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Chilbolton and Wherwell Community Magazine 
One of the pleasures of living in our villages is the tranquillity and the sense of being 

a little away from the frenetic mainstream of 21st century life. However, two articles 

in this issue provide a fascinating view of a period life must have been considerably 

less peaceful: the story behind the film, ‘Sound Barrier’ reveals the pivotal role 

played by the aerodrome during the War and in the development of supersonic flight 

immediately afterwards (see also diary dates). And the second part of Helen Jones’ 

portrayal of life here in the forties and early fifties, reminds us of the extent to which 

the presence of military activity once pervaded our two villages.  

Tessa Youell 

MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 

Stephen MacDonald 

 (Chair & Secretary) 
smacdonald500@btinternet.com           860246 

Ray & Sue Blazdell                                                                  860462 

Victoria Ramsay                                                                860251 

Terry Gilmour                                                                860507 

Tessa Youell                                                                860368 

Sarah Tall (Advertising)  nstall @sky.com                                   860305                      

860305              85860305 Carole Marits    Carole.marits@btinternet.com              860293 

Thank you to Ken Churchhill, Jim Duffy and Tessa Youell for producing this 

month’s magazine, and Michael Payne and helpers for distribution. 

CLOSING DATE FOR COPY is the 10
th

 of Month 

For all enquiries, our contact email is: cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk 

Please submit your copy to the email address above.  It is important your articles are 

submitted in MS Word using an A5 template and font Times New Roman size 11. If 

you do not have access to a computer, please contact the magazine secretary on the 

phone number above to arrange for your article to be typed by one of the team.  

The editors reserve the right to omit, amend or condense any item submitted for 

publication. The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily shared by the 

editors or the magazine team. Any article printed in this magazine may be 

reproduced on the Chilbolton or Wherwell websites. Contributors who do not wish 

their material to be published on the websites must specify this at the time they 

submit their article. 

Magazine Advertising 2012/13 

October marks the beginning of a new advertising year for the Magazine and I am 

currently contacting all our existing advertisers to invite them to renew for the 

coming year. If you would like to advertise or know of anyone who may be 

interested then please get in touch. During the year we are able to include ad hoc 

advertisements for a charge of £25 for a half page. The Magazine Committee would 

like to use this opportunity to thank all our Advertisers, as it is their contributions, 

mailto:smacdonald500@btinternet.com
mailto:Carole.marits@btinternet.com
mailto:cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk
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together with all our valuable volunteers, which enables us to continue to produce 

the Magazine and distribute it free of charge to all 750 households in the two 

villages. If anyone has any questions, comments relating to advertising or would like 

to place an advert then do phone or email me. 

Sarah Tall 01264 860305 email: nstall@sky.com 

 

 

Church Matters 
The Downs Benefice 

The Revd Juliet Montague, BTh (normal day off: Monday) 

  

Benefice Administrators: Vanessa Denham & Barbara Kingston 

‘The Downs Benefice’ Office, The Rectory, Church Lane, Littleton, Winchester 

SO22 6QY Tel: 01962 880845 email: office@downsbenefice.org.uk 

The Benefice Office is open Monday to Friday 10am to 3pm 
 

 

 

ST PETER AND HOLY CROSS, WHERWELL 

 

Churchwardens Pam Prince  4 Manor Cottages, 

Fullerton 

860441 

w.prince04@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Anna Lipa Chute Cottage,  

The Old Hill 

860879 

anna@stefanlipa.co.uk 

 

PCC Treasurer 

  

John Regniez 8 Cross Lane 

Andover, SP10 3JE 

333146 

john_regniez@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

ST MARY THE LESS, CHILBOLTON 

    

PCC Treasurer Michael Payne  Dancing Ledge, 

Fullerton Road, 

Wherwell, SP11 7JS 

860296 

michael@mjpayne.f9.co.uk 

 

 

Gift Aid Sec Philip Harrison Four Winds, Drove Road 860201 

 

Choir Leader Sue Batchelor 1 Room Cottages 860307 

    

 

 

From The Church Records 
 

Wherwell 

Wedding   2
nd

 June   James Hadden and Victoria Brown 

Baptism   8 June   Olivia Mae Bundy 

 

mailto:nstall@sky.com
mailto:w.prince04@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:anna@stefanlipa.co.uk
mailto:Michael@mjpayne.f9.co.uk
http://uk.mc253.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=davidnlisa@btinternet.com
http://uk.mc253.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=davidnlisa@btinternet.com
http://uk.mc253.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=davidnlisa@btinternet.com


Page 3 of 36  

Church Services July 2012 

 St Mary 
the Less 

Chilbolton  

St Mary’s 
Crawley 

St 
Catherine’s 

Littleton 

St 
Stephen’s 
Sparsholt 

St Peter & 
Holy 

Cross 
Wherwell 

Sunday 1
st
 July The Fourth Sunday After Trinity                         

Family Communion   10.00am 10.00 am  

Morning Worship  10.00 am    

Common Worship  with 
HC 

    10.00 am 

Evensong 6.00 pm     

Wednesday 4
th

 July 

Holy Communion   9.30 am   

Westholme   2.30 pm   

Sunday 8
th

 July  The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion    8.00 am  

Family Communion   10.00 am 10.00 am   

Morning Prayer 10.00 am     

Welcome Worship    10.00 am  

  Evensong     6.00 pm 

Sunday 15
th

 July  The Sixth Sunday after Trinity  St. Swithin’s Day 

Holy Communion  8.00 am    

Morning Worship   10.00 am   

CW Holy Communion 10.00 am     

Matins    10.00 am  

Family Service     10.00 am 

Benefice Evensong   6.00 pm   

Wednesday 18
th

 July      

Holy Communion 10.30 am  9.30 am   

Thursday 19
th

 July 

Flowerdown  HC   2.30 pm   

Saturday 21
st
 July 

House Communion   10.00 am   

Sunday 22
nd

 July  Mary Magdalene 

Holy communion     8.00 am 

Family Service 10.00 am     

Family Communion   10.00 am 10.00 am  

4
th
 Sunday worship with 

SS 
 10.00 am    

Peace & Healing Service   6.00 pm   

Wednesday 25
th

 July 

Meditation   7.00 pm   

Sunday 29
th

 July  The Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

5
th
 Sunday Family 

Communion 
  10.00 am   
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Chilbolton WI Meeting 

The meeting in May fell into four sections.  First, members discussed 

matters of current interest, including the Young Carers’ Barbecue to be 

held at The Hawk Conservancy in July, at which we will be manning the 

‘sweet table’ and contributing doughnuts (the young people’s favourite 

fare).  The Village Hall committee has agreed that we can plant flowering 

shrubs in the garden there in memory of Noreen Colvin. The Royal Tea 

party plans were finalised and a letter of thanks from the Food Bank for 

the twenty-nine Easter Eggs members had donated was read out. 

Then the Annual Meeting took place in which financial matters were 

discussed, and our grateful thanks went to the ex-officio Treasurer, Liz 

Blakemore, for her impeccable accounts. The Secretary, Sylvia Baker, 

who in April had stepped in at short notice to take over from Sue Keen, 

read her report of the year’s activities:  a year to be proud of. The 

President, Sue Batchelor, thanked the Committee for all its hard work. 

Two long-standing members, Jane Green and Sally Griffiths were 

standing down, and they were presented with summer-flowering pots in 

appreciation of all their hard work. Three new Committee members were 

welcomed: Enid Crofton, Dawn Rickatson, and Jenny Seddon, and 

members voted to appoint Sue for a further year as President. 

The President then presented the Resolution that was to be discussed 

at the National Federation AGM the following week: ‘that HM Govt 

increase investment in the training, employment and retention of 

midwives in England  and Wales to ensure services are adequately 

resourced and are able to deliver a high standard of care’. Members voted 

unanimously in favour of this. (Their vote and those of three linked WI’s 

were taken to the AGM, where the Resolution gained a 96% vote in 

favour).  

Sue was given wool and knitting needles to take to the AGM so she 

could take part in, ‘The biggest knit-in in the world’. All the delegates 

and on-lookers in the Albert Hall were to knit for 15 minutes to attempt 

to get into the Guinness Book of World Records! Everyone was asked to 

knit a short link in either green or white to make a chain to be used in a 

children’s display of ships at Greenwich as part of the Royal Pageant. 

The business meeting over, members were treated to a display of 

Zumba by Debbie Woodley and WI members who attend her classes. 

Fitness exercises to a Latin beat were performed and some more 

members joined in.  Tea and delicious cakes rounded off the meeting. 

Sue Batchelor 
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Chilbolton Village Hall 

As we enter the main summer holiday period, things generally quieten 

down at the Hall, but some of the regular bookings carry on week by 

week. 

 During one week of August, the Hall will be closed for all bookings 

whilst the Painter Hall floor is stripped, sanded and varnished.  The 

floor has had a hard life with virtually no attention since the Hall was 

built in 2000, so it has survived quite well given the variety of uses it 

has suffered. However, it has now reached the point where no matter 

how much effort is put into the cleaning it does not look clean and 

satisfactory. Hence the need for professional attention. 

 The Management Committee have just undertaken a comparative 

survey of other local halls to see how our facilities match with others 

and whether or not our hire charges are competitive. Of course we 

have to overlay the cost of hire with the cost of running the hall and its 

upkeep in the form of maintenance. The most striking facts to emerge 

were that no two halls are similar in position, size, facilities etc. and 

the comparison of apples with oranges came to mind!  However, we 

are reasonably content that our hire charge rates are compatible with 

facilities and the funds that we need to generate to provide a 

hospitable venue. We obviously have to keep these matters under 

review, but we do try to ensure that the hire charge is held for as long 

as possible so as to give users financial stability for their activities. 

 Everybody knows that the early June weather was cold, wet and 

thoroughly unseasonal. On 10
th

 June we were to hold a motoring jaunt 

of about 25 miles through lanes and byways surrounding the village 

with a modest question and answer programme thrown in.  Come the 

day, the forecast was dire and we decided to cancel, with the intention 

of running the event again in early September. Apologies to all 

participants, do try again: hopefully the weather will be better next 

time. 

 Our film season will start on 5
th

 October when all villagers will be 

most welcome. The films we book are widely appealing and of good 

quality. The entry price includes a cup of tea or coffee plus biscuit, 

and there is even wine for purchase. Don’t miss the posters!  

John Temple 

Chairman, Management Committee 
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Red Cross Week 2012 

The door to door collection for Red Cross Week in Chilbolton raised a total 

of £416.46p this year. The British Red Cross is a volunteer-led humanitarian 

organisation that helps people in crisis, whoever and wherever they are. 

Many thanks to the team of volunteer collectors and to everyone in the 

village who contributed to this worthy cause.       

Linda M King   

 

 

Church Flower Rotas 

Wherwell 

30
th
 June & 7

th
 July Claire Henderson   720231 

14
th
 & 21

st
 July Jill Rowles   860544 

28
th
 July & 4

th
 August Pat Lloyd   353635 

 

Chilbolton 

July + wedding            Davina Bruce/Pat Lloyd 

 

                      

 
 

Family Bike Rides and Tea  - 15 July, 16 September, 
21 October 2012 

 
Meet at Chilbolton Village hall at 2.30pm. 

 
Off-road bike rides suitable for all for all ages and abilities.   

Short rides for little people and longer rides for bigger people, 
followed by tea at the village hall. 

 
Please bring your bike, helmet and a drink for the ride.   

Tea is provided free of charge. 
 

If you would like any further information, please contact: 
Gaynor and Max Childs, Tel 860044 
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CHILBOLTON MEMORIES 1944 – 1956 Part II 
Last month, Helen Jones, from South Wales, remembered her visits to 

Chilbolton as a young girl. In the second and final part, she gives an account 

of the village during the War. If Helen’s memories have prompted yours of 

times gone by, please let us know on the magazine as other people are sure 

to be interested in them. Perhaps you remember her Aunt, Adelaide 

Whitehouse? 

 

During the war Auntie (now living on her own) worked for a grocer’s in 

Andover and cycled to work every day. She was a cashier and used to 

practise her mental arithmetic by adding up the registration numbers of 

passing army vehicles in her head! As I 

mentioned before, she was an excellent 

cook; not just sponges but jams and 

jellies as well - her apple jelly was so 

clear you could read a newspaper 

through it. Her crochet was beautiful 

and we still have some of her 

tablecloths. She also played the piano 

and sometimes played in Chilbolton 

Church.  During the War, two 

servicemen from the RAF who were 

stationed in Chilbolton often used to 

come to tea and stay into the evening 

before it was time for them to report back to base. Their names were Clifford 

and Jock, the latter being broad Scottish. He was particularly fond of my 

little brother whom he called “my wee blondie”; maybe he had a little boy of 

his own at home, who knows? I do not know whether they survived the War. 

They liked to have a sing-song round the piano with Auntie and they used to 

help to carry the washing down to the river; sometimes they took a cake back 

up to the aerodrome with them. 

The fields at the top of Station Road, where the aerodrome was, 

always had plenty of mushrooms and the hedgerows along The Drove Road 

were thick with blackberries and sloes. After the War we used to walk on 

West Down and play in the gun emplacements which still had guns inside 

them! And climb on the rusty tanks. We also used to pick masses of wild 

strawberries, enough to have some for tea, so not just the odd half dozen that 

you seem to find today. 

In 1944, just after the allied landings, my father being in France, my 

mother decided to visit Auntie. We had to travel from London in the guard's 

                                                                                              (continued on p.8) 
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van as the whole train had been fitted out as an ambulance. The sight of all 

the wounded soldiers on stretchers and crutches with bloody bandages at the 

London Terminus was something I have never forgotten. My brother had to 

sit in the pram all the way to Andover and Mummy and I had to sit on a pile 

of boxes. The guard tied the pram to the side of the van so that it didn't move 

around with the movement of the train! We changed at Andover and caught 

the local train to Fullerton Junction where we had to walk along a very 

narrow path beside the railway and the watercress beds to come out 

somewhere near the bridge and then walk up to Station Road. Mother had 

sent a case in advance with our clothes and a porter had pushed it on a hand 

barrow from the station to Station Road for which my Aunt had given him 

6d (2½ p in today's money!) There used to be a little water-wheel beside that 

footpath and the mill race went under the path; perhaps it generated 

electricity for the big house (Testcombe)? 

The roads around the village during the War were full of military 

traffic, some American and some British and walking down to the village 

with the big pram was an exercise in survival. Horses were still being used 

on the farms and the corn (mostly oats as I remember) was cut and stooked, a 

very pretty sight, and mustard was grown as a green manure crop for 

ploughing in. During harvest time, the men used to kill the rabbits and come 

round with them tied to a stick for sale. I don't know how much they cost, a 

few pence I expect, but they were delicious! I remember one of the young 

men in particular; he was quite tall, thin, wore glasses, had dark hair, wore 

an old felt hat a red kerchief around his neck and brown corduroys - I can see 

him as clear as day!!                                                          (continued on p.9) 
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After the War when there was test flying from the aerodrome, my 

brother and I were playing on West Down (no worries about small children 

going out on their own in those days) when the de Havilland 110 (?) broke 

the sound barrier in a dive and my brother was knocked down by the slip 

stream! The sonic boom was quite common over the village at that time and 

two modern houses at the top of Station Road developed large cracks in their 

walls, due, it was said, to the sonic boom. [Greenhouses fell down, too, 

according to Bruce Hunt.] 

Holidays at Chilbolton stopped for me when I left school in 1957.  

After that it was the odd weekend visit with my parents who used to travel 

down armed with lawn mower and other gardening equipment in an effort to 

keep Auntie's garden in some sort of order. I don't suppose that there is 

anyone in the village who would remember her now. She kept herself to 

herself in her later days and probably had a reputation for not being very 

friendly. Her parents had moved originally in order to cut short a budding 

relationship she had with a young man.  She was expected, as the youngest 

female child, to remain single and look after her parents in their old age! No 

wonder she was a little aloof and introverted. 

 

 

Chilbolton was a very happy place to be when I was a child and I 

treasure the memories I have of the place. It has changed enormously over 

the years and has lost its innocence but it is still a very special place for me. 

My parents were married in Chilbolton Church on August 19th 1939 and in 

May 2010, their ashes were scattered on my great grand-parents' grave in the 

churchyard there.              Helen Jones 
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                               DIAMOND JUBILEE 2012 

  
                               Come, all people far and near - 
                               This is a very special year. 
                               Joy and gladness there will be 
                               For this, the Royal Jubilee. 

  
                               Now is the time to raise our voice 
                               And let everyone rejoice, 
                               So all pay homage to our Queen 
                               For sixty years our Monarch's been. 

  
                               Through all these years she's ruled our land 
                               With a firm but gentle hand. 
                               Through many a trial and tribulation 
                               She has led this mighty nation. 

  
                               She became our queen when young - 
                               Since then so much affection's sprung 
                               From all her subjects, young and old 
                               Who, in their hearts, our queen enfold. 

  
                               So let us celebrate the Crown 
                               In every village, every town, 
                               And cry "God save our gracious Queen" 
                               Elizabeth, who reigns supreme. 

  
                                                                  Dawn Rickatson 

 
                                 

 Thank You 
 
I would like to say a huge thank you to all those who supported our 
Jubilee Cream Teas event on Sunday 3rd June including those who 
kindly and generously donated plants and raffle prizes. This was a 
fundraising event in support of my Kilimanjaro climb in June in aid of 
Cystic Fibrosis. Amazingly the weather stayed dry for us and I am 
really pleased to announce that we raised a total of £430!! Many 
thanks once more. 

George Langdown 
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JANE’S KITCHEN 

Jubilee parties took place all over the country and one of 

the best was held for the residents and near neighbours of 

Paddock Field Chilbolton!  A great time was had by all 

but the food, in the form of bring-and-share, was 

magnificent.  From whole baked salmon to home made 

pizza, quiches, salads breads, cheeses and many 

wonderful puds.  I just had to get the following recipe 

from Jennie Hamilton to share with you – my loyal readers! 

 

Roast vegetable salad with cous-cous 

1 aubergine 

2 med. Courgettes 

1 small red and green pepper 

1lb cherry tomatoes 

1 large onion cut into squares 

1 or two crushed garlic cloves 

Roast the above in olive oil until soft and lightly browned. 

  Allow to go cold. 

  Prepare the cous-cous by placing 10 oz med cous-cous in a large bowl and 

pour over 500ml of vegetable stock stir well and leave for 5 mins to absorb 

the liquid.   

  Make a dressing of 4 fl oz extra virgin olive oil, 2 tsp Cayenne pepper 

2 rounded tsp Ground cumin 2 heaped tblsp tomato purée 

4 tblsp. lime juice. 

  Assemble the salad in a large glass bowl putting the cous-cous and 

vegetables layered into the base and top with fresh mixed salad leaves.  Pour 

over some of the dressing and finish with fresh ground black pepper.  Serve 

extra dressing separately. 

 

♦ STOP PRESS ♦ STOP PRESS ♦ STOP PRESS ♦ STOP  PRESS ♦ 

 

 

 

Mrs Phyllis Harding has been awarded an 

MBE in the Queen’s Birthday 2012 Honours 

List for services to the community in Wherwell, 

Hampshire. 
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The Layfield and Silva Charity 

 
The Layfield and Silva Charity was formed by amalgamating two village 

Trusts, ‘The Layfield Trust’, set up by a former rector of this parish and ‘The 

Edward and Marion Silva Charity’, set up by Mr Edward Silva and his 

daughter, Marion Disraeli, of Testcombe. These small trusts were intended to 

give support to those within the village who needed help.  

The capital has reduced over time and attracts no interest. Its only support 

comes from grants from the Church. The amount in the fund is dwindling 

and before long will dry up completely, unless local people take a hand in 

saving it. One suggestion is that those who benefited from it in the past could 

make a donation to the fund, in order for it to continue.  So if you would like 

to help young people in the future, why not pay back some or all of what you 

were awarded? The Trustees would be more than delighted to add your 

donation to the Fund. 

 

Calling young people in Chilbolton, aged 16 to 25 

                                 

Grants available from 

The LAYFIELD & SILVA CHARITY 

Applications are now invited from young people in Chilbolton, aged 16-

25 years, for grants to help with their education or training. For example, 

books or equipment.  Signed applications for grants should be submitted in 

writing to me, Sue Batchelor, (administrator) at: 1, Room Cottages, Village 

Street, Chilbolton, Stockbridge, SO20 6BG, by Friday, 7th September, 

2012. Late applications will not be considered. 

Applicants should give: (a) their name, age, address, phone and e-mail, 

(b) how long they have lived in the village, and (c) full details of the 

educational course or other activity for which they are seeking financial help. 

All applications will be treated as confidential. The Trustees will meet to 

consider the applications later in September.                     

For further information, ring me on 860307. 

Sue Batchelor (Administrator, Layfield and Silva Charity) 
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Chocolate Madeleines 
 

Makes about 12-14 Madeleines. 

 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract/essence 
100g sugar 

2 eggs 
75g plain flour 

25g cocoa-powder (not drinking-chocolate) 

100g butter, melted 
 

1. Preheat the oven to 190˚/170˚ Fan, and using some butter, grease the 

Madeleine tin. Using a hand-mixer, whisk the sugar, eggs and the vanilla extract 

until very pale and thick. Melt the butter on the hob, then set aside to cool. 

2. Sift the flour and cocoa-powder into the sugar and egg mixture; using a spoon, 

gently fold it in. 

3. Carefully pour the melted butter into the mixing-bowl with the rest of the 

ingredients, and fold together. 

4. Spoon the batter into the tin, leaving a quarter-inch gap between the edge of 

the shell-shape and the batter, giving the Madeleines room to rise; tap the tray on 

the surface several times to get rid of air-pockets, and set in the oven for twelve 

minutes. Let the tin cool down enough to touch before transferring the 

Madeleines to a cooling-rack. 

5. Sit back with a cup of tea and a still-warm Madeleine, and enjoy. 

 

Alternative options: 

For a plain Madeleine recipe, use 100g plain flour; cook for 12 minutes, or until 

the tops are a warm golden-blonde colour, slightly raised in the centre, and firm 

to touch. 

 

Instead of alternating 25g of flour with cocoa-powder, use 100g flour, and add a 

tablespoon of honey to the batter. 

 

Using the plain Madeleine recipe (100g flour, no cocoa-powder), add the zest 

and juice of a lemon to the batter; once the Madeleines are out of the oven, use a 

disposable piping-bag and pipe a little lemon curd into the Madeleines. 

 

For a ‘healthy’ alternative, add a small fruit to each well of batter, i.e. a 

blueberry, or a piece of cherry, a raspberry. Or, if no fresh fruit is at hand, add 

half a teaspoon of your favourite jam to each Madeleine mould, between two 

layers of batter. 

Hannah Brown 

 



Page 15 of 36  

S.M.A.R.T. APPEAL for ST. 
MARY’S ANDOVER 

 

Ever wondered what it 
might be worth? 

 
Bring it to St. Mary’s church on 
Thursday 19th July from 2 p.m.- 
5 p.m. 

 
 

DOORS OPEN FROM 1PM  
 

 
A special charity valuation event has been kindly supported 
by Dreweatts & Bloomsbury Fine Art Auctioneers, to help raise 
funds for the repairs to St. Mary’s church in Andover. Their 
specialists will be on hand all afternoon to offer professional 
valuations on all antique items covering all sectors of the fine art 
and antiques market, including jewellery, silver, watches, 
pictures, European ceramics and decorative arts and Asian 
works of art, as well as country sporting items, militaria and 
ephemera.  
  

Bring along your small items and/or photos of 
larger items to show the valuation team! 

 
Meet WILL RICHARDS, JAMES NICHOLSON and GEOFFREY 

STAFFORD CHARLES. 
 

Cost for up to three items...£5.00, for every additional item, 
£1.00. 

 
Refreshments available 
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CHILBOLTON COFFEE MORNING 
To be held in the Village Hall 

 

Our next meeting will be on Saturday 21st July 
10.30 to 12 noon 

 
Everyone welcome 

including all the family and friends 
Come for a chat and to meet other villagers 

 
Coffee or tea with biscuits for just £1. 

This also includes a raffle 
 

The 100+ Club draw will take place at 11am 
 

Books CD’s, DVD’s, cards etc. will be on sale 
 

For more information contact Sheila Laughton 860460, Lesley 
Brown 860127       and Debbie Richardson 861082 

 

Sun shines on Wherwell Church Fete 
Wherwell struck it lucky again on 9

th
 June when the sun shone on the annual 

Church Fete. The day came as a welcome respite from bad weather with high 

wind and rain both before and afterwards. Wherwell Church has been lucky 

recently with good weather for many outdoor activities: the Topping Out 

ceremony, the re-dedication service, and the Wherwell Pageant. 

 Visitors from the local area and further afield were able to enjoy a 

barbeque lunch and a glass of Pimm’s whilst relaxing in warm weather and 

listening to the excellent Andover Town Band. Many attractions were on 

offer, including a climbing wall which was very popular with the children 

(and some adults!), as well as a special Jubilee stall – a picture of red, white 

and blue – where everyone won a prize.  

 The fete raised a very pleasing £6700 which will go towards church funds 

and is most welcome after the great expense of the major roof restoration 

project. The PCC of Wherwell would like to thank every one of the many 

people involved in putting on such a successful and enjoyable fete. 

Claire Henderson 
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Wherwell HGC – we’re open !!! 
 

At the AGM of the Wherwell Home Guard Club, held on 17
th
 May, 

members present voted to elect a new Committee and re-open the Club on a 

trial basis – at least until Christmas. The new Officers are: 

Chairman:       Cliff Goodall, 8 Beech Grove, tel: 860 445 

Secretary:        Angie Rowles, 8 Beech Grove, tel: 860 445 

Treasurer:       Mandy Amor, 1 Dublin Farm Cottages, tel: 860 566 

Club Address:  The Old Hill, Wherwell, SP11 7JB (opposite Fairpiece) 

Since the AGM, the Club has held a very successful Barn Dance at 

Wherwell Village Hall, which raised an impressive £454 towards the costs of 

getting the Club re-opened on 5
th
 June. By the end of the first week, trading 

figures, membership figures and feedback from customers were all very 

positive. Draught beers (Guinness, Carlsberg & Flack Manor) are selling 

well and by mid-June, nearly 40 new members have joined the Club. The 

winner of the first Bonus Ball Draw on 9
th
 June was Mrs Janet Beckingham. 

 

The Club Bar is open four nights each week (Last Orders 11.00pm): 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, from 8.00 pm to 11.30 pm 

Saturday, from 7.30 pm to 11.30 pm 

 

The Club has two rooms and offers a Snooker table, a Pool table, 

Dartboard, Cribbage and a wide-screen TV. A programme of special events 

is being organised on the third Saturday of every month, and on other 

notable dates as appropriate, commencing with: 

 

Saturday 21
st
 July : Stu Walker (singer / guitarist) 

Saturday 18
th
 August : Quiz Evening with Cash Prize 

and light refreshments 

Saturday 15
th
 September : t.b.a. (possibly music or skittles) 

Saturday 20
th
 October : Quiz Evening (bi-monthly) 

 

The Home Guard Club is a members club. New members will be very 

welcome to join. The fee for 2012/13 is £15 per annum (under 16’s - with a 

parent member - free). Guests are welcome to visit the Club or come to any 

of the special events; the signing-in fee is £1. Membership Application 

Forms are available from the Club during opening hours or from the 

Treasurer: Mandy Amor. 
Andrew Flanagan 
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Diary Dates 

July 

1 Chilbolton Village Walks CVH 10.00am 

3 Chilbolton PC CVH 8.00pm 

5 -7 Stockbridge Dramatic Soc The Burrow, Longstock 7.30pm 

7 Wherwell coffee morning WVH 10.30-12 noon 

10 Wherwell PC WVH 7.00pm 

12 Pre-school AGM CVH 7.30pm 

15 Simply Sunday bike ride CVH 2.30pm 

16 Midday Mums WVH 10.30am 

17 Chilbolton WI CVH 7.30pm 

19 Charity valuation event St Marys Church, 

Andover 

2 – 5pm 

20 Sound Barrier  -  film WVH 7.00pm 

21 Chilbolton coffee morning 

attended by Neighbourhood 

Watch 

CVH 10.30am 

21 Stu Walker HGC  

24 Chilbolton Horticultural 

Society members only 

Sue Batchelor’s garden  

29 Pre School BQ and Disco Wherwell Sports Pavilion 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 
Thank you 

The Wherwell PCC wishes to thank the ‘Friends of the Fete’ for 
their generous donations to the dining raffle at the Wherwell 
Church Fete: 

 

Clos du Marquis, Stockbridge 

The Cricketers Inn, Longparish 

The Greyhound, Stockbridge 

Stokes of Stockbridge 

The Plough Inn, Longparish 

The White Lion Inn, Wherwell 

The Mayfly, Chilbolton 
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WHAT’S ON IN THE AREA 
Theatre & Music: 

05/07 Miracle Theatre present The Importance of Being Ernest 

Theatre Royal Winchester, 7.30pm £16 to £13.50. 01962 840440 

06/07 Winchester Festival Opening Concert Winchester Cathedral Bach’s 

Mass in B Minor 7.30 pm £33 to £12 01962 857276 

07/07 Havant Symphony Orchestra Rossini, Grieg, Liszt & Brahms 

7.30pm  

Ferneham Hall, Fareham £18 to £7 

17/07-21/07 Habeus Corpus Alan Bennett Plaza Theatre, Romsey £10 

01794 512987 

19/07 – 21/07 Southern Cathedrals Festival Salisbury Cathedral 10am – 

10pm Prices vary £23 down. 21/07 Messiah 7pm 

25/07 Mary Poppins – a Play in a Day The Lights, Andover 10am 

01264 368368 

Other events: 

01/07 Andover Armed Forces Day Vigo Recreational Park 10am to 4.30pm 

Free entry 

02/07 Strictly Come Dancing live with audience voting. Pavilion Theatre 

Bournemouth. 7pm  

02/07 – 20/08 The Olympics in Hampshire exhibition Hampshire Record 

Office Winchester. 9am to 5pm (7pm Thursdays & 4pm Saturdays). Free. 

17/07 & 26/07 Cooking with Lavender The Long Barn, Alresford. Demos 

£19 01962 738684 

22/07 Andover Carnival 2012 Vigo Recreation Ground 12pm start. Free 

entry. 

24/07 Noches de Tango – Argentine tango The King’s Theatre, Southsea 

7.30pm £15 

24/07 Botanical Watercolour Sketchbook with Siriol Sherlock. Art course 

at the Hillier Gardens Romsey. £65 incl. lunch. Call 01794 369317 to book. 

 

Country Markets: 

Country Markets are held weekly in Andover and Stockbridge selling 

homemade and local produce. The Stockbridge market is held in the Town 

Hall every Thursday, 10.00am – 11.45am. The Andover market is held 

outside the Guildhall every Friday, 7.30am – 1pm 

Farmers’ Market Dates: 

01 July – Romsey 08 July  – Winchester 

20 July – Winchester  

For more information, please ring (01420) 588671, or visit the website at 

www.hampshirefarmersmarkets.co.uk. 

http://www.hampshirefarmersmarkets.co.uk/
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May News from Wherwell Primary School 

It is surprising to see just how much our village school 

manages to fit into the term in addition to the schoolwork 

that fills the day.   We are, as always, grateful to the staff, 

PTA, parents and children for all of their hard work throughout the year and 

to the community for supporting our events.   

 Many of you may have noticed several groups of pupils walking around 

Wherwell village on a very wet Wednesday at the beginning of May.  The 

children were looking at historic features of the village and were interested 

to learn lots of things about the houses that they usually just drive past.  A 

picnic lunch in the village hall proved a welcome respite from the rain! 

 The 12
th
 and 13

th
 of May weekend proved to be a busy one for many of 

our families with the Wherwell Pageant on Saturday and the Annual 

Harewood Forest Fun Run on Sunday.  Twenty-four pupils from the Junior 

classes represented the school at the Pageant.  For many this was their 

second opportunity to work with Reverend Professor June Boyce-Tillman 

after the Songs of the Earth Concert at Winchester Cathedral in March.   

Following a full afternoon of rehearsals the children sang with great 

enthusiasm at the evening performance and they enjoyed the opportunity to 

perform their own percussion pieces. On Sunday the Harewood Fun Run, a 

joint event for school and Wherwell Playing Field Association, took place 

with one hundred and thirty six runners and walkers enjoying a sunny 

morning. A new 10km course record of 42 minutes and 22 seconds was set 

and the 5km was completed in an amazing time of 21 minutes 37 seconds – 

something for you to aim for next year? 

 The children of Class 3 were very pleased to be invited to an Olympic 

Sports Festival at Test Valley School on Wednesday 16
th
. The children had a 

very enjoyable morning mixing with children from other schools and 

working with the Junior Sports Leaders from Test Valley School. This was a 

fantastic opportunity for many to develop their sporting skills and, for others, 

a chance to show the courage and determination to meet personal challenges. 

 The School Spring Fete on the 20
th
 got the fete-season off to a great start 

despite it being a rather chilly May day. The children from years 2, 3 and 4 

entertained us with their maypole dancing while the younger children 

performed an original Olympic dance with parents and grandparents invited 

to join in. Some of the favourites that kept the children spending their pocket 

money included the bouncy castles, goal shooting, glitter tattoos and toy 

stall.  The Drinks and Tea Tent and barbecue, as always, proved very 

popular with the adults. With tombolas, a prize draw, Class 5’s Olympic 

Trivia Quiz and much, much more the Spring fete was a fantastic event and 

                                                                                          (continued on p.21) 
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it was lovely to see so many of you joining in the fun. With your help we 

managed to raise £3,800 towards enhancing the children’s outdoor play 

equipment. 

 Fortunately the weather warmed up over the next week, which coincided 

with National Walk to School Week. Families closer to school took 

advantage of the warm, sunny mornings to walk every day, while several 

children managed to confuse the bus driver by walking to a different bus 

stop.   Those living further away drove to the Common or parked in 

Wherwell village and joined the crocodile of children, parents, pushchairs 

and dogs. It was a great opportunity to leave the car behind and enjoy the 

outdoors. 

 The children and staff celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in style 

by wearing red, white and blue to their street (playground) party on Thursday 

31st of May.  A Jubilee lunch was the start of an afternoon of activities and 

fun, which was planned, prepared and coordinated by the children in Class 5. 

Numerous activities were on offer included Pin the Tail on the Corgi, 

Dressing Up Wacky Races, Diamond Jubilee Lego Animations and pottery 

painting. Class 5 made some amazing mosaics designed with symbols to 

represent the Jubilee. They worked cooperatively on a large Jubilee mosaic 

which they have proudly displayed on the wall in the school hall.  On behalf 

of the PTA, the teachers presented their children with celebration medals and 

Union Jack flags.  The afternoon was completed by an enthusiastic 

performance to the parents of Sing, the jubilee song written by Gary Barlow 

and Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

 Why not have a look at the school’s website 

www.wherwell.hants.sch.uk where pictures of many of these events and 

much more news about our school can be found. 

 If you would like further information about Wherwell Primary 

School then please do call us on 01264 860384 and talk to Mr King 

(Head Teacher) or Mrs Pritchard (Administration Officer). 
 

 

Diamond Jubilee Party in Wherwell Thank You 

I am sure that parents, grandparents and some like me a great grandparent 

would like to express thanks to all the members of the team who provided 

the wonderful party for the children and themselves! Everything went 

beautifully. It was such a great get together and a very happy village event 

pictured by Mike Gee and maybe we will be able to see ourselves at the next 

Coffee morning??  

Peg Beesley 

http://www.wherwell.hants.sch.uk/
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July 17th in the Village Hall 

 

7.30pm Business 
7.45 pm Practical Session 

 

Stone Age Art 
 

 

 

 

 

Come and try your hand at art with a difference! 
 

Katy England, a young local archaeologist with an 
amazing wealth of knowledge of the Stone Age will 

come to visit us again, this time to give us a practical 
session in cave-painting. Why not come along and join 

the fun? Wear old clothes as the ochres we will be 
using can stain clothing. 

Non-members who would like to join us, please 
contact Sue Batchelor (860 307) for further details. 

 

 

MIDDAY MUMS 
This month we meet on Monday 16

th
 for coffee and biscuits from 

10.30-noon at the Colonel Jenkins Memorial Hall (Wherwell village 

hall). 

 Please come along and join the fun. 

 There will be no Midday Mums in August. 

Susan Ansell 860775 
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Chilbolton Village Hall  
Walking Group 

Programme of walks for 2012 
 
 

All welcome – come alone or bring friends,  
family… 

and the dog! 
 

 Meet at Chilbolton Village Hall Car Park to depart 10.00am  
 

£2.00 donation to Village Hall funds. 

 

Sunday 1
st
 July 

 

 

Pewsey Vale Walk  
 

Starting at Tan Hill car park, a circular walk around Pewsey Down 

taking in magnificent views and one of the Wiltshire white horses. 

Halfway  round the walk there is the Barge Inn on the Kennet and 

Avon canal. There is also an excellent picnic spot by the White Horse.  
 

(Estimated walk  time – 3 hours) 

 
Bill & Liz Cooper Tel 860417    Maureen & Ed Treadwell 860380 
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Wherwell Church Fete – Bottle Tombola 
 

Pam, Bill and Ken would like to thank all those who generously supported 

their tombola stall, which raised £585 for the Church funds.     

    Ken Wilson  

 

 

Wherwell student triumphs over adversity 
 

Seventeen-year-old David Hurst from Beech Grove has just won the Schools 

and Education Award at the annual Basingstoke “A Place to be Proud of” 

Awards. The award honours individuals and organisations that support 

education and inspire learning.  The other finalists included The Basingstoke 

Consortium, a charity that works with young people. 

David has such severe dyslexia that he needs a special speech recognition 

computer program for his coursework.  He was the first pupil with special 

educational needs to become a prefect at Test Valley School.   

He moved to Basingstoke College of Technology to study Games 

Development last year and has already been elected joint president of the 

Students’ Union.  Since taking office he has travelled abroad to advise 

students in the former Soviet bloc on how to set up democratic unions and 

has been selected as a UK representative to attend a conference in Germany 

later this year. 

David’s determination to overcome his considerable handicap and his 

shyness to play a leading role at BCoT impressed the judges, who considered 

that he set an example to his fellow students.    

 David told the Basingstoke Gazette: “I have never thought that having 

special needs has held me back.  In fact, it inspires me to do more.  The 

whole point of being student union president is to show that special needs 

should not be a barrier for anyone. 

I am really proud to win this award and hope other people with learning 

disabilities will see it as an example of what you can achieve.” 

David also contributes to the community in Wherwell.  He frequently 

goes back to his old primary school to look after the chickens and is never 

too busy to lend a hand to his neighbours.  

 David’s ambition is to work in the games development industry in the 

USA:  his combination of determination, hard work, ambition and charisma 

should take him far. 

Lis Bennett 
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Herbal Medicine Clinics in Wherwell 

Sarah Gray 

 

BSc Western Medical Herbalist 
 

As a recently qualified herbalist I will be holding clinics in Wherwell 

from July. Consultations will be at a reduced rate of £30. 

Herbal Medicine aims to support the body to regain full health and 

vitality and is suitable for a broad range of conditions, symptoms and 

reduced well being. If you are unsure on the suitability of herbal 

medicine for your individual case or to book an appointment please 

contact 

Sarah Gray on 07413 253 998 or email sarahnoorgray@me.com. 

 

Clinic Dates: Monday 15
th

 July, Monday 6
th

 August, Monday 27
th

 

August. 

Evening and daytime appointments available,  
including prior Sundays pm 

 

Theft of Poultry 
For those of you who keep poultry, please be aware we are receiving reports 

of Chickens and Cockerels being stolen across the northern area of 

Hampshire from gardens and small holdings. On some occasions it is just the 

birds being stolen but it has also been known for the poultry houses to be 

taken as well. 

 Please be vigilant, try to place the houses and birds in a location where 

they are not visible to the public, in an area that will be easily monitored 

from your premises. Please report any suspicious activity to the police via 

the 101 number. 

Theft of Staddle Stones 
Over the weekend we have had several reports of staddle stones being stolen 

from rural residential properties. Although they are heavy, they can be easily 

and quickly removed, and are difficult to identify once stolen. If you have 

staddle stones in your garden, please consider security marking them. It is 

possible to postcode them by etching your postcode on the underside of the 

base and the top, which would not spoil the ascetics of the item but make it 

identifiable if it is stolen.  

Maria Watson [mailto:mwatson.cottage@hotmail.co.uk]  
CNW co-ordinator 

mailto:sarahnoorgray@me.com
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 “Sound Barrier” – made in Chilbolton 
Sixty years ago, in 1951, well known film producer David Lean (later Sir 

David) arrived in Chilbolton with a team of Britain’s foremost film stars. 

Their purpose was to create a film of a highly dramatic nature. For this 

they were not concerned with the village as a whole, nor with its 

inhabitants. Their interest was focused solely on Chilbolton airfield.  

Perched on top of West Down this airfield had seen extensive use 

during World War Two, but had been closed when the war ended in 1945. 

However, before the closure, the development of jet propulsion aircraft 

engines had made possible an enormous increase in aircraft speed, to the 

extent that some aircraft would soon be able to exceed the speed of sound 

(760 miles per hour at sea level). Unfortunately, this achievement brought 

with it many serious problems with the design of aircraft controls and 

structure; problems which, in many cases, would take a long and difficult 

time to solve. It must be remembered that between 1945-1951, no less 

than 32 Test Pilots were killed. In this context, David Lean's film was 

intended to expose this grim situation, choosing "Sound Barrier” as a title 

- a phrase which had come into popular use and which drew attention to 

the dangers of early supersonic flight. 

But why was Chilbolton chosen for the filming?  In 1947, the firm of 

Supermarine (designers of the Spitfire), had taken over this airfield for 

testing the jet propelled successors to this famous aircraft. In addition, 

Chilbolton was well away from busy Civil airports which might hinder the 

flying sequences in the film. The particular aircraft used for the flying 

scenes was a Swift with the registration number VV119.  

In the film, this aircraft was given the name ‘Prometheus’, the name of 

a God who was supposed to have brought Fire to the planet Earth. When 

airborne filming was needed, it took place from an ex RAF Lancaster 

bomber. Due to some unusually wet and cold weather the photographers 

often had a very rough time attempting shots through the bomber's open 

rear door. 

On some occasions we were all quite amused when a fellow friend of 

the actors, James Robertson Justice, turned up at the airfield. He also 

came to our Christmas party at the airfield in 1951 and caused much fun 

by dancing with some of the local girls.       

(continued on p.27) 
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The 1950’s were nevertheless anxious times. Apart from the unfriendly 

attitude of our Russian wartime allies, the outbreak of the war in Korea in 

1950 caused the UK government to introduce a scheme called 

‘Superpriority’, to focus attention on the rapid acquisition of new 

equipment for the armed forces. This drew attention to the rather small 

size of each of our arms suppliers, and in 1956 Vickers Armstrong 

decided that the Supermarine works would be closed and located within 

the parent company.  Flight Testing activities at Chilbolton were 

transferred to Wisley, near Guidford.  

Despite this, Chilbolton’s flying days with high speed aircraft were 

forever recorded thanks to the film "Sound Barrier". For those who 

worked at Chilbolton Airfield in its final years it is possible to recall the 

scene. For others, it is hard to believe that an airfield with such frantic and 

noisy activity could have existed in that tranquil place. 

Charles Burnet  

 

 The film “Sound Barrier” was released in the UK on 22nd July 1952. 

The central character is Sir John Ridgefield, played by Ralph Richardson, 

who is an oil tycoon and aircraft constructor determined to manufacture a 

jet plane that will travel faster than the speed of sound. Ridgefield’s desire 

to reach this goal leads to the deaths of his test pilot son (Denholm Elliot) 

and his fighter-pilot son-in-law (Nigel Patrick) and causes a rift with his 

daughter Susan (Ann Todd). Unperturbed, Ridgefield carries on 

regardless.              Andrew Flanagan 
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CHILBOLTON PARISH COUNCIL 

So the Queens Jubilee celebrations went off in Chilbolton in the usual 

British way with bunting, wind and rain. The events passed quietly in 

the Village with just a few parties and attentive viewing of televisions. 

Celebration mugs were given out to all children who attend pre-school 

during a party held at the Village Hall. The rain and wind has brought 

down some trees and the hedges have thickened so work will have to 

be put in hand to make the footpaths easier to walk. The cows are back 

on the Common and the good weather brought the usual problem with 

B-B-Qs. One group of youths when confronted by locals were abusive 

and aggressive; the police were called and failed to respond. I took 

this matter up with the Chief Constable and after a visit from the local 

inspector, Ian Whyton, a local boy, he admitted their control centre 

made mistakes in handling the call and promised that they would 

respond in future. He also promised to contact wardens employed by 

TVBC and HCC to see if they could patrol the Common on hot days 

to keep matters under control. The police have seen their numbers 

reduced in this area from 27 to just 7 over the past 20 years, which is 

at the heart of the problem. 

 The poplar trees are now finally down and a new tree will be 

planted in the autumn near to where they stood. The footpath down 

from Coronation Tree Green has been extended and the result is very 

satisfactory. Students from Sparsholt College at a modest cost to the 

Village carried both the tree works and the footpath. 

 A month has passed and we are still no further forwards in the 

matters concerning the Agreement with Enterprise Inns on the play 

area and on the dispute relating to land at Grind Stone Green. This is 

especially frustrating in respect of the Play Area as we now have 

lengths of wood from the poplar tree that will be used for climbing 

frames etc. 

 A new very secure gate has been erected at the entrance to the 

Memorial Playing Fields prompted by a warning from HCC that there 

were travellers around; we had one group drive to the fields last year. 

The cost of this was paid for by the release of 106 monies. 

Finally George Marits, fresh from his success as the Wherwell Green 

Man has agreed to join the Parish Council. His advice and common 

sense will be much appreciated. 

Alan Crisp 
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Chilbolton FC – Monthly Update – June 2012 
 

Well we are now in the quiet lull between seasons but luckily we have Euro 

2012 to keep the need for football satisfied!!!  Let’s hope England surprise 

us all and have a much better tournament than they did two years ago in 

South Africa – by the time this goes to print we should know how well Roy 

Hodgson and the team are doing!!! 

 Still it won’t be long until the new season begins. We will start our pre-

season training in July with friendlies in August and the season starting in 

September.  On the 14
th
 July we will be having our end of season party 

which will consist of a friendly game with some old Chilbolton FC players 

followed by an evening at the Abbotts Mitre for our 2011/12 awards. 

 With pre-season not that far away we are also on the lookout for new 

players for next season so if you are interested in joining we will be down at 

the Memorial Playing Fields from the 3
rd

 weekend in July at 6pm. Anyone is 

welcome to come along for a mixture of fitness and skills training and, 

hopefully a bit of fun!!! 

 If you want to get involved or support the club in any way we are always 

happy to hear from people so if you have any thoughts or ideas please let me 

know using any of the methods below. 

 You can now follow the team live on Twitter (@chilboltonfc) with live 

pitch side tweets as well as team news and Manager insights in between 

games. You can also keep in touch with the team at www.chilboltonfc.co.uk 

and we look forward to seeing you at one of our future games; supporters are 

always welcome.  

Sam Horne (07969 055300) – Manager 

 

Christian Aid Week 2012. 

 

During the week of 13
th

-19
th

 May, the magnificent sum of £774.12 

was collected for Christian Aid, a charity dedicated to helping those in 

need, of all denominations and none, to make better lives for 

themselves.  

Many thanks to all those of you who so generously contributed. If you 

missed out, you can donate on-line at caweek.org.  Alternatively, send 

a cheque to FREEPOST Christian Aid (no stamp required). 

My biggest thank-you is to all the wonderful collectors: Davina, 

Debbie, Ed and Sandy, Jennie and Jolyon, Maggie, Ros, Sue, Sylvia 

and Trish. You did a marvellous job. 

Mick Batchelor (Co-ordinator) 

http://www.chilboltonfc.co.uk/


Page 30 of 36  

 

 
 

Sunday 5th August ,10am-4pm 
Stockbridge High Street 

 
60 stalls of local foods, produce & crafts 

Juggling Jake Circus entertainment 
 

Live music 
 

Farm animals and vintage agricultural 
equipment 

Craft Demonstrations 
 

A fabulous free day out for all the family! 

      Principal Sponsors      

    
 

For further information please visit: 
www.facebook.com/TroutnAbout 
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Jubilee Celebrations at Chilbolton Pre-school! 
 

We have had a busy few weeks with our Diamond 

Jubilee events; the children helped to make a castle 

and they had great fun sitting on the throne and 

dressing up as royalty.  We have made crown and 

flags and tea towels for parents. 

 We had a lovely Jubilee Picnic party with lots of 

past and present children and parents.  There were fun activities from 

“decorate a crown biscuit”, “pin the tail on the corgi”, “make a crown” or 

“have your nails painted by Molly Gibson”!  The refreshments were 

delicious with royal cup cakes and a shared picnic.  The afternoon finished 

with Chilbolton Parish Council giving each child attending Pre-school a 

commemorative mug.  The children were delighted – thank you!  The sun 

shone and it was lovely to see so many happy relaxed children. 

 We are starting to prepare for our own mini Olympics.  The children will 

take part in lots of fun races and we will be talking about the importance of 

exercise and healthy eating.  We predict many winning gold medals!  We are 

also in the final half term for lots of our children before they go off to 

Primary school and we are also about to change our Committee - the AGM is 

on Thursday 12
th
 July at the Village Hall and I would like to thank the 

present Committee for all their hard work and support and I would like to 

thank the new parents who have come forward to be on the Committee for 

2012-13.    

 Please do book your tickets for our BBQ / Disco.on Friday 29
th
 June at 

Wherwell Sports Pavilion – tickets are £10 each including food and a 

fantastic band!  Please do come along with your friends for a truly fun 

night and most importantly to support our local Pre-school enabling 

them to provide such a high standard of care for our children.  Thank 

you! 

Call Sam for more information or to arrange a visit on 07732 095814 or 

07919 130777 or email enquiries@chilboltonpreschool.com.  
 

 
ST MARY-THE-LESS BELL TOWER 

 
Will flower ladies please be aware that the bell tower is inaccessible 
until further notice.  Water for flowers can be obtained from the stand  

pipe in the churchyard. 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 

CHILBOLTON  PRE-SCHOOL’S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone with an interest is welcome to attend 
For further information and nominations please contact Elaine, 

Chairperson at eroberts@mobileiq.com 
 

 

Chilbolton Neighbourhood Watch Report 

Very little to report this month.  During May, a newly planted 

tree in Drove Hill was snapped off, clearly an act of pure vandalism. Also 

the warm weather has again encouraged some youngsters to behave 

inconsiderately and throw in unnecessary abuse as well.  Both incidents were 

reported to the police by the people concerned and are mentioned on the 

Community Policing and Neighbourhood Crime Statistics website.  The 

police should be notified of such events by ringing 101, if possible, while 

they are happening. This is the only way the police can build a picture of 

what is occurring where and how often. I have also been made aware that 

staddle stones and chickens are being targeted by thieves in nearby locations. 

Maria Watson 

Tel: 860415 e-mail:  mwatson.cottage@hotmail.co.uk 

Thursday 
12th July 

7.30pm 

Durnford Room, Chilbolton 
Village Hall 

mailto:mwatson.cottage@hotmail.co.uk
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The Trout 
This is another in the occasional pieces about wild life on the Cow Common. 

Of all the creatures who live here it is the trout that brings people to the 

River Test. It is around us yet shuns our company except for the flashy and 

aggressive Rainbow Trout who seek our bread in the streams running 

through Stockbridge. This is a sentimental piece about the trout and me, and 

not a catalogue of facts about them.  

Like most boys I was fascinated by water. It was the very essence of 

adventure and I fished in the ponds, rivers and canals where I grew up. But 

trout are for grown-up boys, and demand more than a net and a jam-jar. The 

trout we see in the Test are either Rainbow or Brown Trout, but an 

occasional sighting can be had of Sea Trout in their silvery skins who have 

returned from the sea. Sea Trout are spawned from Brown Trout and some of 

the off-spring choose to go out to sea and others from the same hatch prefer 

to remain in the river where they were born. No one knows why. Trout that 

live in different environments can have dramatically different colourations 

and patterns. Mostly, these colours and patterns form as camouflage based 

on their surroundings, and will change as the fish moves to different habitats. 

Fish living in a small stream or in an alpine lake could have pronounced 

markings and more vivid colouration. It is also possible that in some species 

their colour signifies that they are ready to mate. Our damp, equable, oceanic 

climate and varied geology with an abundance of gravels provide very 

favourable conditions for spawning, growth and survival. 

So around us we will see Rainbow Trout, but the keen angler seeks the 

native Brown Trout that is difficult to see and catch. It is difficult as this fish 

is shy and sensitive to noise and unlike its brash cousin, the introduced 

American Rainbow Trout, will not snap at anything offered to it but is 

cautious and timid. This makes the life of the angler more interesting. 

Angling is a contemplative sport, and most of us spend more time getting 

pleasure from the flora and natural life on the river and riverbank than 

actually catching trout. The Rainbow Trout was introduced into British 

waters to give fishermen a large fish that was easier to catch. It grows 

quickly to a size and weight several times larger than the Brown Trout and if 

you are just interested in catching trout then they will give satisfaction. But 

the Brown trout is more graceful and in keeping with the waters of the Test. 

It has the upper hand in any contest with the angler; generation after 

generation have secured a lineage, which is almost perfectly suited to its 

surroundings. Nature has contrived one of her more subtle camouflages and 

the keen sight and hearing through vibrations on the bank and in the water, 

keep her out of danger.                      (continued on p.35) 
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So next time you are on a bridge or a bank do not refuse the magnetic 

draw to gaze into the tranquil depths below, you could be rewarded with the 

sight of a Brown Trout tucked into the bank at rest or waiting for food to 

pass. The gentle movement of the fish in the easy gliding rippling currents 

will be your reward. 

Alan Crisp 
 

Information  requested about Mr Alfred William Sharman and 

Gertrude Sharman 

I have been researching the history of my grandfather and grandmother, Mr 

Alfred William Sharman and Gertrude Sharman. They were married at St 

Neots in 1908 and moved to Chilbolton where my grandfather was already 

working as an estate agent. Their address was Hillcrest, Chilbolton. I would 

like to know if the house still exists and where in the village it is located. I 

believe that my grandfather was working for Mr Henry J. E. Brake, an 

auctioneer and estate valuer from Farnborough, Hampshire. Does anyone 

know if he was involved in a development in the village in the early 20th 

century? 

 I hope you will forgive the intrusion and would be very grateful for any 

help that you can give. 

Peter Sharman  petersharman@blueyonder.co.uk  
 

 

Wherwell Fete 

  Teas and Refreshments Stall   –   “Thank You” 
A big thank you to all who contributed cakes, sausage rolls, sandwiches and 

other savouries to sell with the teas – we really appreciate your generosity. 

 Thank you to Mary Gee, Sue and Ray Blazdell, Pam Wilson and Mary’s 

friend, Alison, for all  your unstinting hard work in the kitchen and “front of 

house” and to John Andrews, for being such an excellent “tea runner” for the 

thirsty stallholders. 

      Pam and Andrew Flanagan 

 

 

Village Contacts – Parish Councillors 
 

Liz Blakemore (Clerk)   860385    Will Austin     861204 

Peter Bryant (Tree Warden) 860541    Patrick Coates    860069 

Susanne Horne     860741    Tony Ewer     860486 

Steve Shean     860249    John Irish     860526 

Lizzie Broadbent    860434    Martin Gossling   861375 

George Hampson    860721    John Rowles    860308 
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Village Contacts - District & County Councillors 
 

Wherwell District Councillor       Chilbolton District Councillors  
Jim Neal     362456       Daniel Busk   01794 388389 

Peter Boulton   01794 301212 

County Councillor          
Andrew Gibson  861138 

 

Village Contacts – Clubs & Organisations 
 

Clubs and organisations 

Badminton            Jill Lord     860667 

Beavers/Cub scouts         Leigh Dance    811074 

Bridge Club           Gee Parry     861136 

Brownies            Julie Shone               01962 761269 

Care Group            Peter Ward     860528 

              Mike Davis     860594 

Chilbolton Players          Carole Marits     860293 

Chilbolton Coffee Morning        Sheila Laughton   860460 

              Lesley Boswell    860217 

              Debbie Richardson   861082 

Chilbolton Football Club        Sam Horne           07969 055300 

Chilbolton Neighbourhood Watch      Maria Watson    860415 

Flood Advisory Group         Jeremy Baines    860448 

Terry Gilmour    860507  

Horticultural Society         Sheila Evans    860697 

Joyrides Community Bus        Mary Dunne    860398 

              John Musters    810459 

Pre-School                  Sam Inglis          07732 095814 

Short Mat Bowls         Deb & Richard Richardson  861082 

Village Hall (Chil) - Booking Only      Mandy Amor         860566 

Village Hall (Chil) - All other matters      John Temple    861334 

Village Hall (Wher) - Bookings      Julie Dickenson   861494 

Village Websites       www.chilbolton.com  &  www.wherwell.net 

Wherwell Church Flowers        Jo Baughen     860319 

Wherwell Cricket Club         Richard Rowles (Chair) 861101 

              Jo Baughen (Juniors)  860319 

Wherwell History Group        Andrew Flanagan              860560 

Wherwell Playing Fields        Sean Hutton (Chair)  860443 

Wherwell Primary School         Mary Gee     860592 

Community Governors         Sandy Farrand    860492 

              Sean Hutton    860443 

Wherwell Neighbourhood Watch      Richard Rowles   861101 

Wherwell Singers          Dale Webb     860074 

Women’s Institute           Sue Batchelor    860307  

Test Villages U3A ( www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk )    Ed Farrand      860492 

 

http://www.chilbolton.com/
http://www.wherwell.net/
http://www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk/

