 22nd August Michael Darcy & Rachel Eddy 

 

 

 

mailto:w.prince04@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:nigel.waters@sky.com
mailto:wendyandrews875@btinternet.com
mailto:michael@mjpayne.f9.co.uk
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Dear Friends, 

‘Give without expecting in return, forgive even though you are not forgiven. 

Share though no-one says thank you. This is love in action.’ (Luke 6: 35) 

In a year when the words ‘Coronavirus,’ ‘COVID 19, ‘Lockdown’ and 

‘Pandemic’ have become common parlance, and adjectives such as 

‘unprecedented’ feel an overused yet all too accurate descriptor of our global 

predicament, these words of Jesus might feel out of kilter. Yet they are the way 

forward for us as we brace ourselves for a winter of unknowns – of viruses and 

economic hardship, of personal loss and unfathomable emotions as we try to 

imagine what the future might look like for ourselves and those we love. 

      Jesus’ words, recorded in both Luke and Matthew’s gospels, were directed at 

His fellow Jews; faithful people who loved God and followed the rules of the 

synagogues and read scriptures avidly. What could Jesus be asking of them? 

These impoverished godly people despised the Romans who governed their lives 

with oppressive taxes and harsh punishments. Day by day, they feared for their 

lives. They could hardly breathe for the worry that any action on their part might 

contravene the extreme restrictions placed upon their lives. They longed for a 

Messiah who would release them from this tyranny and bring them the peace 

which of which they could only dream as they faced their uncertain futures. 

      But though Jesus’ earthly ministry had indeed been blessing the people who 

believed in Him with miraculous signs and life-changing healing, Jesus was 

pointing them to a future salvation, way beyond the privations and cruelties of 

their earthly existence. Jesus was showing them how to use this life as a means 

to securing eternal life in the freedom and felicity of heaven. 

      For us today, this message serves to guide us through the times to come. 

Jesus teaches us to be brave through the difficulties in which we find ourselves: 

to have faith; to trust Him and to focus on the harvest of God’s love. How do we 

do this? By truly loving each other! Not a superficial gesture which has at its 

heart a self-serving motive. But by living a love which comes from God. A love 

which trusts in Jesus and relies on the guidance of the Holy Spirit to give us the 

grace to respond in compassion and forgiveness, even to those who we don’t 

know or, worse still, people whose attitudes and cultures we don’t like or 

understand.  

      This way of loving takes courage. It takes faith. It takes for us to root our 

lives in the hope Jesus brings us. As we face winter, remember that Jesus also 

faced this season. The bleak and abrasive prospect of harsh treatment at the 

hands of His oppressors led to His death. But He faced it all with compassion 

and love, praying for those who crucified Him. The light shining in the darkness 

of our uncertain winter comes to us in the form of a babe-in-arms on Christmas 

morning. As we come to the end of our year, so we also come to its fruitful 

beginning! 

      However unprecedented this time in which we live, however devastating its 

impact, focus your hearts and minds on Christ. Live every moment knowing that 

He is with you and your loved ones. Use the power of Jesus to overcome your 
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fears and heartaches by responding to this world and its people with the gift of 

His peace and compassion as your armour. Use these gifts generously, radiating 

their light out to our fragile, hurting world. For this is love in action! 

Yours in the forgiving spirit of Christ, 

Jax 
Revd Jax Machin, Rector of The Downs Benefice 

 

Prayer 
 

Grace-giving Father, 

Our own human love is found wanting, 

and without the love of Christ flowing through us, 

we are incapable of living as You would have us to live. 

Fill us day by day with the love of Christ,  

so that we may love our enemies; 

To pray for them to also find your love, 

and to show goodness and grace to others in need. 

Help us to reflect the godly characteristics of Christ 

 in our everyday lives, 

that we might live each day to His praise and glory. 

This we ask in His precious name.  

Amen. 
 

 

Wherwell Coronavirus Helpline 
 

 

With coronavirus infections 

rising and people having to 

go into isolation please 

remember that we have 

support in place for 

Wherwell, Cottonworth and 

Fullerton residents. 

 
To let us know you are in isolation, to find out more or get help 

with prescriptions, shopping or anything else, please get in 

contact with your local team or call us on 01264 860060 
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Services D October 2020 St Mary 

the Less, 

Chilbolton 

St Mary’s, 

Crawley 

St 

Catherine’s 

Littleton 

St 

Stephen’s 

Sparsholt 

St Peter  

& Holy 

Cross,  

Wherwell 

Sunday 4th October – The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion    10am  

Harvest Service 10am     

Wednesday 7th October 

Holy Communion   9.30am   

Sunday 11th October – The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion  8am    

Morning Prayer   10am 10am  

Evening Prayer     4pm 

Sunday 18th October – The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion   10am   

Evening Prayer 4pm     

Sunday 25th October – The Last Sunday After Trinity 

Holy Communion 10am     

4th Sunday Worship  10am    

 

October in the Garden 
Gone are the sunny, hot days of summer! We know now that winter is on the 

way as the leaves turn red, yellow and gold, the nights grow long and the 

days short. However, there are still numerous jobs to be done in the garden. 

I start with a plea not to 'waste' all those lovely falling leaves. Rake up the 

leaves regularly. If left lying around plants they can encourage slugs and 

snails and leaves left on a lawn will not encourage the grass to grow well. I 

put mine in and old 'builders bag' and then leave them in a damp area of the 

garden for at least 6 months or preferably a year. The secret is to keep the old 

leaves wet. The result should be wonderful leaf mould which can be used as 

a mulch or dug into the soil. The old gardeners used to mix it with mole hills 

to make a potting compost. Don't try and do this with evergreen leaves as 

they take too long to rot down. I do find running the mower over the leaves 

on the grass is a good way to collect them.  

Check your stored fruit, and continue harvesting late varieties of apples 

and pears as they ripen. Improve fertility by sowing a cover crop of rye, 

vetches or ryegrass in the vegetable garden. This will be dug in from next 

February. 

 October is the ideal month to plant many Spring-flowering bulbs for a 

beautiful and long-lasting display. It is also the time to be thinking of 

planting trees and shrubs for Summer displays in your garden. Remove and 

compost Summer bedding and replace with Spring-flowering plants such as 

pansy and polyanthus. Clear up the garden as much as possible but enjoy the 

last of the Summer blooms.            

Jenny Seddon   
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We have very kindly been allocated a piece of land by Fullerton Farms 

for Wherwell residents to use as allotments.  We would like to give a 

huge thank you to Tom Liddell and his family for enabling this 

exciting adventure to go ahead.  

 

The allotment field accommodates 11 plots in various sizes ranging 

from 1 to 4 rods.  The cost of the plots is 0.40p per square metre a year 

(e.g. 1 rod is 25 sqm, which is £10 a year) and water is available on 

site.   

 

We have started work on preparing the ground, cultivating individual 

plots and fencing the field to deter deer, rabbits and badgers, with the 

aim of planting our first vegetables, fruits and flowers next spring. In 

line with Fullerton Farms status the allotments are organic.  

 

Following a circular via the Village Webmaster newsletter and adverts 

around the village we have ‘owners’ for the 11 plots. However, if 

other Wherwell residents are interested in joining us please let me 

know as we will be keeping a waiting list. 

 

For more information please contact: 
Sue Filmer  

01264 860599 

filmersue@gmail.com  

Wherwell 
Allotments 

mailto:filmersue@gmail.com
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Bonfires  
Bonfires are starting to happen around the villages. As we get into autumn 

and the ability to get a slot at the recycling centre continues to be difficult, 

the numbers of bonfires may increase as residents start burning leaves etc. 
 

There are no laws against having a bonfire, but there are laws for the 

nuisance they can cause. The following rules are in place governing the use 

of bonfires and can be found on the government’s website: 
 

Burning domestic waste: 

• You cannot get rid of household waste if it will cause pollution or harm people’s 

health. This includes burning it. 

• You can get rid of household or garden waste by composting or recycling it. 

Contact your local council to find out how to dispose of garden waste and 

about recycling in your area. 

• You could be fined if you light a fire and allow the smoke to drift across the road 

and become a danger to traffic. 
 

Complaining about a neighbour’s bonfire: 

• Your council can issue an ‘abatement notice’ if a neighbour’s bonfire is causing a 

nuisance. A bonfire must happen frequently to be considered a nuisance. 

• Your neighbour can be fined up to £5,000 for not following the rules of the notice. 
 

The guidance below is from an online leaflet produced by Cornwall Fire and 

Rescue Service. If you are having a bonfire, either to get rid of garden waste 

or as part of a celebration, follow our simple tips to make sure you, your 

property, and others are safe. 
 

Building a bonfire: 

• Only burn dry material. Damp material causes more smoke. 

• Build the bonfire away from sheds, fences and trees. 

• Check there are no cables, like telephone wires, above the bonfire. 

• Check there are no mammals, eg: hedgehogs, hibernating within before lighting. 

• Don’t use petrol/paraffin to accelerate the fire, it may get out of control quickly.  

Bonfire safety tips. Once the bonfire is lit, make sure you follow these 

guidelines: 

• keep a bucket of water or a garden hose nearby, in case of emergencies. 

• don’t leave the bonfire unattended. 

• keep children and pets away from the bonfire. 

• don’t throw any fireworks into the fire. 

• don’t burn aerosols, tyres, canisters, or anything containing foam or paint - many 

produce toxic fumes and some containers may explode, causing injury. 

• Spray the embers with water once the bonfire has died down, to stop it re-igniting. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/garden-waste-disposal
https://www.gov.uk/recycling-collections
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Bats 
In writing about the occasional series of animals I have seen from the 

Cottage, there is one creature which is difficult to see and when you see it, 

you are not sure exactly what you are seeing - that is the Bat. 

Late at night I let the dogs out and they trigger the outside lights and quite 

soon the bats arrive to feast on the flies and moths which the light attracts. 

But to me they are creatures of mystery! Where do they live? What is their 

life cycle? How do they breed and why are they protected? None of these 

questions I knew the answer to and my extensive range of new, old, and 

some very old books on wild life did not help, so I called in a nice lady from 

the Hampshire Bat Group who lives nearby to educate me.  

She arrived one evening with two Bat meters which were a little bigger 

than old mobile phones, she said you could alter the frequencies they picked 

up with a little dial and depending upon what you heard and the frequency it 

was on, then you knew which bat was flying around near you or even in front 

of you. We waited in the Cottage until the bewitching hour, about 15 minutes 

before sunset, and for an hour or so, we wandered around by the river 

waiting to be overwhelmed by noise from the meters.  

Sad to say we picked up a great deal of noise from grass hoppers and 

crickets but only four bats - a Pipistrelle or two and possibly a couple of The 

Great Horse Shoe bat. Where we were, should have been prime bat hunting 

ground - by the water and around the grass which had been recently fertilised 

by the cows - but pickings were few. My nice lady thought the reason might 

be because of the approaching storm and indeed the next day and the 

following day after, we did get the remnants of an Atlantic hurricane, strong 

winds and several inches of rain.  

While I mention it, the Pipistrelle bat can be spotted without Bat-o-Meters 

as it flies in an erratic manner almost as if it is being manipulated by a 

deranged puppeteer. It is the most common of bats in the UK and also the 

smallest with a body length of about the same as the width of my thumb and 

the wing span about the width of my hand - a tiny creature indeed. Other bats 

which we should see around here are the Doubletons Bats which like to feed 

over water and are bigger than the Pipistrelle; the Whiskered Bats which 

roost in caves and buildings, indeed some roosted behind paintings hung in a 

Church adjoining where we lived outside Oxford. Then there is the Natterers 

Bat which is a mid-size bat and was probably the larger bats we picked up by 

the Cottage. These bats like hunting over water and are unusual as they will 

take insects on leaves. The biggest bat and one that can be found around 

here, so I am told, is the Long-eared bat, it is of medium size, quite common 

and roosts in buildings rather than the cave dwelling bats whose habitat 

rather reduces their range.  

continued on page 9 
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Finally, the Noctule Bat which is 50% bigger than the Pipistrelle and as it 

often emerges before sun set, it can be seen on the Common illuminated by 

the setting sun.  There are other bats such as the Greater Horseshoe bat, the 

Whiskered Bat, the Mouse Eared bat, the Serotine bat and the Leisler bat. 

There are probably others but this short note is more to educate you and for 

that matter me on how bats go about living and feeding.  

So, all bats in Britain eat insects on the wing or from leaves and branches. 

I have not seen any records saying they eat carrion or small mammals; in 

other parts of the world they feed on fruit and blood. They catch insects in 

their mouth or in the membranes which form their wings and can funnel 

insects into their mouths with the use of these membranes, so I am led to 

believe. When Mayfly are around, I am told the larger bats can catch them 

and land somewhere to eat the insect. Mayfly are quite big and large 

compared to the smaller bats. When and if you are lucky enough to hold a 

bat, you can see and feel just how small and light they are and this gives 

them a problem.  

I have only once seen a dead bat, a Natterer’s bat that was found by the 

dogs near the Cottage. They are not pretty creatures but fascinating to hold as 

their wings seem too big for them and are almost transparent yet very strong. 

Their claws are sharp and hooked to allow them to hang in their roosts. Bats 

fingers are drawn out so that they are longer than the forearm and the middle 

finger is equal in length to the head and body.  

Bats can fly 30 miles a night to and fro from their roosts and were they to 

eat too much they would not be able to fly so far- the weight would get them 

down so it is a balancing act. But at the same time if conditions are poor, 

rain, high winds they will not leave their roosts and will go into a semi-

hibernated state until they feel that conditions are right for the insects they 

are hunting to emerge, it is all rather magical.  

Bats live on average for 30 years and have just one offspring a year but 

will only breed if conditions are right. With the exception of birds, bats are 

the only surviving animals that use true flight but in a different manner. It is 

different as their wings are different. In flight bats manoeuvrability is 

superior to that of birds especially in the rapidity with which they can change 

speed, suddenly stopping when in full flight, then making sudden swoops 

and turning somersaults. This is why it is difficult to watch them as their 

flight pattern is not predictable.  

All British bats hibernate and before hibernation they put on fat and 

research has shown that bats will wake up during the period of hibernation to 

move the roost away often several miles away. They will also wake and eat 

for a bit then go back into their state of hibernation; there is a lot we do not 

know about bats. 

continued on page 10 
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      So where do they hibernate, I hear you say? Well, just about anywhere is 

the answer that will give them security and a steady cool temperature. Some 

bats roost on their own and others in colonies. I was told that 500 bats 

roosting occupy a space little more than the size of a football, I was also told 

that bats were roosting above the Lady Chapel in Winchester cathedral but 

none of the guides could confirm this. Old railway tunnels and mine 

workings are popular but none of these exist around here so I guess they 

roost where they can in old trees and buildings. I did put bat boxes on trees 

on the Common a long time ago but none of them have been occupied by 

bats. I have not seen them under the bridges on the old railway line going 

through Wherwell. However, under one large bridge over lake Austin in 

Texas, I saw the roost of 500,000 bats and they are now a tourist attraction 

and jealously guarded as they eat their fill in mosquitoes.  The Hampshire 

Bat Society lady could not tell me for sure where bats roosted locally but just 

that they are protected by law.  

The bats main enemy is man, not deliberately but just a destroyer of 

habitat that suits them and by using pesticides to control the food they eat. 

They would make poor eating for hawks being more bone than flesh and 

difficult to catch. I have seen footage of snakes in south America taking bats 

roosting in caves and that must be common as a sleeping bat is easy prey.  

Bats are popularly associated with darkness, witchcraft and death and it is 

thought that the root of this current virus attacking mankind might have 

originated from bats living over food markets in China, but who knows? 

What I do know is that watching bats fly around the Cottage on a clear, still 

night like tonight is magical. 

                                                                                                        Alan Crisp 

 

Litter picking in Wherwell 
 

A huge THANK YOU to 

everyone who helped with 

the litter pick  

on 12th September (not 

everyone is pictured)  

& especially to Dawn who 

led the event.  

It is much appreciated. 
 

Several bin bags of rubbish 

were collected.  

 

Jo Baughen, Wherwell PC 
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Wherwell Parish Council 
A report from meeting held on 8th September 2020 (virtually)   

The Parish Council met via Zoom and was joined by the HCC Councillor 

Gibson. It was hoped that “normal” meetings would be able to resume, 

however the current advice is that we should continue to meet remotely. 
The minutes of the June meeting & the August planning meeting were 

agreed. There were two matters arising: It was noted that further correspondence 

had been received regarding litter/disturbance in the vicinity of the common and 

the long bridge. As a result, the bin at the entrance to the long bridge has been 

swopped for a smaller bagged bin & is now emptied weekly, plus additional 

collections can be made as needed. Thanks were extended to TVBC for their 

prompt action following our request. Some residents have expressed interest in 

allotments in the village. Two residents have taken the lead in moving the project 

forward and must be congratulated for their hard work. Thanks were also 

extended to the landowner for their generosity in identifying a site.  

Councillor Gibson reported that currently there is a lot of work being done 

within HCC on global warming, and that the highways department has been 

quite active during Covid. Cllr Gibson stressed the importance of residents not 

letting their guard down with regard to Covid-19; although incidents are quite 

low in Hampshire there have been a couple of outbreaks locally. The PC asked 

Cllr. Gibson to investigate why the drainage repairs affecting the access on to the 

A303 were not better communicated to residents & also why HCC could not be 

contacted by telephone during a national crisis whilst we were all in lockdown.  

One planning application in the parish was considered by the PC and 

decisions, from TVBC, on earlier applications were noted. The possible 

application for change of use to residential of retail unit at 23 High Street was 

also discussed, as was the importance of the community & amenity value of 

retail units in rural locations.  

Cllr. Bryant reported that all being well the repair work on the war memorial 

would be able to commence in approx. 4 weeks. Thanks were extended to 

everyone who has generously donated so far towards funding the project.  

Cllr. Broadbent reported that the results of the housing needs survey 

confirmed that there is a need for different types of housing within our 

community. The latest Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability 

Assessment (SHELAA) has identified a potential site within Wherwell for 

development which could be explored in the future. Cllr Hutton reported that the 

Playing Fields would be receiving no income this year, however, the fencing 

around the multi surface playing area needs to be replaced. He reported that it 
was hoped that the cost can be covered with grants & outstanding Section 106 

funds.  He also reported that there are 145 pupils enrolled at the Primary school 

this year and it is operating well under the current Covid-19 guidelines which is 

a great testament to all the staff at the school.  

The next meeting will take place in Tuesday 10th November.                               

Sean Hutton, Chair 
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Chilbolton Parish Council 
The Parish Council met via a Zoom video call on the 7th September after our 

summer break in August. We had a very full agenda and were joined by our 

District and County Councillors and one member of the public.  

The recent changes on COVID-19 social distancing rules have 

unfortunately put back plans to start to reopen up the Village Hall.  The 

Parish Council reiterated its commitment to getting back to face to face 

meetings as soon as possible, when the guidance permits and it is safe to do 

so.  

We have for some time been investigating the feasibility of creating a 

pedestrian bridge from the Test Way to the Mayfly pub.  At the moment         

pedestrians have to make the crossing over the road bridge which can be very 

dangerous.  We have already spoken with other interested parties who 

support the initiative and obtained some indicative costs.  We agreed that we 

would make a proposal for funding support to Test Valley Borough 

Council’s Community Infrastructure Levy Fund.  

The War Memorial Playing Fields Development Group have started the 

next phase of their work investigating improvements to the play facilities - 

their report is now on the Community Website for those that want to read it.  

They are keen to get more people to join the group - so if you are interested 

please contact Nick Horne or Trish Heaton via the Parish Clerk 

(chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk)  

I would also like to pass on my thanks to all of our local volunteers who 

have been busy over the last couple of months clearing footpaths, pulling up 

ragwort and some emergency tree felling after the high winds.  

We received a detailed finance report which reviewed our annual          

expenditure last year and our expenditure to date this year.  Although we 

have had to spend a bit more on managing the common this year due to the 

Coronavirus pandemic, overall, we are on target to be within our budgets for 

the year.  

We also reviewed a number of our policies which, although not 

necessarily the most exciting thing for Parish Councillors to do, is essential 

in order that they are kept under review to ensure the Council acts 

appropriately and legally.  It is some years since we last reviewed the salary 

and hours for our Clerk so a small number of Councillors will undertake a 

review and report back in November. 

                                                                                       David Neudegg, Chair 

mailto:chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Chilbolton and Wherwell Small Business Group 
Helping small businesses take off after lockdown 

 

 
 
If you are involved in a small business locally or run one from home, why 

not join us to share your skills and experience and help everyone in our 

villages bounce back quickly after lockdown? 

      Back in April, around 20 businesses in Chilbolton and Wherwell were 

quick to join together through a regular Zoom call to support one another and 

survive the challenges and threats brought about by the coronavirus 

pandemic. A key factor was regular input and support from Test Valley 

Borough Council and the group has also engaged with organisations such as 

the Federation of Small Businesses and community support foundations.  

      We have been active in writing to Westminster politicians to press for 

more support for home-run and small limited companies, as well as the self-

employed. We also recognise the impact all of this is having on our physical 

and mental well-being and the group is a great place to share issues or just let 

off steam.  

      At the end of August, the group was able to meet for the first time face-

to-face at the Abbots Mitre - socially distanced, of course! – and, although 

the ‘rule of 6’ means we won’t be able to repeat this for a while, we used the 

opportunity to launch the next phase of our activity. Our focus has switched 

to sharing skills, improving online offerings and even helping tackle each 

other’s technology challenges.  We are promoting local businesses through a 

range of social media and also building our network with similar groups 

across Hampshire. 

continued on page 14 
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      Our local economy belongs to all of us and is changing. To help it bounce 

back even more strongly, why not stay informed or join our calls by dropping 

a quick message to: 

David Hall (davidihallld@gmail.com) or  

Susanne Hasselmann (shasselmann@scirum.co.uk)  

Or find us on social media at  
https://www.facebook.com/testvalleylocalbiz/  

https://www.instagram.com/testvalleylocalbiz/ 

 
 

Major Investment at Freelands 
Howard Taylor is a busy man. Last year he was appointed by the new owner 

of Freelands, American businessman Bob Rich, to oversee the regeneration 

of the entire Freelands estate, including the house, the 20-acre woodland and 

a half mile stretch of the River Test itself. The river, as many will know, is 

bordered on each side by a strip of land classified as SSSI (Site of Special 

Scientific Interest).  

Howard, who lives with his wife, Anna, at The Boathouse, is a conservation 

biologist by profession, with many years’ experience of river and mire 

restoration projects. He is also a passionate fisherman. 16 years ago, he 

founded Upstreamdryfly.com, a company specialising in chalk stream fly 

fishing breaks and corporate days. That’s how he met Bob Rich, who is a 

passionate fisherman himself and author of fishing books.  

Historical ownership of Freelands 

Freelands was built in 1878 as a fishing lodge by the Pleydell-Bouverie 

family, whom the records show lived at Freelands at least until 1921. During 

the 1950s, Freelands was purchased by Anthony William Tuke (1897 - 

1975). His son, Sir Anthony Favill Tuke (1920 - 2001) became Chairman of 

Barclays Bank and the house stayed in the family until 2017. It was then sold 

twice in quick succession, leading to its occupation by the present owners, 

Bob and Mindy Rich.  

Decaying woodland 

The site of the present Freelands Estate would, at various stages in its history, 

have been classified chalk fen, grazing land and native woodland. In 1980, 

Sir Anthony Tuke planted over 200 poplar trees as a cash crop supplying 

balsa wood for match production at the Bryant and May factory in 

Southampton. A hybrid of two species and fast growing, poplars are not 

native to the UK and have a lifecycle of only 40 or so years. As a result, 

many of the trees on the estate were showing signs of rot and succumbing 

increasingly to storm damage. Through evapotranspiration, they suck water 

from the water table and are thus detrimental to the river and wetland  

continued on page 15 

 

mailto:davidihallld@gmail.com
mailto:shasselmann@scirum.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/testvalleylocalbiz/
https://www.instagram.com/testvalleylocalbiz/
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habitats. To make matters worse, they also crowd out native species, such as 

oak, willow, hazel and hawthorn. 

River in poor condition 

A walk through the estate along the bank of the Test also reveals the 

deteriorating condition of the river. In places the banks are receding badly 

which, when combined with increased abstraction by the water companies, 

has led to stretches of over-wide, slow-flowing, shallow river bed, with none 

of the green Ranunculus weed that keeps the water clean and provides food 

and cover for fish and wildlife. In some parts the river has become 

unsustainable in its present state and has been classified by Natural England 

as an ‘unfavourable’ SSSI, meaning it is in poor condition and degrading.  

Regeneration underway 

The project to restore the woodland and river is already well underway. The 

poplars have been felled, with their stumps either being ground or treated. 

Regrowth of native species will be carefully managed to restore large areas 

of the woodland to its original condition. The row of trees along Fullerton 

Road, which includes beech, oak and walnut, will be retained. There is a 

possibility that grazing animals, as yet undetermined, will be reintroduced at 

some stage. 

      Major work to restore the river element to ‘favourable’ condition is also 

planned, supported by match funding from the Environment Agency. River 

depth and direction will be managed through the creation of berms (raised 

areas of river bed) using chalk gravel.  The gravel will be excavated from 

within the former, non-native poplar plantation towards the Fullerton end of 

the estate and the resulting hole will be landscaped into a 3-acre lake.  There 

will also be a wetland/reed bed which will filter harmful nitrates from some 

of the river water, ensuring that the whole property is nitrate neutral. Reed 

and Ranunculus will be transplanted to recreate wildlife habitat.  

Improved amenities for fishing 

One of the first tasks completed by 

Howard was the commissioning of a 

new fishing hut (see photo). Bob Rich 

was keen to build the hut in the 

classic style developed in the 

Victorian era by F M Halford.  

Halford was a wealthy and influential 

British angler and fly-fishing author, 

most noted for his development and 

promotion of the dry fly technique on 

English chalk streams. He is generally accepted as ‘Father of Modern Dry 

Fly Fishing’. Halford was a member of the Houghton Fly Fishers on the  

continued on page 16 
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River Test and a founding member of the British Flyfishers' Club. The new 

hut is constructed from locally-sourced green oak and is raised on staddle 

stones from Romsey. Internal fittings have been recycled from oak features 

found lying inside the main Freelands house.    

House to be fully restored 

Bob Rich began his search for a riverside fishing retreat in Britain ten 

years ago, finally culminating in his purchase of Freelands. The house is 

currently derelict, but the plan is now to restore the whole building to its 

former glory as a fishing lodge. The architectural details of the Victorian 

lodge are to be retained or enhanced, as the image shows. Tenders have been 

sent out and Howard hopes that the work will start this autumn. 

    As well as restoring the house, improvements will be made elsewhere on 

the estate. The ramshackle buildings beyond Freelands’ Cottages are all to be 

taken down and a new facility built behind the cottages in the form of a barn, 

with parking for the residents.  

What will Freelands be used for? 

As yet, no firm plans have been developed beyond the continuation of 

recreational fly fishing and running the house as a traditional lodge. Indeed, 

an attractive feature of the plans is the creation of disabled fishing facilities at 

different points along the bank. Whatever happens, a substantial investment 

is being made into both the house and the estate, which is welcome news for 

an important local landmark.  

Howard reports that Mr and Mrs Rich are keen to involve themselves in 

the village and that villagers should be able to view the results of the 

restoration, once compete. What an intriguing prospect that is. 

Stephen MacDonald  
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Chilbolton Short Mat Bowls Club 

In Early September the Short Mat Bowls Club met for the first time since the 

15th of March this year following the Hall Management’s decision to allow 

the hall to reopen. 

      We decided that we should meet at the earliest available moment, and as 

we had previously arranged with Kate Ballard the Booking Secretary to 

move our Monday evening session to a daytime gathering on Tuesday 

afternoons, it was a rather short notice to members to come along. 

In fact, with one member just out of hospital, another with a heavy head cold, 

and at least three others who had already arranged to be elsewhere that 

afternoon, there were only eight of us in the hall. 

      As per the guidelines we had to leave the doors and windows open during 

our session, the only loo available was the disabled one, while also out of 

bounds were the kitchen and small committee room, the Durnford. 

      We supplied thin medical gloves to everyone present and started with a 

short refresher on the use of our brilliant new mat storage machine, the 

Electrowind, which when delivered had been allocated it’s own name - 

“Christina”. 

      With only eight of us there, only one of our two new ‘mats’ were 

deployed from Christina. The mats have a much thicker backing to our older 

mats, and are much, much faster. Having not played for such a length of 

time, and now with the speed of the new mat, it took all of us some time to 

adjust our ranges, most woods rolling on down the mat and clunking into the 

end kerbs - a wasted turn. 

      With the kitchen out of action, we had taken a couple of bottles and 

enough glasses for a half time refresher and toasted our Christina to many 

happy hours of play in the future. 

      Clearing up our kit also entailed putting any chairs we had used into the 

Durnford Room, so they could ‘cool off’ for a minimum 72 hours before any 

further usage.  

      Our pleasures have been short lived however, as we awoke the following 

morning to the news that since C-19 infection rates have risen, no gatherings 

of more than six will be legal from Monday 14th September in England. 

We now have to wait to see how long these new regulations will remain in 

force, hopefully designed to reduce any serious second wave of the C-19. 

 

Richard Richardson  

for Chilbolton Short Mat Bowls Club 
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Parish of St Mary-the-Less, Chilbolton 

A meeting for the Election of Churchwardens 

will be held in Chilbolton Parish Church 

on Wednesday, 14 October 2020 at 4.00 pm 
 

To be attended by: 

(i) all persons whose names are entered on the church Electoral Roll of 

the parish; and 

(ii) all persons resident in the parish whose names are entered on a 

register of local government electors by reason of such residence. 

 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
will be held in Chilbolton Parish Church 

on Wednesday, 14 October 2020 at 4.10 pm 
 

For the election of parochial representatives of the laity as follows: 

(i) to the Parochial Church Council – up to 9 representatives 

(ii) to the Deanery Synod – 2 representatives 
 

For the appointment of Sidesmen and the Independent Examiner or Auditor 
 

For the consideration of: 

(i) a report on changes to the electoral roll since the last annual parochial 

church meeting 

(ii) an Annual Report on the proceedings of the Parochial Church Council 

and the activities of the parish generally 

(iii) the Financial Statements of the Council for the year ending 31 

December 2019 immediately preceding the meeting audited or 

independently examined 

(iv) a report on the fabric, goods and ornaments of the church 

(v) a report on the proceedings of the Deanery Synod, and other matters of 

parochial or general church interest 
 

All persons whose names are entered on the Church Electoral Roll of the 

parish (and such persons only) are entitled to vote at the election of parochial 

representatives of the laity. 
 

Should you wish to attend and to ensure social distancing measures are met 

please either contact Wendy on 860237 or email her at 

wendyandrews875@btinternet.com  

mailto:wendyandrews875@btinternet.com
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What’s On in the Area - October 
 

Sat 3rd 

Bob Drury returns to the Plaza to present his ever-popular Neil 

Diamond tribute act.  Described in Las Vegas as one of the 

world's finest vocal tributes to Neil Diamond. Plaza Theatre 

Romsey 7:30 https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/plazatheatre 

 

 

Sun 4th 

10am – 5pm 

 

 

 

Simply BMW at Beaulieu -  National Motor Museum 

New Forest, Hampshire, SO42 7ZN All BMW owners are 

invited to drive into Beaulieu on Sunday 4th Oct and park up 

within the museum parkland for what promises to be a superb 

day out for both BMW owners and enthusiasts. 

All ages and models of BMW are welcome, admire some 

stunning vehicles on display. Pre book only - 01590 612345 

Sun 4th 

9:30 – 1:30 

  

Lainston House Hotel (SO21 2LT) - half day course to include 

refreshments, ingredients and lunch and a glass of wine – You 

will be cooking bavette steak with Béarnaise sauce, triple-

cooked chips - 01962 776088  

15th Oct – 2nd 

Nov 

Halloween at Paulton’s Park, Romsey SO51 6AL 10 – 5:30  

More details or to buy tickets, visit Paulton Parks website.  

Visit a garden 

National Garden Scheme – if you’re looking to arrange a day 

out or to get some ideas go to Gardens are added every Mon 

https://ngs.org.uk/openings-by-arrangement/ 

Thurs 29th 
Parent and Child Cooking with Sylvain Gachot at Season 

Cookery School at Lainston House 

Downloadable 

Walks 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lists/downloadable-walks-in-

hampshire 

Fri 30th 

Owl-O-Ween at Hawk Conservancy Trust  

6-8pm SP11 8DY 01264 773 850 

Other opening evenings -  3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st 7pm to 9:30 

Sat 31st  

The Wall of Floyd is an authentic tribute to Pink Floyd 

putting the most important thing first… the iconic music that 

has sold hundreds of millions of records.   Featuring some of 

the finest musicians in the UK, using the latest in audio 

technology to create a sonic wall of Floyd that is as authentic 

as possible to the original band. Plaza Theatre Romsey 7:30 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/plazatheatre 

Farmers’ Markets 

Romsey - First Sunday of every month 10am - 2pm 

Winchester - Second and last Sunday of every month 9am -2pm 

Andover - Third Sunday of every month (March to December) 

Plus… Andover Market for All Seasons – every Friday 8:30am - 1pm 

https://paultonspark.co.uk/tickets/
https://ngs.org.uk/openings-by-arrangement/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lists/downloadable-walks-in-hampshire
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lists/downloadable-walks-in-hampshire
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Walk 5.                STATION ROAD WOOD LOOP 
 

Abbreviations: Turn right TR, turn left TL, straight on SO, footpath FP, 

bridleway BW. 
 

Distance: about 1.7 miles (2.7k) 

Time: about 45 minutes 

Difficulty: Easy 
 

The walk starts at the Abbot’s Mitre Public House. 
 

1. Leave the pub and TR. Walk along village street for about 100 yards. 
 

2. TR down gravel track. This is Cart Lane (indicated by a finger post with 

a cart carved on the finger). Walk along the track with houses on both sides. 

It soon becomes a path between trees. Walk up the hill. At the top the path 

widens to a broad grass path along the edge of a field on your left. Look back 

and to your left and admire the view. Continue SO along this path until you 

reach an obvious junction and the gates to Hunts (John Deere dealers). 
 

3. TR and walk along a permissive FP. You will see agricultural machinery 

on your left. Continue along a wide scalping/grass path until you reach a 

gate. Duck under a wooden bar on the right You are now in Drove Road. 
 

4. TR and walk down Drove Road until you see a gap in the hedge on the 

left marked by finger post saying Permissive BW. NB. At this point there is a 

dog poo bag dispenser and a dog poo bag disposal bin. 
 

5. TL and walk along this grassy track which runs parallel with Little Drove 

Road on your right. Continue SO. There are several gaps in the hedge on 

your right. The one you should take is about two thirds of the way along this 

path where a high leylandii hedge starts. Also, there is a telegraph pole on the 

right of the gap.  
 

6. TR and go through the gap. Immediately on your left you will see a 

fingerpost pointing to a path on the left. Ignore it. Cross the road. You will 

see the entrance to Test Valley Farm on your left. Just past this you will see 

a fingerpost indicating a narrow path in front of you.  
 

7. Carry SO along this path. There is barbed wire fence on the left and 

beyond it some dilapidated farm buildings. On the right there are wooden 

fences. These are the back gardens of the houses in Station Road. The path 

veers to the left and then to the right. When you come to the last wooden 

fence you are about to enter Station Road Wood. 
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8. Carry straight on through woodland along an obvious path. You will pass 

a large oak tree on your right. You will see Chilbolton Sewage Works on 

your left. Carry SO until you reach some steps with a wooden handrail. Go 

down the steps. Ahead of you there is a path leading to a concrete road and 

beyond that a wooden kissing gate. Ignore this unless you want to visit West 

Down Nature Reserve. 
 

9. Instead, TR immediately after descending the steps and follow the narrow 

path until you reach the road (Coley Lane). You will see a bench and green 

refuse bin. Look left and you will see a fingerpost saying Test Way and 

pointing to a gap in the hedge on the other side of the road. 
 

10. Cross the road and walk on for a few yards; then TR through the gap in 

the hedge. On your left you will see the Coronation Tree and beneath it a 

bench. This commemorates the Diamond Jubilee of the Queen. There is a 

fine view of the River Test. 
 

11. After a few yards you will see a narrow path on your right. TR and walk 

along it. You are now on the Test Way. You will see some attractive water 

gardens on your left and the garden of Watch Cottage on your right. 
 

12. Follow this path which is bordered by a high fence on the left until you 

reach a pedestrian gate. Go through it. You have reached the War Memorial 

Playing Field. If you have a dog, please put him/her on a lead.  
 

13. You have a choice. You can either: 

• carry SO in the direction of the pavilion and exit the playing field by a gate 

in the left-hand corner of the field. Here there is a poo bag dispenser and a 

waste bin. Go through the gate and onto a wide gravel track that passes the 

Old Cottage on the right; 

or 

• veer to the left. You will see a large metal roller. Head in that direction. 

Just beyond it to the left you will see a pedestrian gate. This is the route of 

the Test Way. Go through it and TR and follow the narrow path through 

trees until it emerges onto wide gravel track with the Old Cottage in front 

of you.   
 

14. You have now reached Chilbolton Cow Common a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI). Follow gravel track as in bends to the right in front 

of the cottage. You will see the River Test on your left. Shortly, you will see 

a tarmac road in front of you (Joys Lane) with a gate and a cattle grid. 

Before you get to the cattle grid TL along a wide gravel track. There is a poo 

bag dispenser and a waste bin at this point.  
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15. Walk along the gravel track and through a gate (often open). You will 

see three houses in front of you. The centre one is the Old Inn. About half 

way to the Old Inn you will see a grass path heading off diagonally to your 

right. It leads towards a small bridge over the Abbot’s Stream. Cross the 

bridge and go through the gate. Please make sure you close it. A narrow path 

goes between gardens to the left and the right. Follow this path. You will 

come to the village street and the Abbot’s Mitre is in front of you.  
 

That’s the end of the walk. I hope you enjoyed it. 

David Griffiths 

 

Feed the Andover Food Bank update 
 

We are very proud that our two villages continue to so generously support 

the Feed the Food Banks initiative. Currently more families now have to rely 

on support from the food banks. Unfortunately, these families usually cannot 

afford fresh fruit. 

We have therefore been asked if we could possibly supply more cartons of 

long-life fruit juice and tinned fruit in order that families can have a more 

balanced diet. The items listed below are the basic items currently needed but 

other items will also be appreciated: 
 

Long-life fruit juice & tinned fruit 

Dried mashed potatoes 

Tinned vegetables - particularly potatoes, sweet corn and tomatoes 

Tinned meat and fish 

Household cleaning items particularly anti-bacterial spray, toilet cleaner 

Shower gel, soap, anti-bacterial hand wash 

Shampoo and conditioner 

Tooth paste and brushes for adults and children 

Toilet rolls 
 

Biscuits, cakes, rice pudding, custard, jelly, crisps and sweets are always 

very much appreciated by families.  
 

Donations can be dropped off in the boxes outside Chilbolton Village Hall, at 

the Village Shop and at the bus shelter in Wherwell.  Your support will be 

very much appreciated.    
 

Please contact us if you have any queries or you would like to make a 

cash donation or set up a standing order to help the Andover Food 

Banks.  Gift Aid Forms are available.  
 

Jane Andrews:   860635  or  email: flyjohnndrews@aol.com   

Sue Filmer: 860599 or Tessa Youell:  860368  

mailto:flyjohnndrews@aol.com
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Chilbolton Chuggers – Staying fit and having fun! 
 

A few years ago, David Hall, Graeme Henry and Nigel Armstrong – all keen 

cycling enthusiasts despite their advancing age - started riding together to 

stay fit and have fun while enjoying our wonderful Hampshire countryside. 

This has evolved into an unofficial cycling group called Chilbolton Chuggers 

and is open to locals of all abilities who like to combine road cycling with 

social pub and café stops.  

About a dozen people have been part of the group but typically there will 

be 3-5 Chuggers on any given ride. Now that lockdown has spawned a whole 

new crowd of social cyclists (the perfect sport for social distancing!), we’d 

love more people to get involved.  

Rides are 

informally 

planned and can 

be suggested by 

anyone via our 

WhatsApp group. 

We usually start 

from the Abbots 

Mitre pub and, 

unsurprisingly, 

we often finish 

there too - for 

rehydration 

purposes of 

course!  

Weekend rides are the norm but we also manage some weekday end 

evening rides during the longer daylight hours and we always make sure we 

are compliant with current Covid-19 guidelines Just turn up and ride with us 

if you can make it. 

If you’d like to support us but don’t feel like riding, you can still get 

involved in the social side of our activities or even sponsor us. We regularly 

participate in charity events such as the Isle of Wight Randonee and there’s 

also a unique opportunity to advertise your local business on our shirts (lycra 

is optional!).  

To find out more, please visit our website at 

https://chilboltonchuggers.co.uk/ 
or message David on 07813 455069 to keep posted via the WhatsApp group. 

David Hall 

 

https://chilboltonchuggers.co.uk/
https://chilboltonchuggers.co.uk/
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Chilbolton Outing 

 
This unmarked photo was found in a scrapbook from the archives of the late 

Eleanor Lockyer. Can anyone recognise any faces? I wonder whether the 

location is the summit of Mount Snowdon? 

 

 
Andrew Flanagan (01264 860560) 
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Remembering Ray Blazdell 
 

Ray was a Lancashire lad, born in Morecambe in 1942. As he would say, his 

mother happened to be there at the time. His father was in National Savings 

and the family had been posted there during the war. 

Returning to live in Wimbledon, with his elder brother Derek, Ray won a 

scholarship to Kings school. Along with his studies, he played rugby and 

cricket in the school teams and joined the RAF Air Cadets. 

Another scholarship followed for a place at University College Oxford where 

he read Classics. He loved his time at Oxford, discovering booze (his parents 

were strict Baptists), flying with the Oxford University Air Squadron from 

RAF Bicester and doing some studying in between!   

Music was always a 

passion, particularly jazz 

and he formed his own band 

playing keyboards and 

trombone. He would take 

his band for summer 

residencies to Newport, 

Pembrokeshire playing at 

the Trewen Arms where the 

landlord was his former 

RAF Commanding Officer, 

George Nelson Edwards 

who had retired to run the pub. Newport became a special place for us and 

we often returned there over the years to come. 

At Oxford he met Nigel Tully and together they formed the Dark Blues, 

which went on to become the top society band in the country. They played 

for royalty, Anne’s wedding, Charles’s 21st and 40th and King Hussain flew 

them out to Jordan for 

his parties. In addition, 

there were society 

weddings, hunts balls, 

and bar mitzvahs. It was 

hard work playing until 

the early hours, 

sometime all night until 

breakfast was served. He 

had some stories about 

the royals, Margaret was 

a favourite, she loved 

jazz! 

continued on page 26 
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Ray, like so many bright things in the 1960s, was headhunted by IBM 

who were at that time the lead computer company in the world.  
 

White shirts, suits and ties were the order 

of the day! Computers in those days 

were big blue boxes and one IBM bigwig 

was once heard to tell an IBM 

conference that PCs would never catch 

on; how wrong he was! 
 

At the same time as gigging 4 times a 

week his career progressed at IBM where 

he became an SQL expert combining his 

music and technical expertise, taking 

roadshows to Europe and the Middle 

East. 
 

We set up home together in 1979 in Kingston with our 5 children - our 

blended family - plus our beloved Golden Retriever Tasha, cats, rabbits and 

guinea pigs. It was a squash and a squeeze, but we were all together.  

continued on page 27 
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Then in 1981, IBM moved Ray to Basingstoke. It was our chance for a 

new life in Hampshire within commuting distance and we ended up here in 

Wherwell where we have been ever since. We were warmly welcomed here 

and particularly by Mr. Don Jenkins, the Headmaster at Wherwell School. At 

that time there were only 60 or so children on the roll so the influx of ours 

was a real bonus! 

By this time, Ray had had enough of gigging so often and decided to 

leave the Dark Blues after 25 years and set up Dark Blues Management 

Company. It is a music agency employing bands, toastmasters, magicians, 

after dinner speakers, anything the clients wanted. He also pursued his solo 

career playing dinner music at top London hotels, the Savoy, the Dorchester 

and Claridge’s amongst others. 

Ray’s passion was for his family of whom he was extraordinarily proud, 

whom he loved to have around him, especially if there was an opportunity to 

tease and play jokes.  His love was for his grandchildren who consistently 

brought a smile to his face.  He was so proud of the many gifts and talents in 

the family and derived much pleasure from encouraging them all to use their 

talents to the full. 

The stars were another 

passion and he reveled in 

engaging his family and 

others in star gazing and 

teaching everyone about all 

the different constellations.  

He could identify them all 

and talk fluently about each 

one. He loved sailing and 

often crewed for friends 

telling them about the stars. 

He would challenge them to 

steer a course using SatNav 

whilst he navigated by the 

stars. Of course, even here 

his sense of fun would get 

the better of him from time 

to time. He once told his son-

in-law Adam that there was a 

star called Zanab which be 

believed until recently. We 

have named a star Zanab in 

the Libra constellation in 

Ray’s memory.                                                                continued on page 28 
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He was no doubt disappointed that he didn’t have time to finish his music 

project with his son Tim, a different piece of music about 14 different stars 

and what a fitting tribute it will be, when one day the project will come to 

fruition and I will be able to hear his wonderful voice again narrating. Tim 

has completed a walk from Lewes (where he lives) to Wherwell, which so far 

has raised over £2100 for prostate cancer research (see additional article). 

We both enjoyed doing the newspaper crossword together at lunchtime 

each day and remember the time a commuter was looking on in amazement 

as Ray filled in the crossword quickly and without hesitation.  If he’d leaned 

in a bit closer, he’d have seen that what Ray had written down was complete 

gobbledygook! Ray was a quiet, gentle man who expressed himself behind a 

keyboard where he became the consummate and confident professional who 

could read his audience and played what he knew would please them. 

Ray loved the village and gave of his time and talent to many village 

groups over the years. Wherwell has been an incredibly happy place for us 

and our children. We are so grateful for all the cards and messages we 

received and your wonderful send off on the day of his funeral. Thank you 

too for the kind donations in his memory to the National Youth Jazz 

Orchestra  www.nyjo.org.uk, an organisation dear to his heart. 

Ray is much loved by me and our family  

and is very much missed by us all.                                         

 Sue Blazdell 

http://www.nyjo.org.uk/
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Home from Home 
A walk from my family home in Lewes, East Sussex to my childhood 

family home in Wherwell, Hampshire in loving memory of Ray Blazdell 
 

Starting on 16th August I walked 99 miles along the South Downs Way, from 

my home in Lewes to my family home, where I grew up, in Wherwell. 

I completed the walk by arriving at home with Sue on Friday 21st August. 
 

Sadly, my beloved Dad, Ray passed away in June of this year from Prostate 

Cancer. I completed this walk as a tribute to him and his courage, and to raise 

money for Prostate Cancer UK https://prostatecanceruk.org/. 
 

I stayed in campsites and B&Bs along the way and 

I was lucky enough to have good friends Jim and 

Richie joining me for a day each. 
 

I also made a film to document the journey, 

showing some of the stunning views along the way. 

I wrote a piece of music each evening before 

settling down to sleep. The music was a response 

and reflection of that day, and an expression of how 

I was feeling physically, mentally and spiritually. 
 

The film ‘HOME FROM HOME’ can be viewed 

on YouTube – search for ‘Tim Blazdell Home’ or 

visit 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRQ6qL9U7v9BqLxwmKlX2Kw?app=desktop 
 

Please visit my page on Just Giving and donate if you can.  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tim-blazdell  

I have smashed my £1000 target by more than double! 

Tim Blazdell

https://prostatecanceruk.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRQ6qL9U7v9BqLxwmKlX2Kw?app=desktop
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tim-blazdell
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Stockbridge Community Cinema – October 2020 

 

Friday 16th October - Parasite (15)  
South Korean black comedy thriller in which a 

family of fraudsters lie their way into working 

closely with an affluent family. Winner of 4 

Academy Awards in 2020 and the first ever foreign 

language film to win the award for Best Film 

[English Subtitles] 
  

Wednesday 21st October - Official Secrets (15)  

The true story of a British whistle-blower, intelligence 

specialist Katherine Gun (Keira Knightley), who 

bravely leaked information to the press about an illegal 

NSA spy operation designed to push the UN Security 

Council into sanctioning the 2003 invasion of Iraq.   

 
Both films are showing at Stockbridge Town Hall, SO20 6HE 

at 4.30pm and 7.30pm. 
 

Tickets can be purchased online - price £6.25 plus £0.75p booking fee per 

ticket (£7.00 total) via www.stockbridgecinema.org.uk  or by telephone from 

Ticket Source 0333 666 3366 (£1.75 charge per booking in addition to online 

ticket price). Social distanced seating, no bar and wearing of face coverings 

is required. Visit our website for full details. 

 

 

This month, there is no space for a poem, so here is a little bit of 

nonsense by international poet Jerry T Curtis (2015) 
 

Late Breaking News 
 

Early this morning, there was a robbery 

A turtle mugged a snail down by the pond 

The shell the turtle jacked, was off the poor snail's back 

and when he turned around, the thief was gone 
 

He went down to the station, after much deliberation 

And told the cops his story at last. 

With such a keen depiction, they asked for a description 

But, the snail said it happened much to fast  
 

http://www.stockbridgecinema.org.uk/
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Wherwell History Group – Autumn 2020 Talks 
 
 

Behind You! October 16th 
A look back at Chilbolton Players with history & video clips 

 
 

 
 

MV Durban Castle bound for 
Southampton from Cape Town 

 

November 20th   

Paul Stickler 
 

Body Overboard? 

The Murder of an  

English Actress 
 

 

 

All talks will take place in Wherwell Village Hall, at 8.00pm 

Meetings are subject to social distancing regulations, and specifically 

• Maximum seating capacity is 25 

• Face masks must be worn inside the Village Hall 

• Free admission to Members only 

• No refreshments will be served 
 

Ever the optimists! WHG, with thanks to Dave Walton, have been planning 

their programme of talks for next year. The complete list is: 
 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

June 

September 

October 

November 

Dr. Clifford Williams 

Graham Mackenzie 

Duncan Colin-Jones 

David Poole 

 

John Smith 

Andrew Negus 

Dr. Christopher Prior 

Erica Tinsley (AHAS) 

Lt. Col. Jeremy Prescott  

Policing Andover during World War 2 

The Life and Times of SS Shieldhall 

The Civil War in the Meon Valley 

Clockmaking Past and Present 

AGM 

Roman life around Wherwell 

Evening Tour of Salisbury 

Cecil Rhodes, Britain’s Empire in Africa 

Stephen & Matilda - fight for the throne 

Violette Szabo GC 
 

An annual membership fee of £15 will give free admission to all WHG talks 

(and the Salisbury walk) up to December 31st 2021. For non-members, the 

admission fee is £4, per event. 

Andrew Flanagan 
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Wherwell History Group – 2021 Calendar 
 

Our 2021 Calendar will be a 

special limited edition 

of 100 copies 
 

To celebrate 10 years 

of producing a 

‘Bygone’ or ‘Now & Then’ 

Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos will be specially 

selected to represent  

both villages and be 

accompanied by 

History Notes 

 

On sale from 1st November                                                    Andrew Flanagan 
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Stockbridge Surgery 
Covid-19 
We are all aware that Covid-19 is still very much present. Observing rising 

cases, we are working in the expectation of a possible second spike in the 

Autumn & Winter. All our planning, in conjunction with Public Health England; 

the Clinical Commissioning Group and our neighbouring group of practices 

continues to be based on current and changing guidance.  We continue to 

distance our staff in the work place which requires some to continue to work 

from home and all staff to wear masks; our clinicians wear scrubs and masks and 

patients are triaged before being invited to the practice.  Where appropriate, 

consultations continue to be undertaken by telephone and other remote methods.  

This has been an enormous change in working and consulting for both clinicians 

and for patients but we believe our efforts have contributed to the reducing 

incidence of coronavirus in Hampshire and our ability, as a G.P. practice, to 

continue to work throughout the crisis and to keep our patients, staff and 

clinicians safe and to provide an uninterrupted service throughout. 
 

FLU Vaccination Campaign 
We are now advanced in our planning for the flu vaccination campaign which 

begins at the end of September.  We need to ensure safe distancing between our 

patients.  For this reason, we have liaised with some large village halls with good 

access and parking from which to provide our flu clinics.  There is a great deal to 

consider and to transport, including resuscitation equipment, refrigerated 

vaccines, screens, laptops, etc. so we have considered all of these factors when 

choosing locations. 

We are inviting patients, in line with Government guidance and to match the 

quantities and timings of our vaccine deliveries.   We are beginning with our 

patients who are aged over 64 or those with significant underlying illness. 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/who-should-have-flu-vaccine. If this applies to you, please 

telephone the practice any day after 2.00pm, except on Mondays, to book 

your appointment slot, bearing in mind that our telephone lines will be busier 

than usual.  When you arrive for your flu vaccine, please ensure you are wearing 

a mask and have your coat/jacket removed and sleeve rolled up. 

May we repeat our request – for non-urgent needs, please telephone after 

2.00pm so those with urgent clinical needs can get through. If the line is 

engaged, please hang up and try an hour later.   
 

Dr. Ed Gibbons 

Ed will be taking 5 months’ sabbatical from the beginning of September in order 
to complete his studies in dermatology.  Dr. Laura Watson has been employed to 

look after Ed’s patient list and cover all the clinical work that Ed would usually 

do to ensure excellent patient care.  Laura was appointed from a short list of 

outstanding candidates who applied at the beginning of the Summer and we very 

much look forward to welcoming her to the practice. 

continued on page 34 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/who-should-have-flu-vaccine


34 

 

 

Thank You 

All staff at Stockbridge have been humbled by the local support received during 

recent months and would like to express their thanks.  We’ve received 

chocolates; biscuits, cosmetics; homemade scrubs and masks; homemade visors 

and a hot cooked meal for staff working through the Easter Bank Holidays – to 

mention just a few.  Most recently so many rallied to provide us with outside 

space in which to take lunch or coffee breaks, in the fresh air and socially 

distanced.  This has involved the construction of a patio area and the generous 

donation of new garden tables and chairs from one of our patients and a parasol 

from a member of staff who is retiring from the practice – we’re sorry we can’t 

name everyone but have hopefully conveyed our individual thanks to you all. 

 

 
 

HARVEST at CHILBOLTON   
 

MORNING SERVICE   

with HARVEST THEME 
 

10am SUNDAY 4TH OCTOBER, 2020  
 

Our Harvest Celebrations will be different this Autumn because of Covid-19. 

Sadly, we cannot accept fresh produce but we would really like to continue 

supporting the Andover Crisis Centre at this difficult time, as we have done 

for many years at Harvest Festival, and we need your help! The Crisis Centre 

will welcome gifts of non-perishable food, tinned food, pasta etc.  
 

Please bring donations of food to church on Sunday 4th 

October. Following the service, the church will remain open 

until 4pm and donations can be dropped off during the day. 

Alternatively, please leave them in the porch of Danebury, 

Drove Road before Thursday 8th October.   
 

The numbers at services are restricted due to social 

distancing. If you would like to come to the service 

please reserve your place in advance either by 

telephoning the Benefice Office (01962 880845) or 

emailing office@downsbenefice.org.uk 
 

Happy Harvest!  
 

mailto:office@downsbenefice.org.uk
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Chilbolton Pre-School – Learning 

Through Play 
 

I know I have done this before…but I really feel 

I need to repeat myself and say a huge, sparkly 

thank you to absolutely everyone who has 

helped us - to Wherwell Playing Fields for their continual help and support – 

to everyone who have arranged sponsored bike rides, sponsored runs, 

donating and supporting our raffles, by purchasing new resources for us, 

helping us to advertise via various social media areas – and of course by 

supporting our ‘go fund me’ page - we really do appreciate it all and know 

how lucky we are to be surrounded by such a fantastic community. 

      What a rollercoaster of a few months it has been for us all…. 

implementing all our new routines, safety and cleaning measures and 

adapting our activities ready for the children. We are so thankful for our 

beautiful surroundings as we have so many outdoor areas to choose from – 

we enjoy a plethora of games and learning through play out in the fresh air. 

      To help with settling our children (previous and new) back, our theme for 

the first term has been ‘All About Me’ – we had lots of role play based 

around our ‘home corner area’ – lots of talk about our lovely families and 

lots of little games to help our new starters to feel safe and secure with us.  

Our children are all allocated a ‘Key Person’ and this is the person who they 

form a special bond to help with the transition from home to Pre-School.   

      The Team are so glad to be back to the jobs we love.  We all feel 

privileged that we can help with encouraging children about the wonderment 

of learning and to help provide them with the confidence they need for these 

exciting new steps of their development. 

      We do have spaces – so if you know of anyone looking for a Pre-School 

space for their child (aged 30 months+) – please pass them our details. 
 

Our AGM will take place 7.30pm on Thursday 8th October. 
 

This will be an online ‘Zoom’ meeting – please contact us if you would 

like the ‘link’ to join us – 07753 378182. 
 

On behalf of us all at Pre-School – thank you for reading and stay safe until 

next time. 

Clarey Gibson 

Chilbolton Pre-School 
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Recipe of the month 
 

Ripon Wilfra Cake 

 

 

 
 

 
Possibly Yorkshire’s oldest recipe, Wilfra cake was traditionally baked in August to 

celebrate the life and return from exile of Wilfra (St Wilfrid), patron saint of Ripon 

Cathedral.  I think it’s better enjoyed in Autumn, towards the end of the bountiful 

apple season here in our apple-rich villages further south. It’s a lovely combination, 

and the Wensleydale doesn’t make it taste savoury, just mellow  

 

For the Apples  1 lb Bramley apples, peeled and sliced    

A few squeezes of lemon juice 

3oz Demerara sugar 

1-2 tablespoons Water or apple juice  

For the Pastry 

10oz white flour 

5oz cold butter  

1oz caster sugar 

Cold water to combine 

For the Pie filling  

    3oz Wensleydale, finely grated 

    beaten egg for glazing  

    Sugar for sprinkling  

 

1. Layer the apples, lemon juice, sugar and water into an ovenproof dish, cover 

with foil and bake for 15 minutes at 200C/ Gas mark 6. Strain off surplus 

juice 

2. Whizz the flour and butter into crumbs, add in sugar and combine with the 

water. Bring together and roll out. Line your pie dish with 2/3rds of the pastry 

3. Blind bake the base for 10 minutes 

4. Roll out the remaining 3rd of pastry.  Slide or spoon the apples into the pie 

base and cover with finely grated cheese.  Pop the pastry lid on, brush with 

egg and sprinkle with sugar and bake for around 30 minutes until golden, the 

apples are soft and the cheese has melted into the apples   

                                               Enjoy warm or cold  

 Deirdre Kenny 
Note from editor: 

Please send in your recipes to cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk. If not published in the 

same month as submitted, they will appear in later issues ☺ 
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Chilbolton War Memorial Playing Field 

This wonderful amenity saw even greater use in August as new users 

discovered it and enjoyed its facilities.  Its value was evidenced by the 

uplifting happy voices from family games being played into the evening 

during the good weather we had towards the end of the school holidays. 

      By contrast, the behaviour of a minority has been extremely 

disappointing.  Two youths, who arrived and left on foot on Friday 10th July 

at around 8pm and may therefore be local, scaled the posts to jump on the top 

of the basketball hoops.  Thanks to the contrasting community spirit of Mike 

Hooper at M J Ellis Manufacturing, Up Somborne the hoop was bent back 

into shape at no cost to the Parish Council. 

      It was therefore most dispiriting that within three weeks of it being 

replaced, the hoop was again bent out of shape by deliberate misuse which 

was observed.  The combined abuse has deformed the metal frames and 

cracked the Perspex backboards. We are investigating the cost of repairs 

versus replacement against the value of the court to genuine users who do 

respect the equipment.  If you have any information or views please let us 

know via the Parish Clerk: chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk 

      At their July meeting the Parish Council discussed our report which 

detailed and quantified the results of the village survey in late 2019. That 

report is available on the Village website in the CPC Minutes section HERE. 

      The Parish Council confirmed their support for improved facilities for 

villagers to enjoy and directed the initial efforts of the Group to ensuring that 

all the existing equipment is fully functional for users. It confirmed the 

report’s recommendation that the slide particularly needs attention.  To those 

ends we are in discussion with Vita Play, the original installers, to devise a 

workable and affordable plan.  We will keep you advised of developments. 

      Finally, the timing is perfect if you would like to be involved in 

developing the playing field, particularly if you enjoy a specific activity 

which one or more of the items in the report will support. We can be 

contacted via the Parish Clerk, thank you. 

                          Trish Heaton and Nick Horne 

CWMPF Development Group  

mailto:chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk
http://chilboltonandwherwell.info/images/Minutes/CPCMinutes/2020/7_6_20_July_20_attachments/6720_1_REPORT_OF_THE_WMPFDG_JUNE_2020_FINAL.pdf
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Bee Diary October 2020 
2020 has been a great year, for bees, if not for beekeepers, and although 

working practices have had to be adapted to suit social distancing guidelines, 

it has been a very successful year in every respect. After an extremely wet 

February, the wettest on record since 1862, we enjoyed two stunning months 

of sunshine in April and May. The bees, unlike the beekeepers, were not 

restricted by Covid, and produced a magnificent spring honey harvest by the 

end of May. 

      To maintain an element of social distance, Jennie and I managed the 

Chilbolton apiary next to the Smokery and Rick, Dave and Marcus managed 

the Wherwell hives, ably assisted by quartermaster John. This arrangement 

threw Jennie in at the deep end, she had not done regular weekly inspections 

much in the past, but apart from the occasional sting or three, all went well. 

The hives grew heavier and taller and we took off a good load at the end of 

May, with the Wherwell team beating Chilbolton in harvested weight, albeit 

they started off with more colonies. We set up a new separating room at 

Windwhistle, blessedly bee proof, which made the job of separating the 

honey a real joy, unlike in previous years.  

      After those two sunny spring months, the period June – August was very 

average for sunshine, but it did include some very hot spells of weather. The 

bees did not show a propensity to swarm and the summer harvest at the end 

of July was average. What followed then was extraordinary. As a matter of 

course we give the bees a quick feed of syrup immediately after taking off 

the honey supers in late July to stimulate the queens to keep laying through 

August. As it happened this feed turned out to be unnecessary, because the 

bees promptly filled the hives again with another honey flow, very unusual in 

August which is often a month of dearth. I think a lot of red clover has been 

sown locally and the bees took full advantage of this. This means that the 

hives will not have to be fed again, as we would normally do in September. 

Any spare storage room in the hive will be filled with ivy honey, the last 

honey flow of the season. 

      During August we treated the hives against the varroa mites as mite 

levels had risen to unacceptable levels, you could see varroa mites running 

around on the bees and comb.  

      So, a very different season of beekeeping comes to an end. No evenings 

in the pub after a beekeeping session, no lunches in the Mitre either. Let’s 

hope that 2021 allows the social side of beekeeping to reconvene! 

  Jolyon Pope 
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To All Magazine Contributors 
 

We are eternally grateful for the regular contributions provided by villagers 

for the magazine each month. However, we would be even more grateful if 

the submissions were all provided in the A5 Template format. 
 

If you are a contributor and already doing this – thank you! If not, please ask 

the magazine Content Manager to email you the template next month before 

you copy and paste your submission into it. Many thanks. 

Stephen MacDonald, Mag Chairman 

 

Magazine Committee 
 

Stephen MacDonald 

(Chair & Secretary) 

01264 860246 

      smacdonald500@btinternet.com 

Geoff Cockram   (Advertising)           cw.advertising@outlook.com 

Sue Blazdell 01264 860462 Tessa Youell 01264 860368 

  Terry Gilmour 01264 860507 

 

Village Contacts – Parish Councillors 

Wherwell Councillors Chilbolton Councillors 

Sean Hutton (Chair)               860443 

Lizzie Broadbent (Vice Chair)        860434 

Jo Baughen  (Clerk)          01264 586899  

                  wherwellclerk@gmail.com 

Sue Blazdell                      860462 

Peter Bryant (Tree Warden)  860541 

Susanne Hasselman         860741 

Diane Newell                                  720464 

Steve Shean (Flood Warden)       860249 

David Neudegg (Chair)           860042 

David Griffiths (Vice Chair)               860313 

Mandy Denyer (Clerk)      07514 670 919    

                        chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk 

Tony Ewer                         860486 

Geoff Cockram                07703 775 743 

George Marits                                        860293 

Joanna McMenemy    07919 280 702 

Sue Larcombe             860277 

Fiona Barrie             860264 
  

      

Village Contacts - District & County Councillors 
 

Wherwell District Councillor 

David Drew               01264 357024 

County Councillor: 

Andrew Gibson              01264 861138 

 

Chilbolton District Councillor 

David Drew               01264 357024 

mailto:smacdonald500@btinternet.com
mailto:cw.advertising@outlook.com
mailto:wherwellclerk@gmail.com
mailto:chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Village Contacts – Clubs & Organisations 
 

Clubs and organisations 

Badminton            Jill Lord     860667 

Beavers/Cub scouts         Frances Waghorn   01962 776048 

Brownies             Julie Shone             01962 761269 

Care Group (Driver Coordinator)      Su Field     861338 

  (Admin)         Sally Griffiths    860313 

Chilbolton Players         Ford Bacon   07788 470188 

Chilbolton Church Flowers       Jane Brown                   860726 

Chilbolton Coffee Morning       Sheila Laughton   860460 

Chilbolton Neighbourhood Watch     Denise Hall    860543 

Chilbolton Open Spaces Committee     David Griffiths (Chair) 860313 

Flood Advisory Group        Terry Gilmour    860507 

Horticultural Society         Sheila Evans    860697 

Joyrides Community Bus        Mary Dunne    860398 

John Musters    810459 

Midday Mums                                                            Joyce Payne                      860296 

Pre-School            Sam Inglis              07732 095814 

Short Mat Bowls         Deb & Richard Richardson 861082 

Village Hall (Chilbolton) - Booking Only   Kate Ballard         860524 

                 chilboltonhallbookings@outlook.com  

Village Hall (Chilbolton) - All other matters   Tony Ewer     860486 

Village Hall (Wherwell) - Bookings     Julie Dickenson   07519 357593 

Village Webmaster                                                 chilboltonandwherwell@gmail.com  

Village Website          www.chilboltonandwherwell.info  

Wherwell Church Flowers       Jo Baughen    860319 

Wherwell Cricket Club                                             Nigel Horne (Chair)  07876 122927 

                                                                                              nigelhorne@ntlworld.com  

Wherwell History Group        Andrew Flanagan   860560 

Wherwell Home Guard Club       Sandie Bastable (Chair) 363499 

Wherwell Ladies Night        Angela Hughes   860877 

Wherwell Playing Fields        Sean Hutton (Chair)  860443 

Wherwell Primary School (Admin Officer)   Denise Hall    860384 

Wherwell Primary School (Chair of Governors)  Sean Hutton    860443 

Wherwell Neighbourhood Watch      Michael Payne   860296 

Wherwell Singers (www.wherwellsingers.org )  Dale Webb    860074 

White Lion Folk Club         Roly Clarke   07919 120159 

Women’s Institute          Pat Lloyd                01264 353635 

Yoga             Pam Flanagan                   860560 

Test Villages U3A (www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk )    Geoff Thompson    01264 782771 
 

Coronavirus Helplines:    

Wherwell - Susanne 860 060 

Chilbolton - Fiona 860 264; Jo 07910 280 702; Geoff and Anna 860 333 

mailto:chilboltonhallbookings@outlook.com
mailto:chilboltonandwherwell@gmail.com
http://www.chilboltonandwherwell.info/
mailto:nigelhorne@ntlworld.com
http://www.wherwellsingers.org/
http://www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk/

