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Chilbolton and Wherwell Community Magazine 

cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk 
 

November 2014 
As I put the magazine to bed, it is an unseasonably warm 15C outside - difficult 

to think that Christmas is around the corner yet this issue is full of yuletide 

events reminding us that the season of goodwill and jollification will soon be 

upon us. As already mentioned, we urgently need more people to join the team 

(see p.5). Apart from being interesting and fun, as our venerable chairman points 

out, it’s a great way to meet new people from both sides of the Common.  

Tessa Youell 

 

Thank you to our contributors this month, to our production team – Alison 

Stimpson, Sue Aiken and Tessa Youell – and to our distribution coordinator 

Terry Gilmour and distribution helpers.  

We are a group of volunteers supporting our community. To help us 

please submit your copy to cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk  no later than the 

10
th

 of the month for inclusion in the following month’s magazine.  It is 

important that your articles are submitted in MS Word using an A5 template 

and font Times New Roman size 11. For adverts for local events, please 

keep to half of an A5 page and please don't create any fancy formatting 

as this causes setting problems - MS Word text with clip art inside a 

border is fine. 
If you do not have access to a computer, please contact the Magazine 

Chairman, Stephen MacDonald, on 01264 860246 to arrange for your article 

to be typed by one of the team. 
 

The editors reserve the right to omit, amend or condense any item submitted for 
publication. The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily shared by 

the editors or the magazine team. Any article printed in this magazine may be 
reproduced on the Chilbolton or Wherwell websites. Contributors who do not 

wish their material to be published on the village websites must specify this at 

the time they submit their article. 
 

Ad Hoc Magazine Advertising 2014 

The Chilbolton and Wherwell Magazine can publish a limited number of ad 

hoc adverts each month at £25 for half a page. Adverts, which must be in 

jpeg or MS Word format, should be emailed to cw.advertising@outlook.com 

by 10
th
 of the month for insertion in the following month’s issue. 

mailto:cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:cw.magazine@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:cw.advertising@outlook.com
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Church Matters 

 
The Downs Benefice 

The Reverend Jax Machin 
 

Benefice Administrators: Caroline Horrill & Caroline McAulay 

‘The Downs Benefice’ Office, The Rectory, Church Lane, Littleton, Winchester SO22 6QY 

Tel: 01962 880845 email: office@downsbenefice.org.uk 

The Benefice Office is open Monday to Friday 10am to 3pm 

 

 

 

ST PETER AND HOLY CROSS, WHERWELL 

 

Churchwardens 

Pam Prince 
4 Manor Cottages, 

Fullerton 

01264 860441 

w.prince04@tiscali.co.uk 

Anna Lipa 
Chute Cottage, 

The Old Hill 

01264 860879 

anna@stefanlipa.co.uk 

PCC Treasurer David Etchells 
The Old Malt House, 

Fullerton Road 
01264 860575 

 

ST MARY THE LESS, CHILBOLTON 

 

Churchwarden  Richard Brown      randjbrown12@btinternet.com        01264 860726 

 

PCC Secretary      Wendy Fakes    wendyandrews875@btinternet.com 01264 860237 

 

PCC Treasurer  Michael Payne  Dancing Ledge,      01264 860296 

          Fullerton Road,    michael@mjpayne.f9.co.uk 

          Wherwell, SP11 7JS 

 

Choir Leader  Sue Batchelor  1 Room Cottages      01264 860307 

          Chilbolton 

 

From the Church Records 

Baptism/Wedding/Wedding 

Blessing/Funeral/Burial of 

Ashes 
Date Name (s) 

Chilbolton   

Wedding 20/9/14 Jeremy Buttery & Dawn Heal 

Wherwell   

Baptism 6/9/14 Thomas Nixon 

Wedding 20/9/14 
Alistair Colebrook-Robjent & Kirsty 

Nightingale 

 

mailto:w.prince04@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:anna@stefanlipa.co.uk
mailto:randjbrown12@btinternet.com
mailto:wendyandrews875@btinternet.com
mailto:michael@mjpayne.f9.co.uk


Page 3 

 

Services 
November 2014 

 

St Mary the 
Less 

Chilbolton  

St Mary’s 
Crawley 

St 
Catherine’s 

Littleton 

St Stephen’s 
Sparsholt 

St Peter & 
Holy Cross 
Wherwell 

Sunday 2nd November  
All Souls’ Day      

Morning Worship with 
All Souls  10.00 am    
Family Communion   10.00 am   
All Souls’ Service With Wh  6.00 pm 6.00 pm 3.00 pm 

Wednesday 5th 
November      

Holy Communion   9.30 am   
Westholme   2.30 pm   

Saturday 8th November  
Messy Church   2.30 pm   

Sparsholt Memorial Hall    4 – 6 pm  
Sunday 9th November  
Remembrance Sunday      

Holy Communion    8.00 am  
Remembrance Service 
at the War Memorial  10.55 am  10.55 am  
Remembrance Service 
in church 

10.50 am    With Ch 

Service at Flowerdown 
Barracks   10.30 am   

Tuesday 11th November      
Service at the War 
Memorial   10.55 am   
Service at the War 
Memorial with the 
school 

    10.55 am 

Sunday 16th November    
The Second Sunday 
before Advent 

     

Holy Communion    8.00 am  
Morning Worship   10.00 am   
Common Worship Holy 
Communion 

10.00 am     
Matins     10.00 am  
Family Service     10.00 am 

Wednesday 19th 
November      

Holy Communion   9.30 am   
Thursday 20th November      

Flowerdown HC   2.30 pm   
Sunday 23rd November      
Christ the King         

Holy Communion     8.00 am 

   Family Service 10.00 am     
   Family Communion   10.00 am 10.00 am  

4th Sunday Worship with           
Sunday School  10.00 am    



Page 4 

 

Wednesday 26th 
November      
  Meditation   7.00 pm   
Thursday 27th November      
   Wives Fellowship 
Service  2.00 pm    
Sunday 30th November      
The First Sunday of 
Advent 

     

Benefice Family 
Communion 

10.00 am     
Advent Carol Service 
after the Christmas 
Fayre 

    5.30 pm 

 

 

Church Flowers 
 

Wherwell 1
st
 and 8

th
 Nov             Judy Conte 

 15
th
 & 22

nd 
Nov Sarah Tall 

 

Chilbolton Annette Keys and Debbie Richardson 

 

 

Following Jesus through Advent 
 

Saturday, November 29
th

 at 12.30pm 
 

Revd Jax Machin will be holding open house at Chilbolton Church over a 

delicious homemade soup lunch and a talk to mark the beginning of this 

Advent season when we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas.  

Jax will reflect on three commonly asked questions:  

Who was Jesus? 

Who is Jesus? 

How can Jesus be relevant to our lives today? 

All are welcome, if you have faith or questions, or if you’re just intrigued to 

know more about this Jesus who’s been around for 2000 years! 

For catering purposes please let Lesley or Charlotte know if you’re planning 

to come (details below); or you are very welcome to turn up on the day.   

 

There is no charge for this event, donations welcome. 

For further information please contact: 

Andrew & Lesley Kent: 860584 - email: askent@btopenworld.com 

Charlotte Nash: 860831 email: charlotte@cjnash.com 

The Benefice Office: 01962 880845 

mailto:charlotte@cjnash.com
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Make it your New Year’s resolution to join the mag team 
Due to team members leaving our villages, opportunities are arising for 

enthusiastic helpers to join the magazine team as Content Manager and 

Setting Editor from January next year.  

As Content Manager it means that three times a year, spread out evenly 

across the year, you'll spend a few hours at the beginning of the month 

opening and reading submissions sent by correspondents to the magazine 

website as well as  chivvying up the regular contributors to get their articles 

in on time. You'll then place all the articles in a folder on the website ready 

for the First Editor. It's that easy! 

As Setting Editor you’ll take all the edited articles and use Microsoft Word 

to arrange them into the magazine template before emailing it to the 

printer. This will be 1-1.5 days, three times a year starting in January. Ideally 

you will know your way round Microsoft Office and enjoy working at a 

computer. 

In both roles, full training will be given and you will shadow another team 

member the month before you ‘go live’. 

‘What’s On’ contributor (from November) 

We also need someone to take over producing the What’s On page. That 

means Googling around local websites to produce a list of events coming up 

in the area. This takes about half a day a month. 

Every quarter the members of the magazine production team (currently 

numbering seventeen) meet to discuss recent editions and drink a glass of 

wine or two. We also have a Xmas Party. It's a nice way of getting involved 

in a community activity, but with the back-up of an established team. 

There's always someone to help out if you get stuck.  

If you're interested, please email me at smacdonald500@btinternet.com or 

call me on 07715 944024 or 01264 860246. Look forward to hearing from 

you.        Stephen MacDonald - Magazine Chairman 

mailto:smacdonald500@btinternet.com
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Chilbolton Village Hall AGM  

at 8pm 

on 8
th

 December 

We are always seeking new members of the Management Committee and 

any interested villager should contact our secretary Wendy Fakes 

[Wendyandrews875@btinternet.com] 

The Village Hall is a Registered Charity and all of our meetings are open 

to any villager. 

The formal agenda for the AGM will be on notice boards and the Village 

Hall website in due course 

                                                                                     Tony Ewer (Chairman). 

 

 

Wherwell  Ladies' Evening 
Tuesday 25

th
 November   

 

It’s time for our annual skittles and supper 

night to which gentlemen are invited!  Family 

and friends are welcome! We will be car sharing 

to go to the Eagle at Abbotts Ann for a 7.30 pm 

start. A good home-cooked buffet will be 

provided with hot and cold food at £8.50 a head.  A selection of real ales and 

wines, etc. are available to buy from the pub.  There will also be a fun raffle. 

The Ladies group have had a rich varied diet of topics this year.  If you 

would like to give a talk or activity please get in touch with me, we have 

enjoyed many local speakers and subjects. 

There will not be a meeting on the last Tuesday in December!  However 

we have booked a table (well a few!) to go for a fish and chip supper at the 

end of January (Ladies only).  The White Lion has always made us feel very 

welcomed and looked after us.  Again nearer the time please let me know if 

you are coming so I can book your place. 

All are welcome, please feel free to come and if you would like to please 

invite your neighbours, family and friends.  You can contact me at 

ahughes877@btinternet.com or phone me on 01264 860877, I need to have 

numbers by Friday 21
st
 to let the Eagle caterers know for us.   If you have 

space in your car please offer others a lift or get in touch with me so I can 

ensure all who want to go can get there. 

       Angela Hughes 

mailto:ahughes877@btinternet.com
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AFTERNOON TEA at the White Lion Inn, Wherwell 
 

      November 3rd 2014 at 3.00 
pm 

 

  £2.00 includes tea and cake 
 

ALL are welcome (regardless of age!) 
 

      (and EVERY month on the FIRST Monday – unless a Bank Holiday) 
 

 

CHILBOLTON PARISH COUNCIL 
CPC met at 7 pm on Wednesday October 1

st
 at the Village Hall. There were 

no members of the public present. The meeting was one of the shortest I have 

chaired. Maybe the re-opening of the Abbot’s Mitre and the prospect of a 

free beer helped to focus minds! Seriously, it was a great pleasure to call in at 

the pub on my way home and to see it crammed with locals chatting away. 

The beer I drank was called Old Muddler. My wife thinks that’s a fair 

description of me! Despite the name it was excellent.  

CPC congratulated Claire Piggott and her Action Group on organising a 

really enjoyable evening at the Playing Field. Those who missed it should be 

certain to go next year when I hope there will be a repeat. I think those who 

generously gave the field to the village in memory of their loved-one’s killed 

in war would have been pleased to see it being used in this way. To have 

raised nearly £2000 is the icing on the cake. Well done to everyone involved. 

On the subject of remembrance, a service of commemoration was held at the 

airborne forces memorial at Stonefield Park. It was organised by the local 

branch of the Parachute Association. I was unable to attend and George 

Marits attended in my place. He reported that it was well supported. I have 

noted the criticism that more publicity could have been given.  

The Open Spaces Committee has been busy. Thanks to a contact of Tony 

Ewer’s we have been able to purchase brush cutters and chain saws for use 

on West Down at a substantial discount. One brush cutter was given free! 

Several villagers have been trained in the safe and effective use of these 

implements. They will be put to use this winter. As Glynne Evans has 

pointed out, for every person using a machine we need two or three clearing 

the brash and burning it. Please come and help us. It is very much a case of 

more hands make light work. I, personally, think it is a very worthwhile 

project. Not everyone will agree, but I have learned during my time as 

chairman that it is impossible to please everyone! We will be clearing the 

area adjoining the wall to Poplar Dene which has become overgrown and 

untidy. In due course a tree will be planted there.    (continued on p.8) 
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(continued from p.7)  

The only overgrown footpath I am aware of is between Mr Painter’s flint 

store to the Leckford Road. The lengths man was asked to clear it but he did 

the wrong bit! We will try again. Please report any problems to me or Mandy.  

Is there anyone who would like to be trained in first aid? We are willing 

to run another course if there is sufficient demand. We are planning on 

installing three defibrillators. They will be located at the Village Hall; the 

Pavilion and the telephone box on the Grindstone Green.  

By now you should have received a form for you to indicate whether you 

support a 20 mph speed limit. The CPC urge you to fill it in and to support 

the proposed limit.  

The Flood Action Group has been in urgent discussions with HCC to try 

and prevent a repetition of this year’s flooding. Efforts are centering on the 

gulley leading from the pub to Abbot’s Rest. It seems that this is too small 

and prone to becoming blocked. I believe it has been “jetted”.  

The next meeting of the CPC will take place on Monday 3
rd

 November 

2014 at 7 pm. We are always delighted to see members of the public. 

Finally, as winter approaches, if anyone needs logs I may be able to help. 

David Griffiths (Chairman) 

 

 
 

Breakfast, Fun & Family Bike Rides  - Chilbolton Village Hall 

Join us for breakfast and informal church in Chilbolton Village Hall, 

followed by indoor activities or mountain biking.  Breakfast is at 0930 and 

we are usually finished by 1200-1230. If you’re cycling, don’t forget your, 

helmet, long trousers and a drink for the ride.  Breakfast is provided free of 

charge.   

 

For further information, please contact: 

Gaynor and Max Childs, Tel 860044  / SimplySundayBiking@gmail.com 

 

Next Dates: 

Sunday 2 November 2014  

Sunday 7 December 2014  

 

Location:  Chilbolton Village Hall.  Time:  0930-1200 

Chilbolton & Wherwell Churches, part of the Downs Benefice 
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Wherwell Annual Quiz 

Hosted by  

Brian & Lydia Knight 

 

 

Saturday 29th November  

 
Wherwell Village Hall  

 
at 7.30 p.m. 

Tickets £8 bookable through 

Stewart Carey-Hodges  861281 
or 

Peter Granger  860870 

Supper included 
 

This is always a popular event so please book early. 
Enter either individually and join a team on the night, or 

enter your own team of up to 8 players. 
Please bring your own drinks.  

 
There will be a raffle at half time  

all proceeds going to 
The Village Hall improvement fund 
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FATHER CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 
between 3.15 pm and 4.45 pm to  

Wherwell Christmas Fayre Sunday 

30 November 2014 

3.00 pm to 5.00 pm 
in the Village Hall, Church Street, Wherwell  

Your chance to buy some stocking fillers!  
There will be mulled wine, waffles, cakes, tombola, gifts, 

Christmas cards and decorations  
and children’s lantern-making 

with Christmas LIGHTS in Church Street 

 

in aid of the Church of St Peter and Holy Cross Church, Wherwell 
 

To be followed by the children’s lantern procession to the 
church for the 5.30 pm  

Advent carol service by 
Candlelight 

Children are encouraged to dress up in nativity costume 
for the Procession and the Service 

   WHERWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

We have just been informed that the Planning Inspectorate has overturned the 

decision of TVBC Planning to refuse permission for a dwelling to be built on 

the plot of land adjacent to Apple Cottage in Church Street.   



Page 11 

 

      The PC had strongly objected to the original revised Settlement 

Boundary for Church Street, proposed by the Planning Department, which 

excluded this plot of land, the church car park together with the village hall 

car park and the adjacent block of garages. Whilst common sense seemed to  

prevail  when TVBC agreed to some revision of the proposed boundary they 

would not agree to include this plot of land, which had been unused  since 

cottages on the site were destroyed by fire, more than a century ago. 

     With only one objection from local residents both the PC and the 

Parochial Church Council supported the application, made by John and Erica 

Simpson, who own Apple Cottage. Initially the PC and the PCC addressed 

TVBC’s Northern Area Planning Committee and we were very pleased that 

they overruled the Planning Officers’ recommendation for refusal. The 

application was then automatically referred to TVBC’s Planning Control 

Committee, which is made up of district councillors from both North and 

South TVBC.  The PC again addressed the committee but was very 

disappointed the decision to give permission was overturned. The Simpsons, 

together with the PC, felt that the case for refusal was flawed and very 

detailed representations were submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.  There 

was then a long wait with no feedback. At this stage all concerned felt that 

perhaps no news could be a sign that the Inspectorate thought the case 

presented was not cut and dried. Understandably there was therefore a great 

feeling of a job well done when we  heard recently that the Inspectorate have 

granted permission for  the traditional style cottage, designed by a  well 

renowned architect of our time, John Simpson, to be built on this site. 

 

 Next PC meeting: Tuesday 11
th

 November 7pm Wherwell Village Hall 

Jane Andrews Chairman Tel: 01264 860635 flyjohnandrews@aol.com    

                           

******************************************************** 

 

 MIDDAY  MUMS  

                                   
  Midday Mums will be on 17

th
 November from 10.30am to 

noon and the following one on 15
th
 December. All welcome 

with babies or toddlers. 

Joyce Payne (860296) 

 

Betty, May and Ivy Ridout – memories of a wartime childhood (Part II) 
(The following is abridged from a longer article available on the Wherwell 

History Group website. Part I appeared last month.) 

 



Page 12 

 

With the advent of war, and the arrival of the RAF, the village became a hive of 

activity and nowhere was busier than the expanse of land above ‘Branscombe’. 

Previously used as a private airstrip, in 1939 the fields between Little Drove and 

the A30 were transformed into a satellite airfield for Middle Wallop.  

At first, the RAF personnel were billeted on inhabitants of the village - the 

Ridout girls have fond memories of the RAF men who lodged with them. After 

they left, their place was taken by Irish workmen who, with the increasing threat 

of invasion, were brought in to upgrade the airfield’s grass runways and built 

concrete ones in their place. 

In 1943, with preparations underway for D-Day, the Americans arrived. They 

were housed under canvas in what became known as ‘Tent City’ in the fields 

beside Martins Lane, then Chalk Pit Road. Nearer the Ridouts, just over the 

hedge in what is now Test Rise, they erected a large canteen tent. The family was 

offered all kinds of food then unavailable in England. However, Lily thought it 

would be wrong to accept anything, and the only beneficiaries were their ducks 

and chickens who grew fat on the scraps thrown over the hedge.  

Jim, one of the US pilots, asked Lily if she could do his laundry. He was a 

handsome young man, and the girls were very fond of him - not least because he 

would always put sweets for them in the bottom of his laundry bag. Soon, other 

US airmen were asking if their laundry could be done. Being summer, lack of 

rain meant their water tank would be empty in no time, but the Americans 

overcame the problem by bringing in water bowsers!  

Betty, May and Ivy, respectively nine, seven and three in 1939, were never 

scared during the war. However, one incident made them aware of the danger 

that had faced England. On the way back from school they saw soldiers placing 

wires underneath the bridge over the Test. Later they realised these would have 

been connected to detonators which could blow it up in the event of invasion. 

Betty remembers D-Day in particular. The air throbbed with the roar of 

engines as aircraft of all kinds flew over the village on their way to Normandy. 

Although no bombs ever landed on Chilbolton, a buzz bomb killed a number of 

people in Goodworth Clatford, when it destroyed the Royal Oak, the school and 

some nearby cottages. 

The girls went to school in Wherwell. In the morning, they would catch the 

bus from the Memorial bus-shelter by Broxton House. Unlike today, there was 

often standing room only. After school, unless it was raining, they had to walk 

home. During the war, lorries and jeeps made the roads very muddy and rubber 

boots were hard to come by, so Lily would give them a penny for the bus in case 

it was wet. Sometimes, the penny would be spent instead at Mr Stanley’s sweet 
shop (now Whiteways). There was no school uniform and their  (continued p.13) 

(continued from p.12)  

mother made all their clothes. When they were older, their clothes came from a 

shop in Stockbridge (now the Wykeham Gallery). The owner, Mr Hale would 

bring round a selection for them to try, and they could pay in weekly instalments. 
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Although theirs was a happy childhood, it was also strict. They were never 

allowed to miss school, except once in the winter of 1947. One day, it was so 

cold and the roads so icy their mother let them stay at home. However, at midday 

the school-attendance inspector knocked on their door demanding to know why 

the girls weren’t at school!  

Betty and May left school at fourteen. After the war ended, both older girls, 

along with many other villagers, were employed by Vicars Armstrong who took 

over the airfield to build and test jet aircraft. Ivy went on to school in Andover 

until she was fifteen and then she too worked for Vicars.  

Betty also worked for Leslie and Katie Colquhoun. Leslie was a test pilot for 

Vicars and was awarded the George Medal for an extraordinarily brave act. The 

wing of an aircraft he was testing suddenly folded up. Instead of ejecting, he did 

a high-speed landing, saving the aeroplane and enabling the fault to be 

discovered. His courage prevented damage and possible loss of life.  

 

For more than twelve years, Betty and May worked in the village shop, first 

for the Hunts and then for the Brandons. There were no supermarkets then, so all 

the villagers bought their provisions here. As you can see in the photos above, 

the staff all wore uniform in those days – 

white for Mrs Hunt and navy blue ‘wavy line’ for the Brandons. 

Lily and Fred Ridout lived in Branscombe until they died. No doubt they 

would be happy to know their daughters still live there, albeit in the garden! 

Tessa Youell 

From left to right: Mrs Hopley, May 

Ridout, Doreen Hampton, Betty Ridout, 

Jean Hunt and Molly Hunt 

From left to right, front row: Cynthia 

Baverstock, May Ridout, Betty Ridout.   

Back: Carole Monk, Beryl Hampton 
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KARAOKE 

NIGHT 
 

Wherwell Home Guard Club 
 

Saturday November 15th 

8pm start 
 

PLOUGHMANS - RAFFLE 
 

COME ALONG AND SING YOUR FAVORITE SONG! 

£5 members  

guests welcome (£6 non-members)  
 

 

Janet’s CASH Bingo                                

Saturday 1st November 
(please note the change of date) 
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ABBOTS MITRE 
A traditional English pub in the heart of 

Hampshire 
 

A warm welcoming pub which is open all day, everyday 
 serving fresh homemade food from midday. 

 

Christmas menu now available 
 

2 courses £17.95 / 3 courses £21.95 
 

Please phone Steve, Lee or one of the team  

 Menu also available Online 

Abbotsmitre.co.uk  01264 860348 
 

From Chilbolton war memorial playing field committee 

We need your help 
It was lovely at the Chilbolton fest to hear from so many people who 

appreciate and enjoy the play area. For health and safety reasons the play 

equipment needs to be inspected on a weekly basis. We currently have about 

8 people on the list, so it is not too onerous in that it means each person has 

to do an inspection once every eight weeks (more during holiday periods.) 

My concern is that everyone including me is a parent of older children who 

do not actually use the equipment. Nobody wants to be an inspector forever 

so we need a rolling scheme. My view is the more people who are involved 

the greater the sense of ownership.  

Please bears in mind, if we do not have volunteers to do regular 

inspections then we would have a problem with getting insurance and then 

ultimately keeping the equipment. Some of you will have seen that last 

month the Zipwire was out of action. Hopefully that is no longer the case 

when you read this, but again it emphasizes the need for regular inspection. 

The footings of one of the post had started to lift after all the dry weather; we 

had to get the installers back to re concrete the post in. 

 

If you can help with inspections please contact Claire.pigott@btinternet.com  

 

mailto:Claire.pigott@btinternet.com
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/707516727/abbot_400x400.jpg&imgrefurl=https://twitter.com/abbotsmitre&h=400&w=400&tbnid=64iauWNVf3dsEM:&zoom=1&docid=EJ9KM8ZkfozjRM&itg=1&ei=xRY9VI4U79btBsfbgEA&tbm=isch&ved=0CFsQMygwMDA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=608&page=4&start=39&ndsp=16
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Chilbolton Pre-school 
The children have been busy enjoying this terms theme - "All about me". The 

role play room became a ‘vets’ with the children applying plasters and 

bandages to various cuddly animals.  

We have had fun in the garden with our mud kitchen. Watching the 

enjoyment of the children making mud pies and hearing the wonderful 

language between them was worth all the messy children at the end of the 

session. 

    With the mild weather we have been enjoying the play park most days and 

also going for walks around our field collecting leaves and conkers. The 

children are about to start designing their Christmas cards ready for printing. 

After half term we will be looking at colours in our lead up to Christmas. 

    We have been lucky enough to get donations from both Chilbolton and 

Wherwell Parish councils and with this we have bought some new large 

construction toys.  We have also been lucky enough to benefit from being 

one of the chosen charities from Trout n About and we have purchased items 

for our Forest School. Many thanks to all who supported the Wherwell Prom 

night, it was a huge success and we were grateful to benefit from this too. 

    Our website now has weekly updates so please have a look at what the 

children and staff have been up to. Pre-school is now full for this academic 

year. If you are interested in your child starting in September 2015 please 

download an application form from our website: 

www.chilboltonpreschool.com 

Christopher Thompson 

 

 

 

 Chilbolton WI 
 

November 18th  in Chilbolton Village Hall 
 

Business meeting 7.30pm 
 

 'Dickens at Christmas' 8.00pm 
 
      

Visitors very welcome: donation of £4.00 requested. 

 
Refreshments    Raffle   Trading Stall    Food Bank collection point 

 

http://www.chilboltonpreschool.com/
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CHILBOLTON AND WHERWELL CARE GROUP 
I am happy to announce that Sally Griffiths has volunteered to take over my 

administrative responsibilities for Chilbolton and Wherwell Care Group. 

With Sue Fields continuing in the role of Driver Coordinator, I am confident 

that the group is in good hands and its future assured. I am sure Marguerite 

Potter, who started the group, would be proud to know that it still provides 

the very necessary service that she identified some 30 years ago. As would 

Peter Ward, who ran it so devotedly, with Mike Davis, for over 20 years. 

There is still a need for an additional Driver Coordinator to job-share with 

Sue, and anyone willing to volunteer for this role should call her on 861338 

or Sally Griffiths on 860313. It is not a particularly demanding role, requests 

currently averaging about one a week, but it does mean being listed as a 

contact for people needing the service, and arranging for one of the volunteer 

drivers to fill the need. Once the driver has agreed, it is left to him or her to 

make the necessary arrangements with the passenger. 

    I would not wish to leave the group without expressing my sincere 

gratitude to the team of drivers who continue to give their time, and vehicles, 

to help the many people in the two villages who need the group’s support and 

at the same time benefit The Countess Brecknock Hospice, which receives an 

average of £700 a year by way of donations from the group’s operations. 

                                                                                            Graham Kelly 

 

Fireworks, Hedgehogs, Pets and the Law 
Bonfire night is an exciting time for adults and children alike to enjoy either 

a public firework display or fireworks in their own garden.  However, please 

spare a thought for the many pets that are scared by fireworks, for them this 

can be a stressful time of year.  Enjoy your fireworks but please be aware of 

the laws governing their use. The law says: 

 

You must not set off or throw fireworks (including sparklers) in the street or 

other public places. 

You must not set off fireworks between 11pm and 7am. The exceptions are: 

◦ Bonfire Night, when the cut off is midnight 

◦ New Year’s Eve, Diwali and Chinese New Year, when the cut off is 

1am 

Remember too, hedgehogs are finding homes to hibernate in at this time of 

year; piles of wood such as bonfires make the perfect spot! Please either 

build or re-site your bonfire on the day or check your bonfire very carefully 

for wildlife and pets prior to lighting. 

For further information, please see www.gov.uk/fireworks-the-law and 

www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/fireworks-the-law
http://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
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DIARY DATES 

 

November 

2   Simply Sunday Biking             CVH                             9.30am 

3   Age UK Tea Afternoon           White Lion                        3pm 

3    Chilbolton PC Meeting           CVH                                  7pm 

6    Sew ‘n’ Sews (and 20
th

)          CVH                               7-9pm 

7    Film:  Belle                              CVH         Doors open 6.45pm       

11   Wherwell PC Meeting           WVH                                  7pm 

10   Copy deadline for October issue of magazine    

15   Home Guard/Karaoke             HGC                                  8pm 

15   Chilbolton Coffee Morning    CVH                         10.30 - 12 

17   Midday Mums                        WVH                     10.30am- 12 

18   Chilbolton WI                         CVH    (Business 7.30)      8pm 

21   Wherwell History Group        WVH                                  8pm 

25    Chilbolton Horticultural         CVH                              7.45pm 

        Society 

25   Wherwell Ladies                    The Eagle   (See copy)    7.30pm 

29   Wherwell Quiz                       WVH                               7.30pm         

29   Advent event         St Mary the Less         12.30pm 

30   Wherwell Christmas Fayre     WVH                               3 -5pm 

       Advent Carol Service                                                      5.30pm 

 

December  

1   Age UK Tea Afternoon             White Lion                         3pm 

1 Chilbolton PC Meeting              CVH                                   7pm  

5   Film: Grand Budapest Hotel     CVH       Doors open     6.45pm 

7   Simply Sunday Biking               CVH                               9.30am 

8   Chilbolton Village Hall AGM   CVH                                    8pm 

11 Wherwell PC Meetimg              WVH                                   7pm 

11 Vocalium Concert                      St. Peters Wherwell        7.30pm 

13 Wherwell Singers                       St Peters Wherwell         7.30pm 

13 Chilbolton Christmas Fair          CVH                       2.30-4.30pm 

 

Chilbolton Open spaces Working Party: Tuesdays and Saturdays 

See Copy.               
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WHAT’S ON IN THE AREA 
1/10 Piano Recital with Charles Timberlake in aid of Naomi House and Jacksplace 

Hospices. Romsey Abbey. 12pm to 3pm. Admission Free, all donations welcome. 

01329 845265. 

1/11; 8/11 Arlesford Craft Show, West Street. 10am to 4.30pm.  01252 724968. 

7/11 St. Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra: Prokofiev and Tchaikovsky. The 

Anvil & The Forge, Basingstoke. 7.45pm. £39 - £10. 10256 844244. 

8/11 & 9/11 Winchester Recital & Masterclass Weekend The Undercroft, 

Winchester Cathedral. 7.30pm £15; 10.30am £10 for 2-hour session. 023 8026 9997. 

11/11-15/11  Oh What a Lovely War. Winchester Musicals and Operatic Society. 

Theatre Royal, Winchester. 7.30pm (Sat matinee 2.30pm). £15, concessions and group 

bookings   01962 840440 

14/11 BBC Flog It Valuation Day Event. Milestones Museum, Basingstoke. 10am to 

4.30pm. Free admission. 0117 974 7839. 

16/11 The Nutcracker – The Russian State Ballet and Opera House. King’s Theatre, 

Southsea. 7.30pm £27. 

18/11 – 22/11 Oliver! Andover Musical Theatre Company. The Lights, Andover. 

£13.50 10264 368368. 

19/11 Archive Ambassador Training Day Hampshire Record Office 10am to 

3.30pm. £18. Booking required. 01962 846154. 

20/11 – 31/12 Christmas Market – Winchester Cathedral. 10am to 6pm. 

20/11 The U-boat story with author Alan Gallop. Basingstoke Discovery Centre. 2pm 

£3. 10256 478670. 

20/11 – 22/11 The Accrington Pals King’s Theatre, Southsea. 2.30 & 7.30pm. £12. 

023 9282 8282.  

23/11 Aircraft Enthusiasts Fair, The Museum of Army Flying. 10am to 4pm. 

Normal entry applies. 01264 784421. 

26/11 Royal Opera House LIVE presents L’Elisir d’Amore. Thornden School, 

Chandler’s Ford. 7.15pm. £15. 023 8024 6555. 

27/11 Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra: Mahler, Beethoven & Shostakovich. The 

Anvil & The Forge, Basingstoke. 7.45pm. £39 - £10. 01256 844244. 

28/11 – 30/11 Advent Procession From Darkness to Light. Salisbury Cathedral. 7pm 

and 5pm on Sunday. Admission by ticket only – see website for details. 

29/11 Hundred Watt Club – Burlesque & Cabaret. The Broadway, Winchester. 

7.30pm. £15 01962 840500. 

29/11 Wrapped Up Christmas Craft Fair. The Lights, Andover. 10am to 4pm. Free 

Entry. 01264 368368. 

30/11 Christmas Craft & Gift Fair. Winchester Guildhall. 10.30am to 3pm. Free 

Entry. 07540 153141. 

30/11 Yellow Vintage Christmas Fair. The Ageas, Southampton. 10am to 4pm. £3, 

children under 12 free. 07515 175573. 

 

Farmer’s Markets 

2/11       Romsey              9/11 & 30/11   Winchester     16/11  Andover 
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Come to the Movies!! 

 

 
 

 

CHILBOLTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 
Proudly Present 

Belle 
(12A) 

Starring Tom Wilkinson, Gugu Mbatha-Raw,  

Emily Watson and Penelope Wilton 

The true story of Dido Elizabeth Belle, the illegitimate mixed- 
race daughter of Admiral Sir John Lindsay, who is raised by 

her aristocratic great-uncle in 18th Century England 
 

In Chilbolton Village Hall 

on 

Friday, 7th November, 2014, at 7.30 pm 
Doors open 6.45 pm 

 

Tickets £5.00 - In advance 
Or £5.50 - On the door (subject to availability) 

Price includes tea/coffee and biscuits 
 

Wine, beer, orange juice and choc ices 
will be on sale 

 

To book your ticket, please ring Beryl Lawrence on 01264 860618 
or Sheila Laughton on 01264 860460 
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Abbots Mitre reopens for business! 
It was good to see so many Chilbolton villagers turn out to welcome our new 

publicans, Steve and Lee, when they opened the doors of the newly 

refurbished Abbots Mitre on October 1st. Over 100 people popped in to say 

hello during the evening and the atmosphere was buzzy and upbeat, a sure 

sign that the villagers are enthusiastic about the new pub.   

Steve and Lee have known each other for about ten years and spent the 

last seven working together very successfully at The Leather Bottle in 

Mattingley near Hook. They are bringing their winning formula to their new 

venture in Chilbolton – they will be open from 11am-11pm every day, 

serving home-cooked food and specialising in local ales, as well as teas and 

coffee.  They aim to stock beers that come from within 50 miles, keeping two 

or three ‘core’ and two or three ‘guest’ ales at any one time. The wine list is 

interesting too with more than 12 offered by the glass. When asked how they 

made their choice, Steve revealed that it involved lots of tasting and was very 

hard work! 

So far things are looking good; reports about the food are very positive - 

‘Delicious and you didn’t have to wait,’ said one diner! Generally people are 

delighted with the energy and enthusiasm that Steve and Lee have generated. 

They are keen to become a settled part of village life and to locate the pub at 

the heart of it - this is reflected in all the local photos they have recently hung 

on the newly-painted walls. Quiz Nights are back with the first one having 

taken place on 26
th
 October and with Christmas coming up they will be 

welcoming carol singers raising money for charity. For Steve and Lee, The 

Mitre is an ongoing project and the major plan for next year is to landscape 

the garden. We wish them all the very best in bringing new life to our pub 

and hope that the village will continue to show their support. 

                 Victoria Ramsay 

 

Chilbolton 20 is Plenty 
The project to have a 20mph speed limit covering the village roads is 

progressing well.  The survey of current traffic speeds has been completed 

and the next step will be the public consultation.  We understand from 

Hampshire County Council that all homes in the village will receive a letter 

asking residents for their views.  It is expected that the letter will be delivered 

from 3 October 2914 and you may well have already received your copy.   

It is important to the success of the project that as many residents as 

possible indicate their support for the scheme.  Please therefore respond to 

the survey, which closes on 14 November 2014.   

David Budd                                  
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Airborne Forces Service of Remembrance 
 

21
st
 September Stonefield Park Chilbolton 

 

The first aircraft landed on a grass runway here on 3
rd

 May 1940. During the 

Battle of Britain it supported Hurricane and Spitfire squadrons. It was 

allocated to the USAAF in November 1942 and was rebuilt with hard 

runways and dispersals in December 1943.  

After the D-Day invasion it became the base for 442
nd

 Transport Carrier 

Group with three squadrons of C-47 Dakotas and Waco CG-4A gliders. 

Their first major operation was Market Garden – the capture and control of 

bridges in Holland in September 1944. Elements of 101
st
 Airborne Division 

took off from Chilbolton. 

It is a little known local fact that hidden in Stonefield Park is a war 

memorial to the airborne forces who gave their lives in World War II. 

 

            
 

Photo: the Stonefield Park Memorial : Jax Machin and Andrew Kent : retired 

servicemen marching to the memorial.  

 

We would like to thank those airborne forces retired personnel who attended 

the dedication, particularly ex paratroopers Mike Giles, Bill Grindey and 

Dennis Wells.   

 

The address and prayers were led by the Revd. Jax Machin 

Music was provided by the Amesbury Town Band. 

 

Neil Bowen and Carole Marits 
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Crafty Sew 'n' Sews 

Hi Readers 

Well, autumn is upon us and the nights are drawing in, but we have not been 

idle. As previously mentioned, Paper Craft was our theme for September, 

Origami being a successful event with swans, star boxes and many other 

designs created. We also designed cards with quilling in different patterns. 

October has seen us busy designing two cushions covered in all types of 

poppies for Remembrance Sunday. They have been created using crochet, 

knitting, sewing felt and paper craft, and given to our local churches once 

completed. On 6 and 20 November we will concentrate on Christmas gifts 

and decorations, with a demonstration of tea-cup candle-making on the 6th. 

After our appeal for an electric sewing machine, we had a kind donation 

of one from Helen Whitelock of Wherwell. A big thank you to Helen! 

We will not be having our usual meeting in December but holding a 

Crafty Christmas Party for Members on the 4
th
. We will re-convene on 

January 15
th
 - usual time, usual place! Please come along, new people are 

always welcome. Ask your friends to join you and enjoy learning a new skill 

or offering us a demonstration of something new. 

Meetings are the first and third Thursdays of each month in the Durnford 

room, Chilbolton Village Hall, 7pm-9pm. Please email 

melrae70@gmail.com or call 01264860160.   Stay Crafty!  Melanie Rae 
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Generation of Hope 

 
Do you remember the 1970’s advert with the dashing James Bond figure who 

moved heaven and earth to deliver a box of Milk Tray to a beautiful woman? 

Well, my daughter and I are about to copy the Bond character, though to 

recipients very different from a sexy woman reclining on a sofa! During half-

term, Eleanor and I are flying to the Holy Land for two nights - we couldn’t go 

for longer because of work schedules and available flights. So why so far for so 

short a time, I hear you ask?  

    In 2012, Eleanor and I, together with a doughty band of 80 Christian pilgrims 

(our ages ranging from 11 to 90 years young!) connected to the McCabe 

Educational Trust (MET), made an extraordinary trip to Jerusalem to undertake a 

Sponsored Walk to raise funds for destitute and displaced children of the Holy 

Land where life is difficult with many restrictions on what we would consider a 

‘normal’ way of living. We made 3 circuits of the city which took us around the 

outside of the old city, along the inside, and lastly via the ramparts, high above 

Jerusalem. It was a wonderful experience, despite sub-zero temperatures and 

freezing sheet rain! 

    One of the charities supported through the MET charity is the Jeel al Amal 

Boys Home in Bethany, just outside of Jerusalem, which I have been visiting for 

many years. Bethany was once home to Mary, Martha and Lazarus and only a 

‘Palm Sunday’ walk over the Mount of Olives from Jerusalem.   The village is 

now in economic collapse, hidden from view behind the Israeli Wall of 

Separation.  Jeel al Amal means ‘Generation of Hope.’ The home was founded 

in 1972 by Christian Palestinians, Basil and Alice Sahhar. Sadly, Basil and Alice 

have now died, but their legacy of Christian hospitality and Gospel hope lives on 

through their wonderful daughter, Najwa, who has fought so hard to keep Jeel al 

Amal running against all odds.  

    The boys come from Jerusalem and from towns and villages in the Palestinian 

territories. Sadly, the corresponding Girls Home, also opened by Basil and Alice 

has had to close for many complex political and cultural reasons. Jeel al Amal 

relies entirely on voluntary support to keep going. With the generosity of 

strangers, two generations of homeless children have come to know the security 

of a safe roof, education, good food and love. One boy we met in 2012 had been 

traumatised by the shooting of his parents. He is now hoping to go to University 

to read medicine and pledges to come back to Jerusalem to help other children. 

    Eleanor and I now try to go back to see our friends at Jeel al Amal every year, 

both to take out much needed supplies, and to encourage them that the world 
outside Bethany is praying for them and for peace in the sacred land of Christ’s 

birth. We are always welcomed with open arms. So, as we make our ‘mad-dash’ 

pilgrimage there this half-term, please remember Najwa and the boys of Jeel al 

Amal in your prayers. Chocolate anyone...?! 

                                                                                                           Jax 
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Chilbolton Coffee Morning 
 

in The Village Hall 
 

 

Saturday 15
TH

 NOVEMBER  

 

10.30 to 12 noon 
 

Bring family and friends to support our Village Hall and  

 

purchase  

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
 

Gifts for sale by William Stewart Hair Design, 

Paintings by local Artist & Cakes by Amy  
 

Our NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  

Representative will also be with us today  

 

Just £1 for coffee or tea with biscuits. This includes the 

Raffle. 

Books CDs, DVDs, cards etc.  

The 100+ club draw will also take place 
 

For more information contact Sheila Laughton 860460, 

Lesley Brown 860127 and Debbie Richardson 861082 
 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE MAINTENANCE OF OUR VILLAGE 

HALL 
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JANE’S KITCHEN 

 
How well do you know your onions? Members of 

Chilbolton Horticultural Society know theirs very well 

after last month’s meeting when members shared their 

expertise and experience on every aspect of this invaluable 

vegetable. We had talks on cultivation, health properties, 

ornamental (alliums) and a tasting. Mary Gilbert made a 

superb French Onion Flan and I found a recipe for Onion 

Jam that complemented the tart perfectly.  Also excellent 

with cheeses, cold meats, or hot sausages!  

 

 

ONION  JAM 

4 Large Onions ( approx. 2lbs) 

1/2pt white wine vinegar 

1/4pt water 

1lb dark soft brown sugar 

1 ts pn. Mustard seeds 

2-3 sprigs of fresh thyme 

1 bay leaf. 

3 tbl spn. Olive oil 

 

Peel and thinly slice the onions.  Heat the oil in a heavy saucepan and fry the 

onions until soft and just beginning to caramelise. Add all ot  her ingredients, 

stir until the sugar has dissolved then simmer until the mixture is thickening 

and of a ‘jam’ consistency. Cool and pot into clean jars. 

 

NB   Red onions can be used with red wine vinegar. 

         You can substitute the bay leaf and thyme for orange peel and juice. 

    Onions without tears – wear goggles!!  

 
A HUGE THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED THE 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING LAST MONTH IN ST MARY THE LESS 

CHILBOLTON AND TO THE GENEROUS DONORS WHO DID NOT MAKE IT. 

WE RAISED THE AMAZING AMOUNT OF OVER £300 WHILST ENJOYING 

COFFEE AND CAKES WITH FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS. 

 Jane Brown 
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Christmas Concert 
 

Saturday 13th December at 7:30pm 
 

St. Peter & Holy Cross Church, Wherwell 
 

Join the Wherwell Singers as they celebrate 
Christmas with a programme of seasonal favourites, 

including music by  
Rutter, Chilcott and Tavener, 

 plus traditional sing-along carols,  
mulled wine and mince pies.  

The choir will be joined by the organ scholar of  
Winchester Cathedral, Tim Parsons. 

 
 Concert audiences have raised over £2000 to date 
for various charities. The collection this year will be 

for the Alex Lewis Trust. Alex, who is known to many 
in the benefice, was admitted to Winchester Hospital 
last year with Strep A Toxic Shock Syndrome. This 
resulted in the loss of all his limbs and the need for 

skin graphs and facial reconstruction. The Trust aims 
to help Alex’s rehabilitation and eventually to fund 
improvements in the facilities at Salisbury Hospital. 

 
Tickets £8, available online: www.wherwellsingers.org 

via Kim Lampard on 01264 720529, or on the door. 
 

Get your tickets early to save disappointment! 
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Chilbolton & Wherwell Wildlife 

Most of the migrant birds that spend the winter with us, arrive here in 

October or November. But this year, as I write in mid-October, unusually 

I’ve still not seen either of our winter thrushes – Redwing and Fieldfare. It 

seems they’re enjoying mild weather and a bumper crop of berries, and 

remaining late in their breeding areas of Scandinavia. Another species that 

comes to our area in winter, is the Golden Plover. In Southern England, 

flocks of Golden Plovers are often with flocks of Lapwing, and usually are 

found on wide open fields with panoramic views – such places of course 

giving them maximum protection from aerial predators such as the Peregrine. 

Similar wide open places were also very suitable for siting of WW2 airfields, 

and it’s therefore not surprising that in our area we most often see Golden 

Plover at places such as Middle Wallop, the old Chilbolton airfield, or in the 

vicinity of the old Andover airfield. This year there is an international 

coordinated census of Golden Plovers across the whole of Europe, repeating 

comparable surveys carried out in 2003 and 2008. So I will be out looking 

for the plovers during the next week or so. However, the numbers reaching 

Hampshire in October, are very much influenced by weather; in mild 

autumns birds may not move very far west and remain on the near continent, 

whereas in colder autumns they quickly move to our milder climes in 

England. This is why the counts have to be undertaken on a European scale. 

Many years ago, in the midst of a cold winter, I remember seeing a flock of 

over 1,000 birds at Middle Wallop, but gatherings of a few hundred are more 

usual in recent years. And my guess is that during this October, I will be 

lucky to find more than fifty in the vicinity of our villages. 

    Mild autumns also prolong the flight periods of many insects. My moth 

lights have attracted several moth species that I don’t normally see so late in 

the year, and I was still finding hornets in the light-traps at the beginning of 

October. Hornets are relatively docile creatures when found in a trap, but my 

past experience of their sting means I’m always a bit nervous in case I 

accidentally put my finger on one! Fortunately, I’ve been OK this year. West 

Down: Finally, I’d like to remind you all that we have weekly work-parties 

on West Down – meeting at the top car-park on  

 every Tuesday afternoon at 2.00pm  

and one session per month at a weekend: 

 Saturdays 15
th

 Nov, 13
th

 Dec, 17
th

 Jan at 10.00am. 

Would be good to have a lot more people coming along to help; you can 

contribute in many ways, and it’s not just hard labour! Every little helps. 

                                                Glynne Evans  ( hantsbto@hotmail.com )   

mailto:hantsbto@hotmail.com
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Wherwell History Group 
 

 
 

We are proud to present our calendar for 2015. Using the same format as 2014,  

it opens up to A3-portrait size, with an A4 photograph on the top half and a 

monthly calendar on the bottom half, allowing plenty of space for appointments.  

The Calendar retails at £6.00 and will be available from 1
st
 November at the 

Chilbolton shop; plus local coffee mornings, Christmas Fayres, etc. Places 

featured in 2015 are: 
 

Chilbolton: 

Lilac Cottage 

Manor Farm Fields 

Old Inn Cottage 

St Michaels 

Willow Cottage 
 

Fullerton: 

Vine Cottage 

Fullerton Mill 
 

Wherwell: 

High Street 

The Long Bridge 

Mole Hall 

Riverside House 

Watermill Cottage 
 

Mike Gee & Andrew Flanagan 
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The Chilbolton Heritage Wall Hanging 
Last month marked a milestone for Wherwell History Group, we received our 

150
th
 contribution to our archives. Member Marian Hopkins rescued a booklet 

“The Chilbolton Heritage Wall Hanging” from a local Jumble Sale. This booklet 

was published circa 2000 by Ruth Wheelhouse “to celebrate Chilbolton’s past 

and present”. 
During WW1, a branch of the Women’s Institute was founded in Chilbolton, 

holding its first meeting in December 1917. Early in 1997, the WI ladies chose a 

large-scale needlework project to celebrate 80 years of their society – an 

embroidered tapestry depicting the life and times of Chilbolton, which could be 

hung in the new Village Hall. Gail Bailey, Jane Booth, Margaret Bugg, Pat 

Bovis, and Gail Rist formed the original organizing committee. Barbara North 

and Patrick Pirie-Gordon took charge of funding and Dinah Lindon-Critchley 

used her considerable flair and experience to manage the designs and supply of 

materials for the 301 embroidered squares. 

The three panelled wall hanging, called a triptych, measures 24 feet by 8 feet. 

The central panel is a map of the village, worked in a variety of materials, with a 

border of fourty-one embroidered squares. The two outer panels are each 10 by 

13 embroidered squares representing the life and history of Chilbolton through 

the eyes of inhabitants at the end of the twentieth century. The project was 90% 

funded by a grant from Arts for Everyone (Heritage Lottery Fund Good Cause) 

with the remaining £384 being raised by donation from participating villagers. 

The rescued booklet is a real ‘treasure trove’. Besides a detailed history of the 

WI tapestry project, it gives a potted history of the buildings and landmarks 

embroidered on all three panels and the names of everyone (254 in total !) who 

sponsored or embroidered a ‘square’. 

The left-hand panel features buildings (Bannuts Barn, Chalkdell, Village Shop, 

Abbots Mitre, Observatory, Old School, etc.) events (Fete, Halloween, Tree 

Dressing, etc.) activities (Brownies & Guides, Football, Over 60’s Bus, 

Playgroup, etc.) occupations (Paperboy, Tractor, Gardening, Computers, etc.)  

science (Comet Halle-Bopp, Solar Eclipse) Chilbolton Airfield (Swift, 

Hurricane, Dakota, Stars & Stripes)  and artefacts (Viking helmet, Bronze Age, 

Wafering Irons, Covered Wagon, etc.) 

The centre panel shows the main roads and old railway line, agricultural land, 

the Radio Telescope, the shop and pubs (Abbots Mitre and Mayfly), the Church, 

the river and historic landmarks such as the old grindstone, the staddlestone barn 

and the telephone box. The right-hand panel is dedicated to plants, insects, 

birds and animals from the Chilbolton area.  

So, here’s to the next 150 items ! The Wall Hanging booklet perfectly illustrates 

that items don’t have to be old or ancient to be valuable to historians of the 

future. Hence, WHG are archiving publications such as newspaper cuttings, the 

Community Magazine, Church Service Sheets, Across The Downs and village 

event programmes.                                                                     Andrew Flanagan 

http://chilboltonandwherwell.info/index.php/local-publications2/community-magazine
http://chilboltonandwherwell.info/index.php/local-publications2/across-the-downs
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Concert by the Delmege Quartet  
4

th
 October 

Stockbridge Town Hall  
 

What a treat!  Four young string players played major works by Haydn, 

Mendelssohn and Beethoven as part of the thriving Stockbridge Music series.  

Here was a performance of the highest quality. 

    The Delmege Quartet met three years ago when they were all members of the 

National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain.  Already they have chalked up 

various prestigious awards, and it is hardly surprising that no pin could be heard 

dropping in the packed Town Hall during their performance.  Already there is 

chemistry between them.  Appreciative glances are exchanged as they revel in 

music’s every twist, turn and nuance.  Their ensemble playing is impeccable. 

    The performance began with Haydn’s String Quartet in D minor in four 

movements.  Within seconds, the Delmege displayed a maturity that belied their 

years as they played the first, with its chord sequences so innovative of the time, 

and moved on to the second’s pizzicatos and embellished modulations.  However 

their dramatic, interpretation of the disquieting angular third stood out.  Here 

Haydn’s music could well have been written for a film today. 

    Chamber music is best heard live.  Recordings are no substitute.  How else 

could we experience Mendelssohn’s expression of raw anger and melancholic 

despair at the sudden loss of his cherished sister than with the intimate vibrancy 

of four resonant instruments?  He completed the Quartet in F minor in her 

memory only two months before his death in 1847, and the Delmege attacked 

their strings as if they too were suffering the composer’s grief.  This was truly 

fine instrumental interpretation.  Menace, anguish, portent, discomfort; every 

emotion was captured by the players with superb playing. 

    Most of the works by the great composers we take for granted today are 

entirely down to the patronage of wealthy individuals.  Those by Beethoven are 

no exception, including the outstanding three string quartets written in 1806 and 

1907.  They were commissioned by the keen amateur violinist Count 

Razumovsky, Russia’s ambassador in Vienna, and bear his name.  In the hands 

of the Delmege, the best known third Quartet in C Major was given just the right 

energy and zest so vital for this revolutionary writing.  The Quartet gave the 

finale the tour de force it deserves, the coda taken at breakneck speed with 

admirable and remarkable dexterity by the players, their fingers sizzling up and 

down the frets with apparent ease. 

    The late champion of chamber music, John Delmege, after whom these 

graduates of London’s three great music institutions named their quartet, would 

be justifiably proud.  Whatever their future, collectively or individually, they 

deserve every success. 

James Montgomery 
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Defy November Blues 
Always one of the darker months of the year! But you 

can choose to spoil yourself with an evening of cheer 

in Winchester Cathedral, organised by the Romsey 

Male Voice Choir. At 7.30 pm on Saturday 

November 15
th
, David Gower OBE (NB #) will be 

hosting Men and Magnificent Music in aid of the 

charity Prostate Cancer UK. 

 This is your chance to hear over 240 male voices for a once only Concert. 

The Voices of the 5 Male Voice Choirs come from Croydon, Hart (based in 

Odiham), Pontnewydd (from Cwmbran, South Wales), Romsey and 

Swindon. The Choirs will sing 3 individual pieces each, songs from shows, 

opera and folk songs from various countries. Then for the grand swell of 

sound and subtlety, the Choirs come together to perform 6 joint, heart–

beating numbers. It promises to be a very special evening. 

 The funds generated from the Concert will be used to help research into 

Prostate Cancer, a disease which affects the lives of over 1 in 8 members of 

the male population. Tickets at £18, £15 and £12 are available directly from 

the Winchester Cathedral Box Office either in person, via the web on 

www.tickets.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/, or by phone 01962 857257. 
 

# Subject to professional engagements     Alan Willsher 

 

The Downs Benefice 

ALL SOULS SERVICES 
All Souls Day has been a traditional time for the Church to remember the 

faithful departed. Our churches mark this season with special services to 

which we invite those who have been bereaved in the parish during the past 

year or more.  The opportunity is given in the service to light a candle to 

remember those you love who have died, and we hope that you will find 

renewed hope and fresh confidence in the Christian message of resurrection 

and the life to come. 

Those families for whom we have conducted a funeral or thanksgiving 

service in the last year will receive an invitation to join us, but everyone is 

welcome to attend the service, and in all our churches there will be a box 

with cards to fill in with the names of those you would like remembered. 

The services this year will be held on Sunday 2
nd

 November at the 

following times: 

10am at St. Mary’s Church, Crawley  3pm at St Peter’s, Wherwell 

6pm at St Stephen’s, Sparsholt    6pm at St Catherine’s, Littleton 

 

http://prostatecanceruk.org/
http://www.tickets.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/
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Christmas Fair 
(Proceeds to St Mary the Less) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Saturday 13

th
 December at 2.30 to 4.30 

 

Chilbolton Village Hall 
 

Free Entrance 
 

Craft stalls, gifts, cakes, jewellery, woodcraft, 
preserves 

 
Hand-made cards, mince pies and mulled wine, face painting 

 

Come and visit Father Christmas Raffle: First 
prize of Christmas Hamper, plus lots more 

 
Donations: 

 
Cakes for cake stall to Jane Brown 860726 

Good as New stall to Sylvia Baker 860572 or Lesley Brown 
860127 

Raffle prizes to Lesley Kent 860584 or Pat St Leger Harris 
860887 
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Wherwell History Group 
 

The Story of  

English Handwriting  

 

An 

illustrated 

talk by 

 Jan 

Smith 
 

Friday 21st November at 8.00pm 

at  

Wherwell Village Hall, SP11 7JJ 
 

All welcome, admission £3.00 

Tea /Coffee and Biscuits included 
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CHILBOLTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
XMAS SOCIAL AND BEETLE DRIVE 

 

 
 

Tuesday 25
th
 November 

7.45pm 
at 

Chilbolton Village Hall 
Festive refreshments. Raffle.  
Non-members - donation please 

 

 

Your Magazine Committee 

 
Stephen MacDonald 

(Chair & Secretary) 

01264 860 246 

smacdonald500@btinternet.com 

Advertising   (Maureen Treadwell) cw.advertising@outlook.com 

Ray & Sue Blazdell 01264 860 462 Tessa Youell 01264 860 368 

Victoria Ramsay 01264 860 251   

Terry Gilmour 01264 860 507   

 

Village Contacts – Parish Councillors 
 
Wherwell Councillors       Chilbolton Councillors 

Jane Andrews (Chair)    860635  David Griffiths (Chair)      860313 

Sean Hutton (Vice Chair)   860443  George Marits (Vice Chair)   860293 

Liz Blakemore (Clerk)    860385  Mandy Amor (Clerk)    07514 670919     

Lizzie Broadbent     860434  Patrick Coates             860069 

Peter Bryant (Tree Warden)  860541  Tony Ewer                  860486 

George Hampson     860721  John Rowles             860308 

Susanne Horne     860741   Glynne Evans             860697  

Steve Shean  (Flood Warden)  860249  David Neudegg     860042 

             Jane O’Boyle      860862 

mailto:smacdonald500@btinternet.com
mailto:cw.advertising@outlook.com
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Village Contacts - District & County Councillors 
Wherwell District Councillor      Chilbolton District Councillors 

Jim Neal    362456       Daniel Busk   01794 388389 

Peter Boulton   01794 301212 

County Councillor: Andrew Gibson 861138 

Village Contacts – Clubs & Organisations 

Clubs and organisations 

Badminton            Jill Lord     860667 

Beavers/Cub scouts         Leigh Dance    811074 

Bridge Club           Gee Parry     861136 

Brownies             Julie Shone              01962 761269 

Care Group (Driver Coordinator)      Sue Field     861338 

  (Admin)         Graham Kelly    861020 

Chilbolton Players         Fiona Talbot     860155 

Chilbolton Church Flowers       Jane Brown                   860726 

Chilbolton Coffee Morning       Sheila Laughton   860460 

Chilbolton Neighbourhood Watch     Denise Hall    860543 

Chilbolton Open Spaces Committee     John Rowles (Chair)  860308 

Chilbolton Playing Field Action Group    Claire Pigott    860522 

Crafty Sew ‘n’Sews         Melanie Rae    861060 

Flood Advisory Group        Terry Gilmour    860507 

Horticultural Society         Sheila Evans    860697 

Joyrides Community Bus        Mary Dunne    860398 

John Musters    810459 

Pre-School            Sam Inglis         07732 095814 

Short Mat Bowls         Deb & Richard Richardson 861082 

Silver Surfers Computer Club      David Morgan    720464 

Village Hall (Chilbolton) - Booking Only   Kate Ballard         860524 

                 chilboltonhallbookings@outlook.com 

Village Hall (Chilbolton) - All other matters   Tony Ewer     860486 

Village Hall (Wherwell) - Bookings     Julie Dickenson   861494 

Village Website          www.chilboltonandwherwell.info 

Wherwell Church Flowers       Jo Baughen    860319 

Wherwell Cricket Club       Nathan Young (Chair)  07748 630722 

 Tanya Burgess (Juniors)   01256 893335 

Wherwell History Group        Andrew Flanagan   860560 

Wherwell Home Guard Club       Cliff Goodall (Chair)  860445 

Wherwell Ladies Night        Angela Hughes   860877 

Wherwell Playing Fields        Sean Hutton (Chair)  860443 

Wherwell Primary School (Secretary)    Patsy Pritchard   860384 

Wherwell Primary School (Chair of Governors)  Sean Hutton    860443 

Wherwell Neighbourhood Watch      Richard Rowles   861101 

Wherwell Singers          Dale Webb    860074 

White Lion Folk Club         Roly Clarke   07919 120159 

Women’s Institute          Sylvia Baker    860572 

Test Villages U3A (www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk )    Ed Farrand     860492 

mailto:chilboltonhallbookings@outlook.com
http://www.chilboltonandwherwell.info/
http://www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk/

