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Chilbolton and Wherwell Community Magazine 

cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk 
 

April 2014 

Thankfully, the worst of the floods seem to be behind us and we are now 

looking forward to a lively spring.  There are plenty of things to do to feed 

your ‘spring fever’, not least a walk in the bluebell woods on 27
th
 April or a 

night out at the Home Guard Club, where there is a busy schedule of events. 

And if you fancy exercising your lungs, do go along and sing with the new 

Cockatrice Community Singers – no experience needed!    Euan Ramsay 

 

Thank you to our contributors this month, to our production team –

Victoria Ramsay, Ray Blazdell and Euan Ramsay – and to our distribution 

co-ordinator Michael Payne and distribution helpers. Thanks also to Gail 

Budd for the ‘What’s On’ information. 

We are a group of volunteers supporting our community. To help us 

please submit your copy to cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk  no later than the 

10
th

 of the month for inclusion in the following month’s magazine.  It is 

important that your articles are submitted in MS Word using an A5 template 

and font Times New Roman size 11. For adverts for local events, please 

keep to half of an A5 page and please don't create any fancy formatting 

as this causes setting problems - MS Word text with clip art inside a 

border is fine. 
If you do not have access to a computer, please contact our Magazine 

Secretary, Stephen MacDonald, on 01264 860246 to arrange for your article 

to be typed by one of the team. 

 

The editors reserve the right to omit, amend or condense any item submitted 

for publication. The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily 

shared by the editors or the magazine team. Any article printed in this 

magazine may be reproduced on the Chilbolton or Wherwell websites. 

Contributors who do not wish their material to be published on the village 

websites must specify this at the time they submit their article. 

 

Ad Hoc Magazine Advertising 2013/14 

The Chilbolton and Wherwell Magazine can publish a limited number of ad 

hoc adverts each month at £25 for half a page. Adverts, which must be in 

jpeg or MS Word format, should be emailed to cw.advertising@outlook.com 

by 10
th
 of the month for insertion in the following month’s issue. 

  

mailto:cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:cw.advertising@outlook.com


Page 2 

Church Matters 

The Downs Benefice 
 

 

During the interregnum, please contact the office for any support or assistance, as we have a 

team of ministers available to help. 

 

Benefice Administrators: Caroline Horrill & Caroline McAulay 

‘The Downs Benefice’ Office, The Rectory, Church Lane, Littleton, Winchester SO22 6QY 

Tel: 01962 880845 email: office@downsbenefice.org.uk 

The Benefice Office is open Monday to Friday 10am to 3pm 

 

 

 

ST PETER AND HOLY CROSS, WHERWELL 

 

Churchwardens 

Pam Prince 
4 Manor Cottages, 

Fullerton 

01264 860441 

w.prince04@tiscali.co.uk 

Anna Lipa 
Chute Cottage, 

The Old Hill 

01264 860879 

anna@stefanlipa.co.uk 

PCC Treasurer David Etchells 
The Old Malt House, 

Fullerton Road 
01264 860575 

 

ST MARY THE LESS, CHILBOLTON 

 

Churchwarden  Richard Brown      randjbrown12@btinternet.com        01264 860726 

 

PCC Secretary      Wendy Fakes    wendyandrews875@btinternet.com 01264 860237 

 

PCC Treasurer  Michael Payne  Dancing Ledge,      01264 860296 

          Fullerton Road,    michael@mjpayne.f9.co.uk 

          Wherwell, SP11 7JS 

 

Choir Leader  Sue Batchelor  1 Room Cottages      01264 860307 

          Chilbolton 

 

From the Church Records 

 

Chilbolton 

Interment of Ashes   William Poore 2 Feb 2014 

Cremation   Jessica Heath-Smith 28 Feb 2014 

Wherwell 

Baptism Emma Sands 2 Mar 2014 

Wedding CJ Woollon & Ann-Marie Wallis 1 Mar 2014 

 
 

mailto:w.prince04@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:anna@stefanlipa.co.uk
mailto:randjbrown12@btinternet.com
mailto:wendyandrews875@btinternet.com
mailto:michael@mjpayne.f9.co.uk


Page 3 

Services April 2014 
 

St Mary the 
Less 

Chilbolton  

St Mary’s 
Crawley 

St 
Catherine’s 

Littleton 

St Stephen’s 
Sparsholt 

St Peter & 
Holy Cross 
Wherwell 

Wednesday 2
nd

 April 

Holy Communion   9.30 am   

Westholme   2.30 pm   

Saturday 5
th

 April 

House Communion   10.00 am   

Sunday 6
th

 April  The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Family Communion   10.00 am 10.00 am  

Morning Worship  10.00 am    

Common Worship with 
Holy Communion 

    
10.00 am 

Benefice Evensong 6.00 pm     

Peace & Wholeness   6.00 pm   

Saturday 12
th

 April    Messy Church 4.00-6.00 pm 

Messy Church at Littleton Church Room 4.00 pm   

Sunday 13
th

 April   Palm Sunday 

Holy Communion    8.00 am  

Morning Prayer 10.00 am     

Choral Devotion  6.00 pm    

Family Communion 
with donkey 

  
10.00 am 

  

Welcome Worship 
with donkey 

   
10.00 am 

 

Benefice Evensong     6.00 pm 

Wednesday 16
th

 April 

Holy Communion   9.30 am   

Sung Compline  8.00 pm    

Thursday 17
th

 April  Maundy Thursday 

Flowerdown Holy 
Communion 

  
2.30 pm 

  

Holy Communion           
with Vigil 

   
8.00 pm 

 

Maundy Thursday 
Supper with Holy 
Communion 

6.30 pm    
With 

Chilbolton 

continued on page 4 
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Services April 2014 
(continued from page 3) 

St Mary the 
Less 

Chilbolton  

St Mary’s 
Crawley 

St 
Catherine’s 

Littleton 

St Stephen’s 
Sparsholt 

St Peter & 
Holy Cross 
Wherwell 

Friday 18
th

 April  Good Friday 

Easter Garden  10.30 am    

Meditation With Wherwell  12.00 noon  2.00 pm 

Sunday 20
th

 April  Easter Day    

Holy Communion  8.00 am    

Family Communion 10.00 am  10.00 am 10.00 am 10.00 am 

   Easter Morning 
Worship    with 
Children’s activity.  

 10.00 am    

Wednesday 23
rd

 April 

  Meditation   7.00 pm   

Sunday 27
th

 April   The Second Sunday of Easter 

Holy Communion     8.00 am 

Family Service 10.00 am     

Family Communion   10.00 am 10.00 am  

4
th
 Sunday Worship  

with Sunday School 
 10.00 am    

 

                              Church Flowers 
 

Wherwell Chilbolton 

No flowers during Lent 

19
th
 April          Festival Group 18

th
 April          Leslie Brown 

 

 

Date for your Diary... 

 
Chilbolton Church Fete will take place on Saturday 28

th
 June.  

More details in the May issue. 
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Happy Easter! 

 
‘Happy Easter!’ We shall happily say, but what is it all about? You may well 

have seen some version of what follows, but it may be good to be reminded 

of it. 

What is it all about? Here was a man born not in a palace but in a stable; 

not to wealthy parents but to an unmarried mother. In his life he showed 

spiritual promise and impressive wisdom, yet he never wrote a book nor 

occupied a seat of learning. 

He appeared comfortable in the presence of the rich and powerful, as 

much as with the poor he met along the way. His followers were devoted to 

him, yet he promised them blood, sweat and tears. He never travelled more 

than a hundred miles from his home, and moved on foot, utterly dependent 

on the charity of others, with no pomp or luxury.  

 

When the time came to die – at the age of forty – he showed neither anger 

nor hatred, but spoke only of forgiveness and love. 

And yet we believe this Jesus to be holy, the Son of God, who opens for 

us the promise of Eternal Life. We celebrate his resurrection on Easter Day 

because we have received the call to repentance in his death on Good Friday. 

Like a coin which must have a heads and a tails to be valid, so is Easter 

Sunday our share in the fullness of Christ’s sacrifice and victory for us, if we 

accept his blessing on Good Friday and on Easter Day. 

 

‘Health and Safety’ 

They say he’ll be a king. That’s good; 

But will he live that long? 

With Pilate in his present mood 

His chances can’t be strong. 

 

Or what if he should break his neck 

By falling from a tree? 

He could be poisoned by a snake 

Or drowned in Galilee. 

 

But what if he should foil his fate 

And reach a golden throne – 

To overshoot his ‘best by’ date, 

Through death unmourned, alone. 

 

Piers Warburton 
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A Pantomime is not just for Christmas! 

 

Chilbolton Players 
 Presents 

 

Sheer Luck Holmes 
by  

Bob Heather and Cheryl Barrett 
 

Chilbolton Village Hall 

7:30pm on Friday 2
nd 

May 

2:30pm and 7:30pm Saturday 3
rd

 May  

 

Bar and raffle available 
 
 

We have live music, singing, dancing, junior chorus and 

the usual bad jokes. 
 

Tickets available from the box office from 17
th

 April Onwards 

Tickets will be £7.50 adults and £5 for children under 16 

Box Office 01264 861082 

Ticket enquiries email:  rm.richardson@btinternet.com or 

carole.marits@btinternet.com  

  

mailto:rm.richardson@btinternet.com
mailto:carole.marits@btinternet.com
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Downs Benefice New Incumbent 
 

Most of you will probably know by now that a new Incumbent has been 

appointed for Downs Benefice. Jacqueline Machin, known to all as Jax, is a 

Curate at Romsey Abbey.  Jax has got to know us well over the last year, having 

been part of the clergy team who have supported us so well since Juliet left - and 

having applied for the job to replace Juliet she must have found some good 

things in Downs!  Everyone I talk to who has met Jax is absolutely delighted 

with her appointment. It will not be until July that she can be released from her 

duties at Romsey, but there is no doubt that it will be well worth the wait. 

 Jax and her husband Rod and children William, Alexander and Eleanor will 

live in the Rectory in Littleton. She will be formally appointed to the Downs 

Benefice by Archdeacon Michael, on behalf of the Bishop, at a special service at 

7.30pm on Wednesday 9th July in Wherwell church, with a reception afterwards 

in Chilbolton village hall. Although it’s our biggest church we expect a large 

turn-out for the service, so do be there in plenty of time if you want to ensure 

you get a good seat! 

 Looking forward from Jax’s appointment, we are now also in the process of 

advertising for an Assistant Priest to support Jax in her work across the Benefice, 

so that before not too long we should have two clergy looking after us. The 

Assistant Priest will live in the Rectory in Chilbolton and will work part time 

including Sundays. Jax has already decided that our Assistant Priest will be 

installed at a service in one of our southern parishes, with a celebration 

afterwards, so we can look forward to two good parties this year! 

 Since Juliet left we have had considerable support from clergy in other 

parishes, many of them retired, in running worship, and we are extremely 

grateful to them as well as to our own retired clergy, Readers and the Lay people 

who have turned-to and delivered services. 

 You may all have noticed that as a result of this we have of necessity had to 

become rather more self-reliant, and we have found lay people coming forward 

with skills and talents which might not have become apparent in different 

circumstances, and I believe we will find in the long run that this has been a 

good thing. Although the plan is to have two clergy serving the Benefice, we 

must allow our few retired clergy to take things somewhat easier, and it is likely 

we will therefore need to continue developing the talents of our Lay people if we 

are to have the same level of service pattern we have enjoyed in the past. This 

will then allow Jax and her Ministry team more time to develop those other areas 

of Ministry we are all keen to see prosper – for example children and young 

people.  

All in all we have exciting times ahead of us, and a real opportunity to make 

many more good things happen in all our parishes. 

        Andrew Kent, Chairman of Downs Benefice Council 
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Join us for breakfast and informal church in Chilbolton Village Hall, with 

indoor activities or mountain biking for the bikers.  Breakfast  (free of 

charge)  is at .9.30 and we are usually back from the ride by 12.00-12.30. 
 

If you’re cycling, don’t forget your helmet, long trousers and a drink for the 

ride.  
 

Next Date:             Sunday 6th  April 2014                                                            
 

Location:               Chilbolton Village Hall.  Time:  9.30 
 

If you would like any further information, please contact: 

Gaynor & Max Childs, Tel 860044  / SimplySundayBiking@gmail.com  

  

Chilbolton & Wherwell Churches, part of the Downs Benefice 
 

 

The Wherwell Primary School Community 

Singers have now been re-named  

The Cockatrice Community Singers! 

 
You may recall, in last month’s magazine, an invitation 

to join us for our first sing-a-long. We were delighted 

with the turn-out for our first meeting on March 6th, when we welcomed just 

over twenty singers of varying ages and ability - a real cross-section from the 

local community. We have now met twice and had two wonderfully relaxed 

evenings, ably led by Alexa Laryea, and we created a lovely sound which we 

were all rather proud of!  

We are keen to attract still more singers (especially male ones!) so 

do please come and join us at our next meeting. No prior singing experience 

is necessary. 
 

Next sing-a-long: 

Thursday 3rd April, 7.30-9pm in main hall of Wherwell Primary School. 
 

For info please contact:  

denise.hall33@btinternet.com or catherinemeldrum@btinternet.com   

                         Denise Hall 
  

mailto:SimplySundayBiking@gmail.com
mailto:denise.hall33@btinternet.com
mailto:catherinemeldrum@btinternet.com
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www.ChilboltonandWherwell.info 
 

We hope you all found the regular updates on the 

flooding in the middle of Chilbolton helpful. One of the 

advantages of a community website is that we can 

respond quickly. 

 

Governance of the Website 

 

Currently there are two webmasters, one for each of the two villages. 

We do our best to keep the website up to date. We negotiate over 

which items to feature on the home page.  We would welcome other 

residents who would like to become involved with the website. 

Possible areas where they could assist us. 

 

a) Regularly looking at the website and reporting to us any 

inaccuracies, or out of date information. Assisting us in ensuring the 

website has a consistent feel.  

 

b) Taking on responsibility for keeping a particular area of the website 

up to date. Full training will of course be given. 

 

c) Being available to offer guidance to us, should there be something 

controversial.  

 

D) Becoming involved in any future plans to develop our website. 

 

Please contact us via the website’s "Contact webmaster" button.  

          Webmasters   Sheila Evans & Andrew Flanagan 

 
 

 

 

AFTERNOON TEA  
at the White Lion Inn, Wherwell                 

April 7th 2014 at 3.00 pm 
 

£2.00 includes tea and cake ALL are welcome (regardless of age!) 
(and EVERY month on the FIRST Monday – unless a Bank Holiday) 
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The ‘Crafty Sew ‘n’ Sews’ 
 

Just a quick update on our first meeting at 

Chilbolton Village Hall on the 20
th

 February: 

we had a good turn out from the local area, in 

total thirteen people, many with talents in 

craft and design, with everyone wanting to 

learn something new and willing to offer the group ideas for 

future events. 

Future meetings will be held on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursdays 

of the month in the Durnford room at Chilbolton Village Hall 

between 7 and 9pm. We are trying to achieve an activity or a 

demonstration on each evening. On the 6
th

 March we were taught 

to crochet and on the 20
th

 each person sewed a decorative coat 

hanger. 

Other activities will include pattern cutting, other sewing 

projects, Easter and spring crafts (scheduled for April 3
rd

) and 

anything you would like to have a go at. This is a community-run 

group where your ideas count and you can drop in and out of it as 

you please. As previously said all adults welcome. The fee is 

nominal and at present stands at £1 per person, this is for hall 

hire. Materials for each project will be covered individually, but 

we have found that everybody has a lot of items at home that 

they have kindly shared. 

It’s a great place to meet with like-minded people for a 

coffee or tea and a chat and hopefully you will achieve 

something you’ve wanted to do while making new friends. 
Please make a note of our meeting on Thursday 17th April 

which will be held at Fickle Pickle Vintage Furniture in 

Cottonworth, where a demonstration on recycling pieces of 

furniture and hands-on workshop will be available. 

For an update on future events please phone on 01264 

861060 or email me on melrae70@gmail.com or. Stay Crafty!   

                                                                   Melanie Rae 
  

mailto:melrae70@gmail.com
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TIEBRIDGE FARM OPEN DAY 
 

Looking for a free fun afternoon out for all the family?  

Tiebridge Farm in Houghton is holding a family friendly 

Open Day on Saturday, 10th May from 12 noon - 3 pm. 

All proceeds from the event will be donated to the 

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air Ambulance. 

 Tiebridge Farm is home to Barn Store Stockbridge, an independent, family 

run, high security self-storage business, to Freeheelin', an independent children's 

shoe shop and to Studio Yoga, who offer a range of beginners to advanced yoga 

and Pilates classes. Barn Store, Freeheelin' and Studio Yoga will all be open 

with tours and demonstrations taking place and other local businesses have been 

invited to come along and showcase their produce and crafts. Food and 

refreshments will be available and visitors can also take advantage of the rare 

opportunity to picnic in the water meadows of the River Test. Free parking is 

available in the paddock. There will be plenty to see and do.  

  Barn Store Stockbridge owner and franchisee Tara Scougall said “We wanted 

to open our doors to showcase not only the diverse businesses located at 

Tiebridge, but also to help promote other local businesses, all against the 

backdrop of the beautiful River Test. In addition, we hope to be able to raise 

some much needed funds for the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air Ambulance. 

 For more information please contact Tara Scougall on 01264 316166 or 

stockbridge@barn-store.co.uk. 

 

CARE GROUP 
 

 I am sorry to have to report that both Christopher Bruce and I feel unable to 

continue with the running of the Care Group. We both have ongoing health 

problems and neither of us is getting any younger. 

 It would be a shame if this service, first started by Lady Potter some 40 years 

ago, should fold now through lack of an organiser, but so far our calls for help 

have not met with any positive responses. In fact calls for the service have 

declined considerably over the last couple of years. However there are still 

people in the two villages who have no personal transport and need help to 

attend medical, hospital and dental appointments at times when there is no public 

transport available. The Care group is fortunate in having sufficient volunteer 

drivers to cover current requests for help and the job of taking calls and 

allocating drivers is not particularly onerous. I am willing to continue to collect 

the money donated and pay in to the Hospice until such time as someone is 
prepared to take over this as well. 

If there is anyone in either village who thinks they might be willing to take 

over this very worthwhile job and help the community please contact either 

Christopher or me on 860321 or 860594 for more details.                   Mike Davis 
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My name is Henry and my girlfriend Emily who resides in 

Test Rise, Chilbolton has M.E./Chronic Fatigue Syndrome. 

 The more I got to know about Emily and how M.E. affects 

everything she did and the challenges it poses in her life, the more I thought 

about what I could do to raise money and awareness. I have always wanted to 

run a marathon because as a keen runner I view it as a huge lifetime 

achievement, and I love to push myself in endurance related sports. I was 

inspired to run the 2014 London Marathon to raise awareness, and support 

Action for M.E., the UK’s leading charity for people with M.E. and their carers. 

They offer invaluable information and support and have been at the forefront of 

the campaign for more research, more effective treatments and better services 

since 1987. 

Emily has had M.E. since the age of 12; it’s a physical/neurological 

condition with no known cause or cure. It’s a long-term fluctuating illness and 

with the main symptom being severe fatigue.  The following are also present 

much of the time - headaches, disruptive sleep, muscle aches, nausea, dizziness, 

concentration difficulties, and cognitive function and circulatory issues. Some 

days are better than others but ‘bad days’ are all too frequent, this is where 

Emily can be completely burnt out and any form of activity becomes very 

difficult. Only by having four bed rests a day can she attempt to manage her 

energy for the day, her 30 minute rests stop her doing too much and pushing 

herself beyond her limits, they also allow her a period of relaxing time to try and 

‘recharge her batteries 

Emily is moderately affected by M.E./CFS, she can do many things 

other more severely affected sufferers can't, but she also has severe restrictions 

on her life, she has left University because of the illness and currently is unable 

to work. I want to see the smile on her face when she has the energy to go to 

work or back to studying. I know Emily would love to be running this marathon 

alongside me and one day she will, but for now the best thing I can do is to raise 

awareness and support a fantastic charity dedicated to helping fight this terrible 

illness so one day a cure can be found. 

I am attempting to run the marathon in under 4 hours, training is well 

under way, you may see me running around the Chilbolton area early on 

Saturday mornings! If anyone feels they would like to pledge a donation, no 

matter how small, to such a deserving charity, we would both be so grateful. To 

donate, please go to my JustGiving page at http://www.justgiving.com/Henry-

Rodda.                                                            Henry Rodda 

 

LONDON MARATHON 2014 IN 

LESS THAN FOUR HOURS IN AID 

OF ACTION FOR M.E. 



Page 13 

Bluebell Walk, Wherwell 

Sunday 27th April 
Meet at Wherwell Village Hall at 10.00 am 

 

This is our annual cross country walk around the outskirts 
of the village just as the bluebells start to make their 

appearance on the edge of Harewood forest. There are lovely views over 
the common from a vantage point not generally open to the public but 

generously made available to us for the day by Wherwell Estates. 
The 3½ mile walk finishes about 1½ hours later back at the village hall 
where there will be a selection of homemade tasty soup & fresh crusty 
bread. And this year, just for fun, there will be a little quiz that we hope 

you enjoy as you make your way round the walk. More details on the day. 
 

Please contact Peter Granger on 860870 or Stewart Carey Hodges 861281 
for further information 

 

Entry £3 pp 
All proceeds go to the Village Hall improvement fund 

 

 

 

MIDSUMMER MADNESS 
7.30pm till midnight 

Saturday 21ST June 2014 
 

Wherwell Village Hall 

Featuring The Antidote Band 
Tickets limited to 80 – book now to avoid disappointment 

Why not book a table of 10 for you and your friends? 

For further information contact 

Nina Carey-Hodges 01264 861281 or Clare Gibson 01264 860204 

All profits to Genesis Research Trust 
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PARISH OF ST MARY-THE-LESS, CHILBOLTON 
 

A meeting for the Election of Churchwardens 

will be held in the Durnford Room at the Village Hall 

on Tuesday, 8th April 2014 at 7.00 pm 

 

To be attended by  

(i) the persons whose names are entered on the church Electoral 

Roll of the parish; and 

(ii) the persons resident in the parish whose names are entered on a 

register of local government electors by reason of such 

residence, and only such persons. 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

will be held in the Durnford Room at the Village Hall 

on Tuesday, 8th April 2014 at 7.30 pm 

 

For the election of parochial representatives of the laity as follows: 

(i) to the Parochial Church Council – up to 12 representatives 

(ii) to the Deanery Synod – 2 representatives 
 

For the appointment of Sidesmen and the Independent Examiner 
 

For the consideration of  

(i) a report on changes to the electoral roll since the last annual 

meeting 

(ii) an Annual Report on the proceedings of the Parochial Church 

Council and the activities of the parish generally 

(iii) the independently examined Financial Statements of the 

Council for the year ending 31 December 2013 immediately 

preceding the meeting 

(iv) a report on the fabric, goods and ornaments of the church 

(v) a report on the proceedings of the Deanery Synod, and other 

matters of parochial or general church interest 

 

All persons whose names are entered on the Church Electoral Roll of 

the parish (and such persons only) are entitled to vote at the election of 

parochial representatives of the laity. 
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Chilbolton Pre-School 
 

Our theme for the remainder of this term revolves 

around the topics of ‘Space’ & ‘Shape’. We have had 

a space rocket in our role play area and have enjoyed 

counting down and visiting all the planets. We are reading lots of books 

about aliens and we have even made aliens in underpants! 

 The children have also been taken to another dimension by introducing 

them to 2D & 3D which they have very much enjoyed exploring. 

  All the children enjoyed World Book Day. We dressed up as our favourite 

book characters and bought our favourite book into Pre-school to share with 

our friends. Our role play room was transformed into a library and we 

enjoyed sequencing pictures to make a story. The children enjoyed talking 

about book characters and how their story would end. Lots of lovely 

language opportunities. 

  The field around our Pre-School has been flooded in areas but we have 

still enjoyed outdoor walks looking for mermaids and crocodiles in the water 

and feeding the swans and ducks that have moved in.  Hopefully the weather 

will start to improve allowing us to enter our woodland area and begin to 

prepare our Forest School base camp. 

  We are now full but if you have a child who wishes to join us in 

September please download an application form from our website and 

arrange a visit as places are filling up fast.  www.chilboltonpreschool.com 

 

        
April 15th 
Village Hall 

7.30pm Business meeting 
 

8.00pm 
 ‘How well do you know your antiques?’ 

Bill Evans from Globe Galleries will test your knowledge. 
 

Visitors very welcome: £4.00 donation requested. 

 

Raffle          Refreshments         Trading Stall 

 

http://www.chilboltonpreschool.com/
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Update on our Floods: 12th March 2014 
 

Very suddenly on Tuesday last week the flood water in 

the village sank over night by a good 8ʺ.   At the same 

time the flood water on the Common receded so the 

large lakes vanished. 

Roger Tetsall, Chief Executive of Test Valley 

Borough Council,   has no knowledge of any clearance or change which 

could have caused this. 

All very strange, especially as the measured ground water levels had 

not changed significantly and elsewhere people were reporting a slow 

lowering of ground water in their properties.  However, all changes are in the 

right direction and sighs of relief were breathed by all. Since then we have 

had very little rain, the trees are coming into leaf, drawing moisture from the 

ground and evaporation rates are rising. This all reduces ground water. 

Nonetheless, levels remain high, fields flooded and springs have yet to 

subside completely (12th March). 

The Chilbolton Flood Advisory Committee is very grateful for the 

advice, information and local knowledge you have helped us with over the 

last two months.   

This is by no means the end of the story and FAC will be in constant 

touch with Southern Water, to make absolutely sure that the pumping station 

is improved  very soon so that it is fit for purpose. We shall also be in 

consultation with the Environment Agency, Test Valley Council and 

Hampshire County Council as they review the event and their actions, to 

strongly encourage them to ensure that the County Emergency procedures 

work efficiently to secure your properties in the event of a recurrence. 
                                 Chilbolton Flood Advisory Committee 

 

Chilbolton Parish Council - Emergency Response First Aid Course 

 

9:30 to 13:30 on 26 April 2014  
 

Chilbolton Village Hall 
 

The course will be run by Mr Rick Mawer.  The fee is to be confirmed as it is 

dependent on a successful grant application, but will be no more than 
£20/person.  Places are limited to ten and will be on a first-come-first-served 

basis, so please let the Clerk, Mandy Amor, know if you would like to attend. 

 (If there is a lot of interest a second course may be considered). 

                   Mandy Amor:  07514 670919 or Chilbolton.Clerk@hotmail.co.uk 
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FOOD NEEDED! 
 

Sadly, you may know that many people now need to 

use the services of the Andover Food Bank in order to 

feed their families. The pressure on supplies is critical, 

and so the Food Bank has made an urgent request for 

food items. Wherwell PCC thought it might be a nice idea 

to facilitate donations locally by providing a collection 

bin in Wherwell Church for people to pop things in any time on Sundays 

from April onwards.  

The Food Bank needs different items at different times – please see the 

list below for current requirements. So please consider putting one (or more!) 

of the following items into your food trolley next time you are out: 

 

Tinned Rice Pudding – VERY URGENT; Tinned Fish – URGENT; 

Tinned Fruit; Sugar 500 gm; Tinned Potatoes; Tinned Spaghetti; 

Fruit Juice 1Ltr (Long Life) 
 

Many thanks                Anna Lipa 
 
 

 

 

 

Test Valley District Group 
Open Meeting and Talk 

4th April 2014 Stockbridge Town Hall 7.15 pm  
Social and refreshments –all welcome 

 

7.45 Kate Hibbert 
Local Sourcing Manager Southern Cooperative Group 

 

“Local Foods: Luxury or Necessity?” 
Kate has the exciting task of liaising with Farmers and 

Supermarkets to make sure that locally produced food is on 
the shelves for you. Is this essential, or just for the few?  

ALL WELCOME 
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Revision to Chilbolton Village Design Statement 2003 
 

Invitation for working group members 

Presentation and kick off on 7th April 

 

Chilbolton last produced a village plan in 2003 over ten years past and 

the Parish Council has decided to produce a new Chilbolton Village 

plan.  A steering group has been working on a presentation to villagers 

on 7th April as part of the Annual Parish Meeting.  The presentation 

will outline the various types of village plan and propose the formation 

of a working group to prepare an updated village plan and the terms of 

reference. There will also be specialised sub groups to deal with 

specific aspects of the plan. 

There are meetings of the steering group at the village hall at 7.30 

on… 

 

Thursday 20th March  Discussion on TOR for future working 

group  

Tuesday 25th March     Discussion on proposed time scales for   

  working group 

Tuesday 1st April          Pre presentation in committee  

Monday 7th April          Presentation to Annual parish meeting  

 

It is hoped that as many villagers as possible will be involved with 

the new village plan. All meetings of the steering group and proposed 

working group are public meetings and anyone is welcome to come 

along. 

It is planned to hold a public meeting at the beginning of May to 

launch the new project.  Any Village residents who would like to be 

part of the working group are encouraged to submit their personal 

details, including phone and email if available, particular interests and 

relevant skills and experience to the Chilbolton Village clerk at 

chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk. 

There will be a great need for specific skills and interests on the 

future of our village, how or whether it should develop and grow, 

housing, recreation, leisure opportunities and more. 

For further information contact Tony Ewer, interim chairman,                                          

               tonyewer@me.com or 01264 860486 

mailto:chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:tonyewer@me.com
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DIARY DATES 
 

April 
   

3 Sew ‘n’ Sews meeting CVH 7.00 pm 

3 Cockatrice Community Singers Wherwell School 7.30 pm 

4 Film Philomena CVH 6.45 for 7.30 pm 

4 CPRE open meeting 
Stockbridge Town 

Hall 
7.15 pm 

5 Wherwell Coffee Morning WVH 10.30 am 

6 Simply Sunday Biking CVH 9.30 am 

6 Daffodil Sunday gardens open Binley 2.00 – 5.00 pm 

7 Chilbolton Annual Assembly & PC CVH 7.00 pm 

7 AgeUK afternoon tea White Lion 3.00 pm 

8 Chilbolton PCC annual meeting CVH 7.00 pm 

8 Wherwell PC meeting WVH 7.00 pm 

8 Test Valley Aviation Club WPF Pavilion 7.30 pm 

10 Magazine copy deadline 
  

12 Bingo night Home Guard Club 8.00 pm 

15 Chilbolton WI meeting and talk CVH 7.30 & 8.00 pm 

17 Maundy Thursday supper Dancing Ledge 6.30 for 7.00 pm 

17 Sew ‘n’ Sews meeting Fickle Pickle 7.00 pm 

18 Easter Egg draw Home Guard Club 9.00 pm 

18 WHG Civil War in Hampshire WVH 8.00 pm 

19 Chilbolton Coffee Morning CVH 10.30 am 

19 Children’s Easter Party Home Guard Club 2.00 pm 

19/20 Army Air Museum Egg Raid Middle Wallop All day 

20 West Down work party Top car park 10.00 am 

22 
Chilbolton Horticultural Society 

AGM and talk 
CVH 7.45 & 8.00 pm 

26 First Aid course CVH 9.30 am 

26 Quiz evening Home Guard Club 8.00 pm 

26 Wherwell Singers concert Wherwell church 7.30 pm 

27 Wherwell Bluebell Walk WVH 10.00 am 

27 Italian Food Market Stockbridge 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 

28 Midday Mums WVH 10.30 am 

29 Wherwell Ladies’ Night WVH 8.00 pm 

May 
   

2 Pantomime Sheer Luck Holmes CVH 7.30 pm 

3 Pantomime Sheer Luck Holmes CVH 2.30pm & 7.30 pm 

3 Wherwell Coffee Morning WVH 10.30 am 

3 Wherwell Auction of Promises WVH 7.30 pm 

5 AgeUK afternoon tea White Lion 3.00 pm 

8 Cockatrice Community Singers Wherwell School 7.30 pm 

8 Wherwell PC meeting WVH 7.00 pm 
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WHAT’S ON IN THE AREA 

 
April is all about Easter Eggs, music and taking on new challenges. From April 

1
st
 to April 5

th
 Winchester is hosting its Fashion Week.  In Winchester 

Cathedral on April 5
th

, you can try your hand in a Calligraphy Workshop from 

10.00am to 4.00pm. £26.75 01962 827275. Also on April 5
th

 Southampton 

Choral Society is performing Bach’s Requiem in the Turner Sims Concert Hall. 

7.30 pm £15 + concessions. At the other end of musical taste Sophie Ellis-

Bextor and Matt Cardle are performing at the O2 Academy Bournemouth on 

April 13
th

 and 14th respectively. Check the website for details of ticket prices.  

To 15
th

 April there is an Art Exhibition by Ali Lindley & Daphne Ellman at 

the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens entitled ‘Inspired by Nature’. 10.00am to 5.00 

pm. Normal entry charge. 01794 369318. Changing gear head to the Theatre 

Royal, Winchester from April 16th to 19th for Copacabana: “Her name was 

Lola, she was a showgirl”. 7.30pm plus matinees. £15 + concessions. 01962 

840440.  

Turning to Easter there are plenty of eggs to hunt starting at Mottisfont 

National Trust from April 18
th

 to 21
st
. 10.00am to 5.00pm normal admission 

applies 01794 344020. The Museum of Army Flying has an Egg Raid on April 

19
th

 and 20
th

. 10.00am to 4.00pm. Normal entry applies. And Stourhead Garden 

has a Cadbury Easter Egg Trail. 11.00am to 4.00pm on April 18
th

 to 21st. 

Normal admission applies +£2.50 per trail. 01747 841152. Easter falls in the 

heart of Spring and for a special flower show go to Exbury Gardens, 

Southampton between April 18
th

 and 21st for Easter in Flower and Four 

Seasons in Art. 10.00am to 5.00pm. £11 + concessions. 02380 8091203.  

April 19
th

 South & West Wilts Point-to-Point at Larkhill Racecourse. 1.15pm 

£10 per person with under 16s free. 07771 528763. 

The Arts University, Bournemouth has 2 tempting courses: Silversmithing 

(jewellery) and wax carving workshop (from April 29
th

) and Writing for 

advertising, marketing and social media (from April 30
th

). 01202 363222 and 

check the website as well www.aub.ac.uk.  

End the month on a musical high with James Blunt:Moon Landing at the 

BIC on April 20
th

 7.00pm, Verdi’s Nabucco at the Anvil, Basingstoke on April 

22
nd

 7.30pm £36 - £28. 01265 844244. The Lights, Andover is showing Flash: 

in tribute to Queen. April 25
th

, 8.00pm £19, £18. 01264 368368. Finally Jools 

Holland & his Rhythm and Blues Band are performing at the City Hall, 

Salisbury on April 30
th

. 7.30pm £36.50. 01722 434434. 

 

Farmers’ Market Dates: 
6/04 Romsey  13/04 Winchester 

20/04 Andover        27/04 Winchester 

 

 

http://www.aub.ac.uk/
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CHILBOLTON PARISH COUNCIL (CPC) 

 

Flooding has been a high priority for CPC through its committee: the 

Flood Action Group (FAG) chaired by George Marits. Largely as a 

result of their efforts the situation along the village street has improved 

enormously. Let me say a word about the over-pumping which is still 

going on. We would all agree that ideally pumping untreated sewage, 

albeit crudely filtered, into the River Test via an SSSI is not desirable. 

In the view of CPC, the alternative of sewage inundating the village 

street (including by the pub, by a bus stop and near the shop) and 

contaminating houses and gardens, is even less desirable. It is the 

lesser of two evils.  

 FAG will be pressing Southern Water and HCC Highways to find 

an effective long term solution so that over-pumping will not be 

necessary again. CPC are concerned at the very poor state of the roads 

in the parish. There are some very deep potholes caused by the rise in 

the water table. I am not sure how much can be done until the water 

level drops. Rest assured, Tony Ewer will be pressing hard for the 

roads to be repaired as soon as possible. Meanwhile, the safest course 

is to watch out and drive slowly. Twenty is certainly plenty at the 

moment!  

We are making progress with negotiating the lease of West 

Down. The final matters to be agreed are clauses excluding CPC from 

liability for injury, loss and damage arising out of the state of the roads 

and car park and the past use of West Down as a refuse tip. HCC have 

agreed to CPC carrying out urgent work to cut down undergrowth 

before the lease is signed. The work will be done by our contractor by 

the end of March. HCC have agreed to advance money to pay for it. 

Following this the fenced area will be stocked with Highland cattle. 

The idea is that the cattle will then control the undergrowth. We shall 

see. 

A working party spent most of one Sunday at the playing field 

dragging the very large amount of brash (resulting from the cutting 

back of years of growth around the perimeter) to the far end where we 

had a bonfire. About twenty persons, young and old, were involved; a 

great example of communal effort. Well done everyone! Repairs to the 

rabbit fence will begin on March 28th.  

(Continued on page 22)  
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(Continued from page 21) 
We have engaged a new contractor to cut the field. He offered the 

most competitive rate. Our aim is to cover the cost of cutting with the income 

we receive from hiring the field. The football club that have been using it are 

delighted with how well drained it is. The club has been able to play when all 

the other league games had to be cancelled because other pitches were 

unusable.  

 CPC have decided to go ahead with planting two trees at the old village 

pond. Richard Youell has kindly offered to donate the second one. The trees 

will be planted in the autumn. We will prepare the site during the summer. 

We have decided to formulate a Village Plan to take the village into 

the future.  To this end we have formed a Steering Group to advise CPC on 

the best way of doing this. The group will report at a Parish Meeting in May. 

The group is being chaired by Tony Ewer. CPC want as many persons as 

possible to come forward with ideas. Have your say! 

 CPC agreed to leave the Settlement Boundary as it is. The decision had 

nothing to do with the merits of James Painter’s proposals. There was a very 

tight deadline, 7th March, and CPC felt there was insufficient time to canvas 

the views of the village on what is an important and potentially controversial 

matter.  

I have written to the CEO of Enterprise Inns. He assures me that the 

company is still looking for the right tenant to take on the Abbot’s Mitre. No 

change there! 

These are the new contact details for our clerk, Mandy Amor: email: 

chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.com; telephone number: 07515 670919.     

               David Griffiths, Chair 

 

Chilbolton Village Hall 
 

There must be several villagers who could take on the role of Quizmaster and 

anyone interested please contact David Waghorn or Tony Ewer who will 

happy to show you the ropes and hand over David’s stock of questions. 

 The last film show was a great event and a financial success.  The next 

film show will be on Friday 4th April  6:45 for 7:30 when we will be 

screening “Philomena” an emotional tale about an Irish girl whose baby was 

taken away.  Why not join us for a really fun social evening?   The ticket 

price of £5 in advance or £5.50 at the door includes tea or coffee and a 

biscuit. Wine will also be available to purchase. 

 We always need additional volunteers for the film shows, so please 

contact Beryl Lawrence if you can help.    Tony Ewer, Committee Chairman 
  

mailto:chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.com
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Come to the Movies!! 
 

CHILBOLTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

Proudly Present 

Philomena
 

(12A) 

Starring Judi Dench and Steve Coogan 

Martin Sixsmith is a reporter who does not do ‘human interest 

stories’ but he is depressed and has lost his job.  He hears about a 

woman who was forced by nuns to surrender her son for adoption in 

the USA.  Now she wants to find him and he cannot restrain the 

reporter’s urge to find out more and then help her find her son.  

Based on a true story …………. 
 

In Chilbolton Village Hall 

Friday, 4th April, 2014, at 7.30 pm 
Doors open 6.45 pm 

 

Tickets £5.00 - In advance 

Or £5.50 - On the door (subject to availability) 

Price includes tea/coffee and biscuits 

Wine and choc ices will be on sale 
 

To book your ticket, please ring Beryl Lawrence on 01264 860618 

or Sheila Laughton on 01264 860460 
 

JUMBLE SALE 
 

On behalf of the Chilbolton Village Hall Committee, may I thank 

everyone who came to help sort and sell.  We took over £650 which is 

a great result and will enable us to continue to improve facilities at the 

Hall. Note : Someone kindly donated a handbag, but it still contained 

personal items.  If the owner would like to call me, I will gladly return 

it.  If I do not hear by the end of the month, I will dispose of it.      

Beryl Lawrence 
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MIDDAY MUMS 

This month we meet on Monday 28
th

 April, 10.30 – 12 noon in 

Wherwell Village Hall.  Midday Mums is a parent, baby/toddler 

group. The following Midday Mums will be on May 19
th

.    

                                                                          Joyce Payne 860296 

 

 

Chilbolton Horticultural Society 
 

April 22nd -  Chilbolton Village Hall 
 

7:45pm     AGM 

8:00pm     Talk 
 

“An Introduction to Garden Design” 

Speaker:   Phillipa Munns 

 
 

Non-members welcome at £3.00, but why not consider joining  

this local society? Annual subscription £7.50 

Further details from Jenny Seddon on 861164 
 
 
 

AFTERNOON TEA  
at the White Lion Inn, Wherwell 

 

 April 7th          at 3.00 pm 
 

£2.00          includes tea and 
cake 

 

ALL are welcome (regardless of age!) 
 

      (and EVERY month on the FIRST Monday –  

unless it’s a Bank Holiday) 
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    Wherwell Ladies' Nights!! 
If you love gardening you are in for a treat this month, 
we will be getting some seasonal inspiration and topical 

tips!  Please come and join us for a ‘Blooming 
Marvellous’ evening!!  It does not matter if you have a window 

box or a field, there will be ideas you can use for whatever space you 
have, even ideas for beautiful presents you can give!  We always try 
to have fun and make all feel welcome.  We are happy to share any 
news of local events, sometimes making arrangements for lifts or 
sharing a table.   
Some guests like to share wine or soft drinks during the evening and 
all are welcome to coffee or tea and biscuits after the demonstration.  
We only ask for £2 at the meeting, usually at refreshment time to 
cover the cost of the hall and a small present for our speaker.  All 
ladies welcome, please bring neighbours, family and friends. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 29th April at 8 pm at Wherwell 

Village Hall.  You can contact me at ahughes877@btinternet.com on 
01264 860 877.                                                           Angela Hughes 
 

 

Wherwell History Group presents 
 

The Civil War in Hampshire 
 

  

An Illustrated Talk by  

Alan Turton 
 
 

Friday 18th April, 8.00pm 
(Good Friday) 

 
 

Colonel Jenkins’ Memorial Hall, Wherwell, SP11 7JJ 
 

Guests Welcome  
Admission £3.00 * Tea/Coffee and Biscuits included 

 

mailto:ahughes877@btinternet.com


Page 28 

 

 

AUCTION of PROMISES 
In aid of the Church of St Peter and Holy Cross, Wherwell 

 

7.30pm on Saturday 3rd May 2014 
Wherwell Village Hall  

 

Included in ticket price: Supper & 2 bottles of wine per table 
Tickets: £10 per person, Table for 8: £70, Pay Bar 

Tickets and table reservations from Ratia Hill on: 861140 
or wherwellauction@gmail.com 

 

Auctioneer: Victor Fauvelle  
 

A full list of promises and a bidding form will appear on 
www.wherwell.net and is enclosed in this month’s magazine.  You 

will have the chance to buy some of the prizes by emailing your bid or 
completing the form. 

 

 

  Wherwell Primary School 
 

Spring Fete 

Sunday 18th May 
12:00 – 3:00 

 

Everyone is welcome 

Come and enjoy the fun! Free 

parking 
 

 
 

mailto:wherwellauction@gmail.com
http://www.wherwell.net/
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Wherwell Primary School P.T.A. 

 
We are now heading toward our busiest fundraising 

period of the year. With planning for the Harewood 

Forest Run, which we organize alongside the Wherwell Playing Fields 

Committee, and the School Fete both in full swing. 

The Harewood Forest Run gains in popularity each year, and appeals to 

serious runners as well as those who are just happy to be out in the fresh air, 

and running or walking through the forest at a very pretty time of the year. 

The bacon butties served on their return are also something to look forward 

to! If you would like to enter please check out the web-site at 

www.harewoodforest10k.co.uk, or if you are able to help on the day please 

contact the school. 

The School Fete has an international theme this year, and will celebrate 

the multi-cultural backgrounds of our children and parents. We hope to have 

stalls representing many of the different countries and cultures, with children 

being issued a passport, which they will collect stickers for by visiting all of 

the different countries. This will be alongside all the usual favourites and 

entertainment.                Susan Watt 

Dates for your Diary 
 

11
th

 May 2014 – The Wherwell Forest 10k Run. A lovely run through the 

woods, and hopefully bluebells. If you fancy something less strenuous, there 

is a 5k option as well. Check the website (www.harewoodforest10k.co.uk) 

closer to the time for entry forms and details. 
 

18
th

 May 2014 – The Wherwell School Fete. Our major fundraiser of the 

year, with a Barbeque, lots of stalls and entertainment laid on by the children. 
 

June 2014 – Bags2School. The recycling scheme that transforms your pre-

loved clothes, shoes and textile into cash which the school can spend on 

things it needs. Please keep us in mind if you are having a clear out. 

 

PARKING IN WHERWELL HIGH STREET 
 

THERE IS ONLY LIMITED ROAD PARKING IN THE CENTRE OF 

THE VILLAGE.   IF YOU HAVE OFF ROAD PARKING, PLEASE 

USE IT.    SEVERAL PROPERTIES DO NOT HAVE ANY AND IT IS 

VERY OFTEN A STRUGGLE FOR RESIDENTS OF THESE 

PROPERTIES TO FIND ANYWHERE TO PARK. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION 
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Wherwell Primary School News 
This month’s news is taken from one of the 

school’s weekly newsletters.   

‘Class 5 were fascinated by their recent 

visit to Hampshire Record Office. The 

children were given a tour, including a visit 

to the conservation workshops and the secure document store. They were 

shown documents and artefacts relating to their research on the history of 

Wherwell.  Many people were involved in making the day out such a 

success: the Heritage Lottery Fund for paying for the transport (as part of the 

Wherwell Church Tower Grant); Jan Smith, local resident and former 

County Archivist, who visited the class to explain what they would see and 

who accompanied the trip and answered their many questions; Mike Gee, 

who also accompanied the trip and took lots of photos; the staff at the 

Records Office; the parent helpers who gave up their time and Mrs Rose, the 

school cook, who served the children a late lunch on their return to school’. 

‘Our very grateful thanks go to the dedicated parents who worked so hard 

in our ravaged woodland to make it safe for the children. Work on clearing 

the paths has begun and one of the fallen trees has been used to construct a 

second seating area for the children. Class 1 are very pleased that the 

Woodland is now safe for use. They visited on Wednesday in the sunshine to 

search for signs of Spring.  They found that the buds on the trees were about 

to burst into leaf and they saw blossom and spring flowers.  All this was 

accompanied by bird song.  Class 1 are very pleased to report that Spring is 

definitely here!’ 

The inaugural meeting of the singing group was a great success. Twenty 

two people – parents from the school and members of the wider community - 

had a hugely enjoyable evening. There is still time to join, no previous 

experience necessary – just enthusiasm.  After the Easter break, the newly 

named Cockatrice Community Singers will meet on the second and fourth 

Thursday of each month from 7.30pm until 9.00pm in the school hall. 

With warmer weather approaching what better way could there be to 

spend a few hours than a wander through our local, ancient woodland.  As 

well as encouraging people to take part in either the 5km or 10km Harewood 

Fun Run, on Sunday 11
th
 of May, we also need people to volunteer to help 

with registration, marshalling and recording the finishers. For further 

information please have a look at www.harewoodforest10k.co.uk.  

Should you require any further information please telephone the school 

on 01264 860384 and speak to Mr. King (Head Teacher) or Mrs Pritchard 

(Admin Officer). 

Julia Simmonds – Parent Governor 

http://www.harewoodforest10k.co.uk/
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               Jane’s Kitchen 
 

          EASTER BISCUITS 
 

A very traditional Easter treat, these biscuits are a family 

favourite – possibly because they are only made once a 

year.  I have several recipes but I prefer this one: 

 

4oz butter or block margarine 6oz plain flour 

5oz caster sugar 2oz rice flour 

1 whole egg plus one egg yolk 1 level teaspoon mixed spice 

2oz currants 1 – 2 tablespoons milk 

Cream the butter and 4oz of the sugar till light and fluffy.  Separate the egg 

yolks from the whites and add to the mixture (reserve one white).  Blend in 

the flour, fruit and spice, adding a little milk if the mixture is too stiff.   Work 

into a firm dough.  Roll out to a depth of about ¼ inch thick and cut into 

rounds with a fluted cutter.  Bake on a lined baking sheet for approx 10 

minutes at 350deg. gas mk 5.  Remove from the oven and with a pastry brush 

cover each biscuit with egg white and a sprinkling of sugar.  Return to the 

oven for a further 5-10 minutes until light brown.  

 

I must add my thanks to Sue Blazdell for her super recipes during my 

absence recently. Richard has fallen in love with Molly Parkin - we are 

having it again today!                                               Jane Brown 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SUPPER 

WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

Thursday 17th April, 6:30pm for 7pm 
 

Over the last few years several people from the church have met at the home 

of Michael and Joyce Payne, ‘Dancing Ledge’, to share a home cooked meal 

and Holy Communion. It’s a special time of quiet reflection and fellowship. 

During the meal we recall the story of the Jewish Passover and share Holy 

Communion. We then gather in the lounge for coffee and time to talk. We 

invite you to join us for this special time. Numbers are limited due to space, 

so if you would like to come please phone 860726 or use the sign-up sheets 

which will be in Chilbolton and Wherwell churches.  
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EARLY POSTAL HISTORY IN AND AROUND THE TEST VALLEY 

   

Circa 1506, the Western postal route from London to Cornwall was established.  

In 1579, the only post stages in Hampshire were Andover, Whitchurch, 

Basingstoke and Hartfordbridge. By 1593, post stages to London from 

Southampton and Portsmouth had been established. The postmasters, Andover 

(John Smith) and Basingstoke (John Hopkins), were paid 20d (approx 8 pence) 

per day. Alas, in 1626 John Tarrant, postmaster at Andover, petitioned the King 

for not having received his pay for six years! Circa 1650, a letter from Andover 

to London cost 2d, one quarter of a labourer’s daily wage, rising to 8d in 1812, 

almost half the daily wage! 

Delivering the mail was sometimes hazardous. In 1782 the Andover mail 

boy was robbed by two men armed with a pistol and a bill hook. In 1804 the 

Poole mail coach overturned at Winchester, causing ‘great injury to passengers 

and horses,’ and in 1836 during the ‘Great Snowstorm’, the Quicksilver Royal 

Mail coach became stuck in snow near Andover. There were lighter moments 

however, such as when Moses Pepper, postmaster at Romsey, threw his laundry 

bag onto the passing London mail coach instead of the letter bag. 

The Post Boys were based at their post office, which was often an inn and 

these were spaced 15 to 20 miles apart, which seems to be the maximum 

distance a horse can be ridden without working it to death! The Post Boys could 

be quite old, and carried letters from their home office to the next one on the post 

road, and returned with any letters going their way. On the road, they were 

obliged to blow their bugle every 1/3
rd

 mile, when they passed any individual 
and when they entered a village or town. Most importantly, the bugle was to be 

blown at the door of any house receiving a letter. To ensure that mail actually 

arrived, the letter charge was paid by the recipient. Postal charges were high, and 

some people considered receiving a letter and being able to pay the charge, was a 

mark of social standing.                                                 (Continued on page 33) 
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(Continued from page 32) 

In the Post Office archives there are complaints from the public that the Post 

Boy did not blow his bugle at their door, meaning that neighbours did not realise 

that the complainant had received a letter. 

The first General Post Office (GPO) was established in London in 1657, and 

served the five main post roads from Dover, Falmouth (West Road), Milford 

Haven (Bath Road), Holyhead, and Berwick (North Road).  Initially all mail 

went via the London Office. Thus, a letter from Andover to Marlborough would 

travel to London on the West Road and from London on the Bath Road. When 

cross postal routes were developed (see 1669 map above) the mileage a letter 

travelled was reduced substantially.  

Letters, written on folded sheets of paper, were charged both on the number 

of sheets of paper and a sliding scale of distance travelled. In 1805, a single-

sheet letter travelling up to 14 miles would attract the lowest charge of 4d, rising 

to 7d for 50 - 79 miles and 8d for 80 - 120 miles, and so on. For each extra sheet 

the charge would be doubled, trebled, quadrupled, etc. Mileage rates changed as 

roads were improved. Andover to London was 68 miles in 1787 but only 66 by 

1802. Conversely, Southampton changed from 79 to 80 miles, which incurred a 

higher charge; the post office was moved a mile nearer to London (Above Bar) 

so that the cheaper rate would again apply to mail going to London.  

At the GPO every letter was inspected to make sure that the correct charge 

had been written on its front, so that the Post Boy would know how much money 

to collect. A room called the candling room was set aside for this purpose. The 

letter was held up to a candle light so that the postal clerk could see more 

effectively any additional sheets hidden within the letter. This task was 

unpleasant because clerks worked in semi-darkness in a closed room, which was 

made stuffy and airless by all the burning candles. 

By 1815, postal charges had risen so much that some poorer people were 

forced to pawn belongings in order to pay for a letter. Even the well-heeled 

found the charges high, and they devised many ingenious ways of evading the 

postage. Sir Rowland Hill KCB FRS (1795-1875), an English teacher, inventor 

and social reformer proposed radical reform of the GPO, including scrapping the 

old charging system and replacing it with a single charge of 1d for each letter 

within the UK, regardless of the distance it travelled. His proposals for the new 

Post Office attracted great public support, but the Government was not so sure. 

Eventually, on 5
th
 December 1839 reforms were implemented, but with a 

standard 4d charge. A massive public outcry forced the Government to back 

down, and the universal 1d rate was introduced on 10
th
 January 1840.  

The French started using envelopes in the early 18th century, but in Britain 
an envelope counted as an extra sheet of paper, which substantially increased the 

postal charge. The new universal letter rate brought envelopes into common use. 

This article is based upon a talk given to Wherwell History Group, in 

November 2013, by Roger Harris.                                         Andrew Flanagan 
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WHERWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
  
After very careful consideration, a response to the TVBC Revised Settlement 

Boundaries has been submitted. It states two areas, one in Fullerton Road and the 

other in Church Street that the Parish Council wishes to be included within the 

settlement boundary. It is hard to understand the Planning Department’s 

justification for making no provision for any development within the village. 

Villages need some development if they are to be sustainable but, in the last 

twenty five years, only two new plots have been developed within the village. 

Wherwell is one of the largest parishes within the Test Valley, but it has a 

relatively small number of dwellings. TVBC is obliged annually to build a quota 

of properties but they plan only very large developments and there is very little 

provision for individual or small developments to take place within the 70 or so 

TVBC parishes.  District Cllr Martin Hartley, TVBC’s Planning Portfolio holder, 

agreed to visit Wherwell to discuss the proposed amendments but he is currently 

somewhat elusive.  

    Chilbolton’s Flood Committee has updated us regularly regarding  

The possibility of contamination of the common from foul water that has been 

pumped out, from the main road through Chilbolton, into the river.  This has 

been the only feasible option in the current situation, where so many villages in 

TVBC are flooded.  As Wherwell’s waste is pumped over to Chilbolton all 

residents in Wherwell who are on main drainage are asked to continue restricting  

their production of waste water by limiting the use of  washing machines, 

dishwashers, baths, showers and the flushing of toilets to help alleviate the awful 

problems experienced by some Chilbolton residents. Until the level of the water 

table drops the drainage problems will remain.    

  It is hoped that some improvements will be made to the pumping system 

in the future, but this will be very expensive and other areas, with worse 

problems, will obviously be considered a priority. 

   In the last magazine, I commented that the cherry tree on the War 

Memorial Green was very much inferior to the previous cherry tree: ironically, it 

has been quite magnificent this year.  In the Autumn, further advice will be 

sought whether pruning, and possibly root treatment, can prevent it from 

compromising the War Memorial.  Moving it will also be considered.  

Poppies are to be planted, on some sites within the village, to commemorate 

the 100th Anniversary of the start of World War One. Suggestions will be 

welcomed regarding other ways to commemorate the anniversary. 

  Permission has been given for the felling of the pine tree adjacent to the 

White Lion. Tree works, outstanding in various locations, are being chased up, 
including along Fullerton Road, on the bend on Old Hill and by the main 

entrance to the Priory. The PC is to write to the authorities concerned thanking 

them for promptly dealing with the removal of the trees that came down in the 

storms, blocking some roads and many footpaths.        (Continued on page 36) 
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(Continued from page 35) 

      
     The condition of the road network throughout the county means that the 

highways authorities are in a very difficult situation and under huge pressure 

prioritising the extensive repairs that are needed to so many roads.  An audit of 

roads, within the parish, will be sent to HCC Highways, regarding the urgent 

repairs required to potholes, damaged road edges and verges. Church Street, 

Fullerton Road, Longparish Road and Longstock Road definitely require urgent 

attention. However, we must accept that only the most dangerous potholes are 

likely to be repaired initially, as other areas including Chilbolton have more 

problems than Wherwell. We are also chasing up the provision of ‘Unsuitable 

for HGVs’ signs for the gateways into Wherwell and some barriers to be erected 

in the vicinity of the old railway bridge on the A3057 at the junction with Coreys 

Lane in Fullerton.  

     HCC is unwilling to consider 20mph limits through villages until they 

have the results of the trials that are currently being carried out.  It is felt that a 

20mph speed limit is unlikely to be introduced from the edge of the village to 

Winchester Corner, as this is a B road, other methods of traffic calming are once 

again being investigated.  

     A response will be sent to HCC regarding the public transport survey they 

are conducting, as they need to cut £1.5 million from the current budget. It seems 

highly unlikely, however, that savings can be made by amending Wherwell’s 

public transport provision! 

     SSEB have made compensation payments to residents affected by  

the power cuts in Fullerton over Christmas and New Year. If you have not 

received compensation, use the following link to chase up your payment 

www.ssepd.co.uk/Goodwill/#  - contact me if you have any problem doing this. 

  Aster Housing has finally provided a grit bin at the end of Chant Close 

and improvements have also been made to the lighting on the steps down to 

Fullerton Road.  

    It has already been agreed that one defibrillator, to be sited in the disused  

telephone kiosk, is purchased. In view of the number of heart attacks that occur 

in people, frequently quite young, whilst participating  

in sport, it is proposed to purchase a further defibrillator, to be sited at the 

Playing Fields. 

    The PC is concerned that residents in the Westover Farm area may feel 

cut off from the rest of the parish.  The clerk is writing to them to ask  

if the PC can offer them any support or advice.  

 

Next PC meeting: Tuesday 8th April 7pm Colonel Jenkins’ Hall 

Jane Andrews Chairman Tel:  860635 Email: flyjohnandrews@aol.com 

 

 

 

mailto:flyjohnandrews@aol.com
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Mozart at Easter! 
 

Saturday 26
th

 April, 7:30pm 

St. Peter & Holy Cross Church, Wherwell 
 

Join the Wherwell Singers as they celebrate Easter with a 

performance of Mozart’s Missa Solemnis in C, plus music by 

Handel, Fauré and Will Todd. Wherwell Singers will be joined 

by guest soloist Australian-Italian soprano, Allegra Giagu. 

 

Tickets £8 (including programme) available online: 

www.wherwellsingers.org 

via Kim Lampard on 01264 720529, or on the door. 

Get your tickets early to save disappointment! 
 

Wherwell Singers are delighted to announce their partnership with 

Australian-Italian soprano Allegra  Giagu in a performance of Mozart’s 

Missa Solemnis on April 26
th
.  Award-winning Giagu is in demand as a 

soloist throughout Europe and Australasia.  She recently sat in on one of the 

Wherwell Singers’ rehearsals and commented “I am very excited to be 

singing this beautiful Mozart work.  I was very impressed with the 

professionalism of the Wherwell Singers – and the beautiful sound they 

make!  I’m really looking forward to working with them”. 

The choir’s accompanist, Jonathan Hope, has recently been appointed 

Assistant Director of Music at Gloucester Cathedral and says “I have hugely 

enjoyed working with Wherwell Singers.  They are a dedicated and talented 

group of singers and I have been immensely proud of all our concerts. I am 

sure that our collaboration will continue in the future as I have a great deal  

of respect for the achievements of the singers and their Musical Director,  

Dr Dale Webb”. 

The concert will be held in the church of St Peter and the Holy Cross, 

Wherwell, on Saturday 26
th
 April.  The programme also includes works by 

Fauré, Mathias, Todd and Lauridsen, and tickets can be purchased from the 

choir’s website :- www.wherwellsingers.org.uk.  We hope you will be able to 

join us on the 26
th
 April for what will be a very special musical evening! 

                        Jenny Boileau 

http://www.wherwellsingers.org.uk/
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Chilbolton & Wherwell Wildlife 

West Down: This month I make no apologies for devoting my page entirely 

to West Down Nature Reserve. At the time of writing, a few little details of 

the lease from Hampshire County Council are being finalised.  By the time 

you read this month’s magazine, an important milestone will almost certainly 

have been reached – with Chilbolton Parish Council taking on responsibility 

for the management of the site from 1st April 2014. 

 Also, hopefully, and as I mentioned last month, the first major task will 

have been completed using funding from HCC’s initial grant. This will 

involve the use of a tractor-mounted flail to clear sycamore, birch and 

bramble re-growth within the fenced compartment. This will likely result in a 

good deal of unsightly brash in the short term, and our next working-party 

session, on Sunday 20th April, will focus on tidying up the cut material. 

Please join us if you can - meet at the top car-park at 10:00am, or join us 

later.  

 The purpose of this early cutting is to enable the grazing cattle to then 

browse off the young spring shoots, and help slowly reduce the sycamore 

problem. In the longer term, this in turn will prevent the site from once more 

being overwhelmed by secondary scrub sycamore and birch, and will 

encourage the development of the more diverse flora of open pasture 

woodland.  Some of this flora is already apparent, so during April look out 

for some of the flowers of open woodland - including the tiny white flowers 

of Barren Strawberry, the unusual poker-like flowers of Lords-and-Ladies, 

and the flush of purple from patches of Dog-violets.  

 The strawberry plants are important as the food-plant for one of West 

Down’s rarer butterflies – the Grizzled Skipper, and the Dog-violets are food 

for several species of Fritillary butterflies.  The Silver-washed Fritillary now 

breeds at West Down, and I’ve also seen one individual of the much rarer 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Perhaps the open sunny aspect and greater 

abundance of the violets will now encourage the Pearl-bordered to stay and 

breed.   

 Finally, it would be great to see as many people as possible on 20th April 

- for our first working-party under Parish Council management. Do come 

along if you can; it won’t be arduous work, and every little will help. And do 

contact me if you’d like to help in future, or if you have ideas about work 

that should be done, or ways in which we can make better use of this lovely 

area that’s on our doorstep. We’ll definitely organise some guided walks on 

the Down during this coming year – probably an early-morning Dawn 

Chorus, a summer Butterfly walk, the annual night-time search for Glow-

worms, and an autumnal Fungus Foray.  But let me know of any other ideas. 

                          Glynne Evans (hantsbto@hotmail.com)   

mailto:hantsbto@hotmail.com
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Your Magazine Committee 

 
Stephen MacDonald 

(Chair & Secretary) 

01264 860 246 

smacdonald500@btinternet.com 

Advertising cw.advertising@outlook.com 

Ray & Sue Blazdell 860 462 Tessa Youell 860 368 

Victoria Ramsay 860 251 Sarah Tall 860 305 

Terry Gilmour 860 507 Carole Marits 860 293 
 

Village Contacts – Parish Councillors 
 

Wherwell Councillors       Chilbolton Councillors 

Jane Andrews (Chair)   860635  David Griffiths (Chair)          860313 

Sean Hutton (Vice Chair)  860443  George Marits (Vice Chair)    860293 

Liz Blakemore (Clerk)    860385  Mandy Amor (Clerk)   07514 670919      

Lizzie Broadbent     860434  Patrick Coates            860069 

Peter Bryant (Tree Warden)  860541  Tony Ewer             860486 

George Hampson     860721  John Irish             860526 

Susanne Horne     860741  John Rowles             860308 

Steve Sheen (Flood Warden) 860249  Glynne Evans            860697 

 

  

mailto:smacdonald500@btinternet.com
mailto:cw.advertising@outlook.com


Page 40 

Village Contacts - District & County Councillors 

Wherwell District Councillor      Chilbolton District Councillors 

Jim Neal    362456       Daniel Busk   01794 388389 

Peter Boulton   01794 301212 

County Councillor: Andrew Gibson 861138 

Village Contacts – Clubs & Organisations 

Clubs and organisations 

Badminton            Jill Lord     860667 

Beavers/Cub scouts         Leigh Dance    811074 

Bridge Club           Gee Parry     861136 

Brownies            Julie Shone              01962 761269 

Care Group           Christopher Bruce            860321 

Mike Davis    860594 

Chilbolton Players         Carole Marits     860293 

Chilbolton Church Flowers       Jane Brown                   860726 

Chilbolton Coffee Morning       Sheila Laughton   860460 

Lesley Brown    860217 

 Debbie Richardson  861082 

Chilbolton Neighbourhood Watch     Denise Hall    860543 

Chilbolton Playing Field Action Group    Claire Pigott    860522 

Flood Advisory Group        Terry Gilmour    860507 

Horticultural Society         Sheila Evans    860697 

Joyrides Community Bus        Mary Dunne    860398 

John Musters    810459 

Pre-School            Sam Inglis         07732 095814 

Short Mat Bowls         Deb & Richard Richardson 861082 

Silver Surfers Computer Club      David Morgan    720464 

Village Hall (Chil) - Booking Only     Jacky Lloyd         860347 

Village Hall (Chil) - All other matters     Tony Ewer     860486 

Village Hall (Wher) - Bookings      Julie Dickenson   861494 

Village Website          www.chilboltonandwherwell.info 

Wherwell Church Flowers       Jo Baughen    860319 

Wherwell Cricket Club        Richard Rowles (Chair) 861101 

Jo Baughen (Juniors)  860319 

Wherwell History Group        Andrew Flanagan   860560 

Wherwell Home Guard Club       Cliff Goodall (Chair)  860445 

Wherwell Ladies Night        Angela Hughes   860877 

Wherwell Playing Fields        Sean Hutton (Chair)  860443 

Wherwell Primary School (Secretary)    Patsy Pritchard   860384 

Wherwell Primary School (Chair of Governors)  Sean Hutton    860443 

Wherwell Neighbourhood Watch      Richard Rowles   861101 

Wherwell Singers          Dale Webb    860074 

White Lion Folk Club         Roly Clarke   07919 120159 

Women’s Institute          Sue Batchelor    860307 

Test Villages U3A (www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk )   Ed Farrand      860492 
 

http://www.chilboltonandwherwell.info/
http://www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk/

